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NOMINATING COMMITTEE MARKS PROGRESS

onveningin Pierre AugustB8and §',  Delegates and visitors to Diocesan Convention will
the Nominating Committee for the have the opportunity to view the comments and data
Election of a Bishop Coadjutor reviewed thefrom clergy and lay focus groups held in July. The
survey and focus group results. The results from Education subcommittee will give an overview of
both were used by the Nominating Committee to what has been accomplished and what is yet to come
complete the Diocesan Profile. Once approved by at one of the plenary sessions during convention.
the Standing Committee, the profile is scheduled tdlembers of the Nominating Committee will also be
be posted on the Diocesan Website by September dvailable at convention to speak with attendees and
2008. In addition to the profile, the Nomination answer any questions.
Form and a summary of the survey results will also
be posted on the Diocesan website. The Nominating Committee will meet again at the
www.diocesesd.org close of convention in Chamberlain.

Nominations for Bishop Coadjutor will open on The Committee thanks everyone who participated in
September 1, 2008 and close October 15, 2008. Althe Survey and in the Deanery Focus Groups, both
Diocesan Bishops and Standing Committees will béay and clergy. The results of these exercises were
notified of the election with directions for accessingtaken seriously and taken into account in the prepa-
the Diocesan website for further information. The ration of the Diocesan Profile and other screening
Screening subcommittee is currently working on  materials. Please keep the committee members, the
guestions for the prospective candidates. Once theDiocese of South Dakota, and our next bishop in
nominations cease, that committee will begin the your prayers.

work of screening candidates.
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Around the Diocese

wila Emme (All Saints, Herrick) reports that

The Rev. Kay Jenningsheld Vacation Bible
School atAll Saints Church of rural Herrick, SD
onJuly 9, 10 & 11. In the picture beloae Hol-
guin is giving the group some history of the area. A
good time was had by all.

08/07/2008

bout 25 members of Episcopal churches in

the Black Hills Deanery met Saturday, July
26 at Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Rapid City to
participate in the planning process for the elec-
tion of a new bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
South DakotaThe Rev. Deacon Marty Garwood
was facilitator of the session.

This was one of seven regional meetings held
across the state to gather the input of the Episcopal
laity. Other deanery groups met in Pierre, Sioux
Falls, Watertown, McLaughlin, Martin and at the
Bishop Jones Bldg in Mission. Facilitators included
Pamela Barnett, Dottie LeBeau, JoOAnn Grove,
Holly Huisken, Larry Ort, Dennis Potter, and

Tally Salisbury.

Episcopal clergy held similar meetings earlier in
June in Rapid City and Huron.

Attendants responded to questions regarding the
desired characteristics and role of the new bishop.

Around the Diocese @ Page 3
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EWC scholarships
benefit three women

willa Two Bulls is the third recipient of a
$500 scholarship from EWC (Jessica McCor-
mick and Meghan Conway were highlighted in the
last issue oChurchNewg Twilla is a non-
traditional student who plans to major in Lakota
Culture and History at Oglala Lakota College.

To the EWC of South Dakota

AWESOME! | used to hear and read about
this scholarship, but | never in a thousand
years would’'ve believed that | would be
awarded! 1 am proud that my name is with
the others that have won previously and that
this scholarship came from my church fam-
ily. The journey in my life has been adventur-
ous and | acknowledge that this award is one
of the highlights that | will not forget.

I have been reading statistics of women in
the workplace and the suffering of poverty
economically and how our children suffer
because of this. When women earn more
money, then the children benefit from better
education, housing and nutrition. In today’s
world, higher education is the key to a higher
income. Women are the backbone in the
mainline churches and it is easy for a woman
to choose to go into ministry because this is
what we know and what we are comfortable
with.

Again, this is another opportunity to thank
the EWC of South Dakota for the award.
Have a great summer!

Twilla Two Bulls

South Dakota ChurchNews
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Province VI delegates share storiegens to the entire round of stories and, after prayer,
summarizes the common threads, weaving them to-

of vitality and find strength in gether for the group at the conclusion of the process.

shared mission _ , .
Sharing stories of vitality

Each diocese was asked to come to the gathering
prepared to share a “story of vitality” and bring a
symbol representing that story. The symbols would
be placed on the altar for the duration of the meeting
as visible reminders of how God is at work in vital
mission.

elegatedrom the eight dioceses of the Epis-

copal Church’s Province VI gathered June 1
14 to share stories of vitality, both as a way to dis-
cover new strength for mission and to approach de
cision-making in a new way.

Delegates to the 2008 synod came prepared to en-

- : : Among them were:
gage inThe Authority of Generations, a process of . .
storytelling and singing co-developed i Very Delegates from the Diocese of Wyoming shared a

Rev. Ernesto Medinag dean for Urban Mission at story qf “new grpyvth” th"’.‘t included'successful pro-
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in gress in a $5 million capital campaign call_ed “Wind
Omaha, Nebraska, who served  Province VI of the Episcopal Church and Wings,” aimed at
as a facilitator. “The Province of Mountains, Lakes, and Plains” providing a variety of
services for children and
youth in Episcopal
congregations and in
communities, and news of
the formation of diocesan-
wide teams addressing
evangelism and devel-
opment.

In materials published by the Episcopal
Church, The Authority of Generations is
described as “a viable option for congre-
gational decision-making and program de-
velopment, inclusive of all ages. While it was
designed for replacing a congregational com-
mittee meeting, it can and has been used for
vestry meetings as well as diocesan program
groups. It engages the Holy Spirit and asks us
simply to listen and respond.”

Wyoming presented a small, planted Dog-
wood tree, a symbol of new growth. The
group sang “Now the green blade riseth.”

Medina explained that the process is inter-

generational. He said that it assumes an eight-yeapelega_tes from the Diocese of _Colorado tOIO.I a story
old will have a voice equal to an elder, that elders ¢}f "€Puilding 20 new congregations after a difficult

the community are the stewards of wisdom and th eriod following the actions of General Convention
children and youth are the stewards of prophetic 003 which resulted in a significant loss of member-
voice. ship. Colorado presented a hammer. The group sang

“Christ for the world we sing!”

“It will be strange at first,” said Medina, “because it

breaks the method of holding church meetings andNorth Dakota talked about the increase in Native
the way a meeting can reach a decision.” clergy leadership in the diocese under the leadership

of Bishop Smith. The group sang “Lord, you give

The experience was designed to have a direct infiute gréat commission.”

ence on decisions facing the 2008 synod as well as

serving as a model that delegates could use in theiMinneSOt"_‘" told the story of the influx of Hmong .
home dioceses and congregations. refugees into the Church of the Holy Apostles, Saint

Paul, resulting in new growth and vitality. Minne-

The Authority of Generations is facilitated by two SOt@ Presented a copy of portions of the Book of

persons. “The Discerner of Song” is responsible folcommon Prayer translated iPt.O Hmong as a symbol
selection of a hymn or song to appropriately follow of its story. The group sang “Like the murmur of the

the telling of an individual story. “The Weaver” lis- d0Ve’S song...Holy Spirit come.”
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(Continued from page 4) Other business
During its annual business meeting, delegates
Process allows the Spirit to speak passed the following resolution calling on the Epis-

One deputy from Minnesota said, “Typically con-  copal Church to restore funding to Native American
gregations are not allowed enough time to tell their ministries.
stories and really get to know each other. Usually
when we are in a business meeting, it's all about Resolved that this 2008 Synod Province VI, meet-
business,” she said. “This process allows for peopleng on the Standing Rock Reservation of North Da-
to share what is near and dear to their hearts; how kota, request the Program, Budget and Finance
God is at work in their lives. It is a time of under- Committee of the General Convention, to increase
standing and collegiality as we move toward deci- by 15% the base budget support awarded at General
sion making. This process acknowledges the Spirit Convention 2006 to each of the four “aided dio-
in our midst and uses the Spirit to make informed ceses” for ministry with Native peoples.
decisions about next steps in our journey of faith as
a community.” Be it further resolved, that the Executive Council’s
Budget Committee include this request in their
Medina said that in telling our stories to each other budgeting process leading to the next Triennial
“we are able to get past that typical right-left ten-  Budget of the General Convention 2009.
sion that we often experience in the church and we
are able to move into an understanding of the sa- Information submitted by
credness and the abundance of God.” — Deacon Susan Lyman, Delegate from SD
— Joe Bjordal, Episcopal Life Media correspondent

Dakota Experience:

An orientation to Native American (L/Dakota)
history, culture, and spirituality within the context of the Episcopalr€thu

The next session is scheduled for
November 7-9, 2008
at Calvary Cathedral in Sioux Falls

It is arequiredsession for
all clergy new to the diocese
for those in the ordination process
and for elected or appointed leaders of diocesamutiees, commissions, agencies, or boards.

It is recommendetbr anyone interested in learning/sharing about the L/Dakota wagof lif

Begins Friday 6:30 pm with supper and
concludes after the 11:30 Holy Eucharist with Tiospaye Wakan on Sunday.

Facilitator: The Rev. Paul Sneve (St. Matthew’s, Rapid City)

South Dakota ChurchNews September/October 2008
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ootsteps In
Faith—a regular
column inspired by the
Commission on Ministry to
spotlight the many and diverse
ministries performed daily in the
lives of Episcopalians in South Dakota.
As we try to live out our Baptismal Covenants,
sometimes our steps are going to go forward and
sometimes we tend to take steps backward. Our

After another short stay in Winnetka, IL at North-
western University, we moved to Ames, lowa,
where Bill was on the lowa State University faculty
for 30 years and where we lived for 47 years. We
were blessed to find a religious home and family at
St. John’s. Willie taught church school for about 20
years and, because of her training as an antique ap-
praiser, was called on to organize an impressive an-
nual rummage sale. Bill served two terms on the
vestry, many years on the evangelism committee,

steps can be large or other times they tend to be balng handled publicity for the church.

steps. But they all have a story to tell.

This month we hear fromill & Willie Kunerth ,
members of St. James, Belle Fourche:

either of us came from families of regular
church goers.

Bill's folks did not belong to a church but encour-

Because both of us are strong believers in the service
obligations of the church, we worked with faith-
related organizations in Ames. We were both in-
volved with FISH, which operated for about 10

years out of the Episcopal Church. It offered a vari-
ety of services to the needy, elderly, and handi-
capped.

aged him and his brother to attend Sunday school,Bill and another member of St. John’s established a
which they did. They sampled Methodist, Presbyte\Wheels to Work program for Beyond Welfare, a

rian, and Congregational church schools in Sioux
Falls, SD. The Episcopal Church was not within

non-profit agency which helps individuals move
from welfare to the work force. Since then, the

walking distance of their home or they would have Wheels program has provided more than 200 cars to

tried it too.

Willie’s parents were Methodists but seldom at-

needy clients.

Willie served on the board of directors of Good

tended church because they lived in the country ouldeighbor, a non-profit which is sponsored by about
side of Belle Fourche, SD. She was, however, veryl5 Ames churches. It provides emergency assistance

close to her grandmother, a devout Apostolic Lu-
theran Church member.

to persons with food and gas vouchers, pays delin-
guent utility bills, and offers other help.

We were married in the Methodist Church in 1948 iWhile in Ames, we spent our summers on Bill's

Belle Fourche, after Bill was discharged from the
Army.

Early in our marriage we joined the Episcopal
Church in Brookings, SD, primarily because we

family’s small homestead ranch in Wyoming, about
15 miles west of Belle Fourche. We attended ser-
vices at St. James in Belle, All Angels in Spearfish,
and Church of the Good Shepherd in Sundance,
WY. We were impressed by the warmth and devo-

wanted Bill's brother, a faithful Episcopalian, to be tion of all these parishes, and we joined St. James

godfather to our first child. From the beginning of
our lessons leading to Confirmation, we became
committed to the Episcopal Church and have re-
mained so for 58 years.

Our stay in Brookings was brief and our involve-

when we moved to Belle Fourche permanently in
2003.

This was about two years after St. James had em-
barked on its Mutual Ministry mission. Becoming a
part of this effort proved to be a religious regenera-

ment in St. Paul’s parish was pretty much limited tdion for both of us. As most readers of tBleurch-
Bill (who has, at best, a mediocre voice) joining theNewsknow, Mutual Ministry calls for the lay mem-

choir.

bers of a parish to engage in training which will al-
low them to assume the responsibilities of the

South Dakota ChurchNews
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clergy. Parish members are called on to evaluate Our membership at St. James has proved to be a
their individual strengths and weaknesses and rec-highly gratifying capstone to more than a half-
ommend certain members for specific responsibili-century as Episcopalians.

ties. This includes identifying those who are most

qualified for ordination.

The process involves three to four years of study for

all members of the Mutual Ministry team and addi-

tional training for those to be ordained. The program

includes study of the Old and New Testaments, His-

tory of the Church, Christian Theology, Christian

Ethics, Liturgy, Theory and Practice of the Ministry New Books
and Cross-Cultural Ministry Skills.

“Prayers for a Privileged People”from Abingdon

Upon completion of the Mutual Ministry training,  press, by Walter Brueggemann, 183 pages, paperback,
parish members take on specific responsibilities. Al 2008, $16

St. James, the Rev. Sandy Williams and the Rev.

Evelyn Weaver have been ordained as priests; the[Abingdon Press] IfPrayers for a Privileged People

Rev. Mike Weaver, as deacon. Other members hawkis much-published author sculpts — as carefully as if
been named EMs (Eucharistic Ministers) who supewith chisel — prayers on behalf of those who are people
vise services, preachers, lectors, intercessors, andof privilege and entitlement — the haves — at an urgent
ushers. Others belong to youth ministry, pastoral moment in our society. The privileged face, on the one
care, and hospitality teams. Mutual Ministry mem- hand, the seduction of denial or, on the other, the temp-

bers range in age from teen-age lectors to a 95-yedation of despair. These prayers of wisdom and pro-
old usher. phetic power remind us that when things go wrong,

when we are afraid, and when we feel prodded by

We both serve on the pastoral care team. Willie had10se who lack voice, there is a conversation we can

rejuvenated the Church School and served three Nave — a conversation situated amid the promises and

years as head of the Episcopal Church Women’s €ommands of God.

group. She also works with the family annually

adopted by St. James. Bill has served on the vestry, , o,

as junior warden, is a lector/intercessor, and helps IiZL?:Sf?;?Ing C\](;Tgéigfé'r%?; f1r(7)£r)n C;h:rsch zugr_back

with church publicity. We, along with a dozen other 9. Inc., by ’ pages, pap ’
. . . © 2008, $16

parish members, work with a free dental clinic

which has been hosted the past three years by St. [Church Publishing, Inc.] How can our patterns of con-

J_ames. It is sponsored by Ronald McDonald Chari regational life and mission renew themselves and ad-
ties, Delta Dental, and the South Dakota Departme]

: bgt to changing culture without selling out what Epis-
of Health. About 50 needy children are treated eacfynajians stand for? How can local faith communities

year. In 2009 and 2010, St. James will help sponsagiay resilient and hopeful? What styles and practices of

from area businesses to help defray the expenses of

each clinic visit. These are some of the questions James Lemler poses in
o _ ' this book on mission for clergy and congregational dis-
Mutual Ministry has deepened our faith and in-  cussion. As with evangelism, there is both good and

creased our knowledge of the liturgy and history ofbad news about Episcopalians and mission. Lemler
the Church, as we are sure it has for other membemso provides a variety of models for moving forward
of the parish. Mutual Ministry requires involvementin mission and hope, to a more abundant future.

of all members at all levels of the religious experi-

ence.

South Dakota ChurchNews September/October 2008
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MDGs, the recent Summit on Domestic Poverty, and
iobrara Convocationin 2008 the long history of abusive behavior toward Native
carried the theme “Renew Re- Americans by government, by invaders, and even by

flect Rejoice.” For the 136time, Episco- the church.
palians from the reservation churches in

South Dakota, plus numerous others from around tiibe Presiding Bishop was given many gifts during

country, gathered at Eagle Butte on the Cheyenne the weekend, including quilts, beaded jewelry,

River reservation for four days of fellowship, busi- books, and, she will say, other intangible things.

ness, and worship. And the Niobrara Women honored her with a new

name:Ni-ce Olewinwhich meansLooks for the

The Diocese was pleased to welcome ag@erRt. Needy: Bishop Schori was visibly moved, and

Rev. Charlie vonRosenbergand his wifeAnnie “abundantly honored.”

from the Diocese of East Tennessee to Niobrara

Convocation. East Tennessee is in a Companion Réext year's Niobrara Convocation will be hosted by

lationship with South Dakota, and Episcopalians orthe Rosebud Mission.

both sides enjoy getting to know each other.

A very special guest this year was THiest Rev. Niobrara Convocation:

Katharine Jefferts Schori, the Presiding Bishop of A Wonderful, Joyous Occasion

the Episcopal Church, who was accompanied by

Neva Rae Foxa reporter for the Episcopal News By The Rev. Marion Rectenwald

Service. he 136" Niobrara Convocation held this past

o ) ] ) June in Eagle Butte on the Cheyenne River
The Presiding Bishop arrived in South Dakota on - gpiscopal Mission was described by many as a

Thursday. She was given a brief tour of the Chey- «yonderful and joyous occasion,” a time of great
enne River Mission, participated in meetings, mealpospitality, generosity and renewal of relationship.
worship services, and other offerings and events ofrpe feeling of “being a great big diocesan family”
Convocation. She spent much time listening to stoyyas expressed by others and an elder Lakota clergy

ries and concerns. was heard to say that this
On Saturday she held a year’sdevet:lt “w:;]ts I
_ _ it used to be” when great
9uest|on_& answer session, numbers of folks attended
embodying Cfllm, concerr, the convocation to renew
and empathy,” according to spiritual and familial con-
Ec_’:lullng Wlebb gf tt?WF_-‘St nections within the church
Iver eagle and showing and among others who par-
POW she got her reputation ticipated in Native Ameri-
for going far out of her can ministry in the Diocese
way to build relationships of South Dakota.
with people who disagree
with her.” One of her fo- The acts of welcoming and
cuses has been the United of being welcomed, of giv-
Nations Millennium Devel i ivi \
-~ : - ing and receiving, warmed
opment Goals (MDGSs), The Presiding Bishop & Christine Dunham the hearts of all, and the

which place heavy empha-— _ excited feelings of grace

sis on social justice. But she is also a leader in advgpq of blessing infused the gathering with an exu-
cacy for similar justice issues here in the United  perant energy that reached a crescendo during the
States. Jefferts Schori fielded questions about €CUtlosing Eucharist Sunday morning as hundreds of
menical work, understaffing in ministry areas, the \ices were raised up in prayer and song. The color-
Farm Bill, marriage, divorce, same-gender blessingg procession of church banners and vested clergy
theological education and seminaries, baptism,  an( |ay leaders far exceeded expectations and served

South Dakota ChurchNews September/October 2008
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to focus the joy so many of us felt that bright,
sunny morning.

All who attended the convocation were also
graced and blessed by the presence oPoesid-

ing Bishop, Katharine Jefferts Schorj with

whom the people of the Cheyenne River Mission
fell in love. Her empathy and her compassion, so
eloquently expressed by a simple gesture or a
compassionate glance, endeared the Presiding
Bishop to many, and her real concern for and in-
terest in the lives of those who live here gave them
a renewed sense of hope, and of connection with
the wider church.

The work of the Niobrara Council was done an
the festivities of the extended weekend, the co
butions of the out-going leadership were acknowl-
edged and new officers were elected. The Convoca-
tion was especially grateful to Itanceernon

Cloud for his good work, and to the other officers,
theRev. Paul Sneve, Pat White Horse-Cardand

Kim Fonder as well.The Rev. Les Campbelivas
elected Itancan antbhnny Wilson was elected
vice-ltancan. Pat will continue as secretary and Kim
as treasurer.

Clergy & others assemble for Sunday Eucharist msioa

The members of the Cheyenne River Mission 2008
Niobrara Convocation Planning Committee wish to
express their heart-felt thanks to all those

who helped make this year's Niobrara
Convocation such a success. Our gratitude
certainly extends to all those in this diocese

and in the Diocese of East Tennessee and

beyond who helped with financial support,

to those who participated in fund raisers

here on the reservation, to those who

helped with the planning, to all those who

made the Convocation a reality with their

hard work, support and dedication, to the
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe for making

the Wacipigrounds available as well as

other support services and to all other

groups and entities that participated. And

of course we extend our thanks to all those

who attended this year’s convocation, for

without you there could be no such coming
together of friends and family. Bishop vonRosenberg, Shirley Crane, Presiding Rishefforts
Schori, Kim Fonder, Wade Brings, Bishop Robertson

South Dakota ChurchNews September/October 2008
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Page 1& Grace Happens

Also we need to remember that we don't have to act
alone. We are the church, the body of Christ, and by
God's grace we can do great things. We can also do

small things in great ways. We can't all found a
church as Sir Robert Shirley did, but we are all part
“ . . , Of a church that can, through giving to our parishes
The Best Thing in the Worst Times” 414 to Episcopal Relief and Development, do these

and many more best things:

By The Rev. Fred Jessett

he following words are inscribed over a door-
way in Holy Trinity Chapel at Staunton Har-
old in Leichestershire, England.

“In the year 1653, When all things sacred
were throughout the nation,
Either demolished or profaned,

Sir Robert Shirley, Barronet, Founded this
church, Whose singular praise it is,

To have done the best things in the worst
times, and hoped them in the most

calamitous.”

“To have done the best things in the worst times”
What a great way to describe how a Christian
should act. We who call ourselves Christians need
to look at our lives and our world to find the best
thing we can do and then do it, even if it feels like
this is the worst of times.

We know quite well the serious challenges we face
with things that could make this the worst of times:
problems with the production and distribution of
food and petroleum, with pollution and climate
change, with population pressure and poverty, and
with ideological conflict that produces terrorism.

We may fail to see the things which might make
these the best of times. For instance, we have made
great advances in medical and communications
technology, and in our ability to respond quickly
with aid when natural disasters happen and there is
the will to do so.

The question we face is, “How are we to live as
Christians in this time?” Will we strive to see that
these resources are used as a blessing for all? How
you and | choose to live our lives has a lot to do
with whether these times are the best or the worst.

Make micro-loans to poor people enabling
them to lift themselves out of poverty

provide thousands of mosquito nets to
families in malaria infested areas of the
world,

provide thousands of care kits for health
care workers treating AIDS patients,
build houses with Habitat for Humanity,
provide wells for clean drinking water for
children in Africa,

reach out to invite all “sorts and conditions”
of people into a loving relationship with
Christ and each other in our local
congregations.

And if, despite our efforts, our times should turn out
to be worst times, wouldn't we want our grandchil-
dren to say of us: “They had the grace to do the best
things in the worst times.”

© Fred Jessett 2008
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Companion Diocese Relationship Committee Jocelyn Bell, chair of East Tennes-
Report to 2008 Convention see’s Companion Diocese Develo

ment Committee, reported that
At no time is our Companion Diocese relationship witPaul’'s address was well received
the Diocese of East Tennessee more evident than duand his workshop was well attended
ing the events of Niobrara Convocation when we canby those particularly interested in our partnership.
count on visiting with Bishop Charles vonRosenberg
and his wife, Annie, and whoever else may have joinadfe hope to find more and more ways to share such
them on their annual Niobrara visit. Bishop Robertsorfimes with the folks of East Tennessee, in many more
and Bishop vonRosenberg are certain to be seen sittilggations throughout South Dakota and East Tennes-
together during meetings with their heads leaning to- see, visiting back and forth, forging ties that will bind
ward each other in conversations that are often punctus together, building friendships that will endure the
ated with laughter and high spirits. Annie vonRosen- test of time and distance.
berg is often seen with Ann Robertson as they march
off together on one more shared adventure. Their reladFhe Rev. Marion B. Rectenwald, Chair
tionships of friendship model the relationships we seekompanion Diocese Development Committee
to develop between sister parishes in our two dioceses.

This summer’s Niobrara Convocation at Cheyenne Ecumenical Relations
River Mission was no exception, and we all benefitedReport to 2008 Convention
from the vonRosenberg’s gracious and supportive pres-
ence, as we also benefited from generous contributiolihas been an honor to continue to serve Bishop
from our sister parishes across the Diocese of East Robertson and the Diocese of South Dakota as the Ecu-
Tennessee, who responded generously to our requeghenical Officer, assisted by Mrs. Marjorie Gross, As-
for assistance with the expenses of hosting this year'sociate Ecumenical Officer. During the first part of this
event. year, | had to rely on Marge to attend meetings during
the course of my treatment for prostate cancer. As of
The Tennessee congregations that responded with ddhis writing, the treatment has been successful, and |
nations totaling $1,225 were, in no particular order; Shave been able to return to a full schedule.
Stephen’s, Oak Ridge; St. Paul’s, Athens; Good Sa-
maritan, Knoxville; Grace Church, Chattanooga; St. Ecumenical Relations covers developments on the na-
Christopher’s, Kingsport; Church of the Good Shep- tional, state, and local levels. The primary national
herd, Lookout Mountain; St. Matthew’s, Dayton; and event continues to be the annual National Workshop on
St. Luke’s, Cleveland. Christian Unity, held in conjunction with the annual
meeting of the Episcopal Diocesan Ecumenical Offi-
St. Luke’s Church, Cleveland also sent a small Missiarers (EDEO). Marge attend this meeting in Chicago
Group to Cheyenne River Mission last summer to helfrom April 14-17. The theme of this year’s gathering
paint and repair the rectory at St. John the Evangelistwas from | Thessalonians 5:12a, 13b-18. Michael Kli-
Church in Eagle Butte. Several members had hoped ttamen, new Executive Secretary of the National Coun-
return this summer, and though their plans didn’t comal of Churches of Christ, gave the opening address,
together for this year, they look forward to another tristressing the tension between Faith and Order and the
out next summer. search for justice and human rights in ecumenical
work. There was an evening joint Eucharistic Service
The Diocese of East Tennessee also provided assis-for Methodists/Episcopalians/Lutherans hosted by St.
tance by contributing $3,000 to Niobrara ConvocationMary’s Episcopal Church. Each day included a Bible
2008. All of us on the Cheyenne River Mission appreStudy, plenary address, and the offering of many work-
ciate this generosity and especially the personal sup-shops, including the theme of interfaith relations,
port of those who have visited with us. which has become part of ecumenism in recent years.
The Churches Uniting in Christ (CUIC) Eucharistic
While Bishop Robertson was not able to attend the Service included a sermon given by Bishop Christo-
2008 Convention of the Diocese of East Tennessee ipher Epting, Ecumenical Officer for the Episcopal
January, we were represented by the Rev. Paul Snev@hurch.
who addressed the convention in his stead. The Rev. (Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13) - Resignation of The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey N. Steenson,
Diocesan Bishop of the Diocese of the Rio Grande

In South Dakota, this year has been a year of transition (11/16/07)

for the Association of Christian Churches. Gary Nes- - Election of a Bishop Suffragan for the Diocese of

dahl left as director after 4 years of outstanding leader- Dallas (11/16/07)

ship for the organization. Much time was spent in self-  Ordination and Consecration of Jeffrey Dean Lee

study and a search for a new director. In June, Gene to be Diocesan Bishop of the Diocese of Chicago

Miller, former Conference Minister of the SD UCC, (12/11/07)

became our new director. Gene has previously served Ordination and Consecration of Stephen Taylor

as Board President of the organization, so he comes as Lane to be Bishop Coadjutor of the Diocese of

no stranger to either South Dakota or the Association.  Maine (1/3/08)

He is in the process of reviewing all the ministries of . Ordination and Consecration of Prince Grenville

the Association as well as seeking input from all the Singh to be Diocesan Bishop of the Diocese of
member denominations for developing new special Rochester (2/25/08)
projects that can be pursued in 2009. | continueto . Ordination and Consecration of Paul Emil Lambert
serve on the Executive Committee, and Marge contin-  to be Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of Dallas
ues as an at large board member. (4/18/08)

- Ordination and Consecration of Eugene Taylor
The above summaries of national and state develop- Sutton to be Diocesan Bishop of the Diocese of

ments are merely an umbrella to where the real place  Maryland (4/21/08)
of action lies for ecumenism: the local setting. For the.  Ordination and Consecration of C. Andrew Doyle

past year St. Paul's in Brookings has been served by  to be Bishop Coadjutor of the Diocese of Texas
Pastor Ronald Brugger, and Pastor Kristina Jenson has (6/30/08)

served the Lower Brule/Crow Creek Missions, both

under the Called to Common Mission agreement. Mo8onfirmed/Received 70 persons
of our congregations and their leaders are involved in a

variety of ecumenical expressions in both worship anghrdained to the Priesthood:

service. M. Kay Jennings (12/21/2007)

Charles M. King (5/17/2008)
In preparing for the 2009 report, | would ask that each

person reading this submit to me a short report of whatansferred In:
your congregation is currently involved in locally that ~ The Rev. Ellen D. Lang

is ecumenical. This would help me greatly in reporting from the Diocese of Connecticut (11/9/07)

in summary form all that is happening on the local The Rev. Wayne T. MclIntosh

level. from the Diocese of Keewatin (2/1/08)
The Rev. Richard A. Ressler

Respectively submitted, from the Diocese of Oklahoma (4/28/08)
The Rev. Robert C. Schwarz

The Very Rev. John H. Spruhan, from the Diocese of Milwaukee (8/11/08)

Ecumenical Officer The Rev. Elizabeth A. Powers

from the Diocese of North Dakota (8/11/08)

Official Acts of the Bishop Approval of Re-marriage After Divorce: 5
2007-2008
Licensing of 253 Lay Ministers
Consents:
Other Reports:

Ordination and Consecration of John McKee Sloan
to be Suffragan Bishop of the diocese of AlabamaClergy Deaths:
(10/31/07) The Rev. William C. Hibbert (03/04/08)
Ordination and Consecration of Dan Thomas Ed- The Rev. Francis B. Nickerson (02/21/08)
wards to be Diocesan Bishop of the Diocese of Ne-
vada (10/31/07)
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STANDING COMMITTEE
2007-2008 Annual Report

April — May, 2008

1. Gave Consent to the consecration of the Rev. Paul
Emil Lambert to be Suffragan Bishop of the Dio-
cese of Dallas.

Gave Consent to the consecration of the Rev.
Canon Eugene Taylor Sutton as Diocesan of the
Diocese of Maryland.

Gave Consent to the Diocese of Central Ecuador
for the election of a Coadjutor Bishop.

October 5-7, 2007 at Diocesan Convention

1. The Rev. Cordelia Red Owl resigned from the 2.
Standing Committee with one year left in her term
of office.

2. Rejected consent to the election of the The Very 3.
Rev. Mark Lawrence as 8ishop of South
Carolina.

3. Welcomed new members The Rev. Leslie CampThroughout the past year, the Standing Committee has
bell for a four year term, The Rev. John Tarrant tbeen working with the Nominating Committee on the
fill the unexpired term (one year) of The Rev.  election process for our next Bishop.

Cordelia Red Owl, and Kim Fonder for a four year
term. Respectfully submitted,
4. Officers elected for the coming year are: Jean Lacher
President — Jean Lacher President, Standing Committee
Vice President — Fr. John Spruhan
Secretary — Fr. John Tarrant
Thunderhead Episcopal Camp

December 1, 2007 2008 Annual Report to Convention

1. Gave Consent to the consecration of the Rev. DdBod assembled a wonderful team of core staff and vol-
Thomas Edwards as Diocesan Bishop of Nevadaunteers for another successful summer camping sea-

2. Gave Consent to the consecration of the Rev. Joson. We returned to more similar age groupings this
McKee Sloan as Suffragan Bishop of the Diocesgear and started the youth camping season withthe 5
of Alabama. and 6" grade camp. Seven returning campers were

3. Gave Consent to ordain Deacon Mary Kay joined by 12 new and wonderful personalities. Part of
Jennings to the Priesthood in the Diocese of Southe staff then headed to Niobrara Convocation to fa-
Dakota. cilitate the children’s activities. A highlight was lead-

4. Gave Consent to the Diocese of Dallas for the ing noon prayers, including a dramatic presentation of
election of a Suffragan Bishop. the Gospel, for all the bishops present. Each “camper”

then received a pin from the Presiding Bishop. Over a

January — March, 2008 dozen children participated throughout the weekend.

1. Gave consent for the consecration of the Rev.
Jeffrey D. Lee as Diocesan of the Diocese of
Chicago.

2. Gave Consent to the Diocese of Puerto Rico to
elect a Coadjutor Bishop.

3. Gave consent for the consecration of the Rev.

High school camp was larger than last year (if you
count only South Dakota youth), with seven returning
campers and seven new ones; many were friends re-
cruited by the other campers. Jane Hill, one of the
EYE chaperones, visited to meet the three campers
who would also attend EYE in San Antonio, just a few

Stephen Taylor Lane to be Coadjutor Bishop of days after camp.
the Diocese of Maine.
4. Gave Consent to the Diocese of Texas to elect aSt. James’ Church, Enemy Swim Lake, invited us to
Coadjutor Bishop. hold day camp during their annual Brotherhood of St.
5. Gave consent for the consecration of the Rev. DAndrew Junior Camp. Fr. Les Campbell welcomed the
Prince Singh to be Bishop of the Diocese of Roclstaff to “the coolest place in the state,” and everyone
ester. made us feel right at home. A total of 13 young people
6. Gave Consent to the Diocese of South Dakota tgparticipated throughout the week. TH2& 8" grade
elect a Coadjutor Bishop. camps were split into boys and girls sessions. The girls
7. Gave consent to ordain Deacon Charles King to didn't miss having boys around, but the boys were a
the Priesthood in the Diocese of South Dakota. (Continued on page 16)
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bit disappointed that no co-ed camp fit into the sched- TEC Board Report
ule this year. Still, the numbers were good, with 16
boys and 13 girls. The TEC Board was reconstituted by Bishop Robertson

in October, 2004 to get TEC up and running again. The
Over all, more than half of this year's campers had Board worked very hard to develop program, hire
attended in previous years. The staff and campers qualified staff, work toward American Camp Associa-
worked hard to make this a fun, safe, worshipful, andion accreditation, and see that there was a successful
sacred place. Some special highlights were making summer camping season for the youth of our Diocese.
personal shields (thanks to Pizza Lab in Central CityEach year the total number of campers increased over
for the donations of pizza rounds!), cleaning the highthe previous year.
way and road ditches near camp as a way to care for
our earth, a wonderful variety of worship styles, TECIn addition to having camp at TEC, now TEC has taken
Olympics, Roubaix Lake, recycling, making Anglicanits program out to various missions for a week long
rosaries and using them in worship, nightly Complines€ssion where the staff is able to work with younger
services, Taizé music, and discussions about our  children. If the kids are unable to come to TEC, then
theme of “Living in the Sacred Circle.” The campers TEC will go to them. This had been a very successful
also donated some of their spending money to suppd¥gY to entice youth to come to the Black Hills.
the United Thank Offering and Moses Joknhial’s

school project in the South Sudan. Now Thunderhead Episcopal Camp will be moving in a

new direction. The Bishop and Diocesan Council have
decided that TEC will become its own 501(c)3 which

jves it non-profit status and will make it easier to do
und raising on its own. The camp will also operate in a
hospitality mode where camp provides the facility and
_the program is provided by the groups that come to use
the camp.

Thank you to all the people who helped make this
summer possible by their generous donations of sch
arships, sewing machines, arts and crafts supplies,
bedding, and other gifts. The camp also received a
grant for working with children whose parents are in
carcerated. Originally the grant was designed for
camps focusing on this special group, but we re-
gquested that we be able to include the children in a
regular camp experience, since life is already difficul
enough for them.

With the change in how TEC will operate, the Bishop
as appointed a whole new TEC Board. | want to thank
hose TEC Board members who have given so much

time, energy and enthusiasm to see that TEC has be-

_ . .._come the wonderful camp that it is today — Uhl Dono-
Two other highlights of the summer were having RIt’E\/an, the late Fr. Bill Hibbert, Denelle High Elk, Jane

Powell, our new Diocesan Youth Director, with us foer’ Skye Lund, Mo. Marion Rectenwald, Cheryl Sam,

many of the camps, and a full cadre of Spiritual Direg} o |5ea Tripp, Karen White Horse, Johnny Wilson,
tors. Thanks to Deacon Judith Peterson (Family Andrea Woodard and Holly Huisken.

Camp), Ryan Hall (8& 6" grade camp and the boys

camp), Wayne MclIntosh (high school camp), and 1 nderhead Episcopal Camp will continue to provide
Kathryn Costas (girls’ camp) for their leadership this 5 saphath experience in a sacred space that nurtures
year. Thanks also to Mary Hall and Cary Thrall, whofajth, fosters intercultural community, develops and
donated a week of time as cabin counselors and Progeepens friendships, empowers future leaders, and
gram assistants. equips participants to live with Christian integrity in a
safe and joyful atmosphere of fantastic fun under the
In addition to the youth camps, TEC hosted Family very capable leadership of Holly Huisken, Director.
Camp, Summer Seminary, a Women’s Retreat, a
Men’s Retreat, an Alumni Retreat, the Rolling Thun-with the arrival of the new Diocesan Youth Coordina-
der Chapter of South Dakota during the Sturgis Rallytor, Deacon Rita Powell, and the appointment of a new
a mission group, and some individual clergy retreatsyouth Advisory Council, | look forward to many new
and innovative programs to come forth for the youth of

Thank you most of all for your prayers. our Diocese. Please keep everyone involved in youth
Respectfully submitted, ministry in our Diocese in your prayers as they move in
Holly Huisken, Camp Director a new direction.

Jean Lacher,
Former Chair of the TEC Board
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2

2008 Convention Registration Form

Please see instructions on next page

CHECK ONE:

Clergy Lay

Delegate Delegate  AlteenatVisitor
Name

Last First Ml
How would you like your first name to read on nametag?
CLERGY,will you be attending the Clergy Conference & Thursday dinner? _YES NO
CLERGY SPOUSEwill you be attending the Thursday night dinner? _ YES NO

Address
City State Zip + 4
Church Location/City
Phone (day) Phone (evening)
e-malil

Do you receive th€hurchNew8 Yes No Web
Will you sing in the Convention Choir? Yes No
Do you wish to have an exhibit table ($10/table/day)? YesNo

REGISTRATION FEE: (includes 2 Saturday meals, snacks, and materials. Breakfast is on your own)

$60for Clergy DelegatesLay DelegatesAlternates, andVisitors

MEALS ONLY : (for unregistered guests only)
Saturday Lunch Buffet
@ $11.50 each

Saturday Night Banquet Buffet

@ $20.00 each
@ $12.50 each (Child 10 yrs and under)

TOTAL: $

Payment Enclosedmake checks payable to “The Diocese of South Dakota”)
| will pay at convention. (Church charges will NOT be accepted.)
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INSTRUCTIONS

REGISTRATION
Please use only one (1) name per form.
Return registration forms (and payment - check or money order) by SelpéerO to:
The Diocese of South Dakota
500 S. Main Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
Call (605) 338-9751, or email office.diocese@midconetwork.com if you have any questions.

Payment is preferred in advance, but can be made on-site at the fegitttze.

Registrants need to check in at the Convention Registration table atSPedarto receive packet of
materials.

Delegates must also check in at the Credentials table afteeragjst

MEALS

Registration fee for Delegates, Alternates, and Visitors incl8detunch, Sat Banquet, Breaks, and
Materials.

Breakfast is on your own.
Meals for_unregistered guests use Meals Only portion.

HOUSING:

Our room block rate &edar Shoreis guaranteed througbeptember 1 Call 605-734-6376 to book;
tell them you're with “The Diocese of SD Convention.” Rates: $72.95/nighs{ifigle or double)
plus tax.

Alternate lodging is available at area motels.

Quilts for Diocesan Convention

We are looking for quilts to decorate the halls of Cedar Shores Rasbibtesan Convention i
October. There is a lot more space to display them than we have had in tifelgxst. bring quilts
that can be used for display only or that can be sold. If you want to sell youphpsite put on eag
quilt your name and your church, the price and where the money will go. For quiltsetfat dis-
play only, please label them “for display only” with your name and church on them, amidl see
that they get back to you at the end of Convention.

The quilts can be delivered to your local clergy person for them to bring t¢etigyy Conference
which begins Thursday at 1 pm just prior to Convention, or get them to the chi@bhrnberlain o
Lower Brule or the Diocesan Office and they will get to the Convention Céifte quilts will be
hung late Thursday afternoon or early Friday morning.

Please contact Barbee Hovelson, 605-693-3079 (bhovison@itctel.com), Jean Lacher; 6059 93
3711 (bobjean@itctel.com) or Mary at the Diocesan Office if you have anyaqnsest
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2008
Pre-Convention
Deanery Meetings

All delegatesandclergy should attend the deanery pre-convention meeting
in order to prepare for convention business.
All interested Episcoplians are encouraged to attend.

Central, Northwest, Eastern Black Hills
Rosebud, & Pine & Northeastern Deanery
Ridge Deaneries Deaneries

Sat. Sept 13, 2pm Sun. Sept 14, 4pm Sun. Sept. 21, 2pm
Trinity Church, Pierre St. Paul’s, Brookings Emmanuel, Rapid City

408 N. Jefferson - 717 Quincy
726 Sixth Street
224-5237 692-2617 342-0909
Central Deanery | Eastern Deanery Pine Ridge Rosebud
The Very Rev. John The Very Rev. Liam
Tarrant, Dean * 224-5237| Muller, Dean * 996-3025 | The Ve[r)yer\,aégleéiig West, ThE\/eeraynReesy\John
Dean * 685-6631 *747-
Chamberlain DeSmet Mitchell Spruhan, Dean * 747-5927
Fort Thompson Flandreau Santee | Allen Porcupine Bonesteel Okreek
Fort Pierre Howe Creek Sioux Falls | Batesland  Potato Creel Corn Creek Rosebud
Gettysburg Huron Vermillion| Calico Red Shirt Gregory Soldier's
Lower Brule Madison Yankton | Kyle Table Herrick Creek
Pierre Manderson Sharp’s Ideal Wagner
Pukwana Martin W Corner Lake Andes White River
akpamni Lake| .
Northeast (F’)_glalg_d Wanblee Mission Winner
Ine Kiage Norris
Northwest Deanery
Deanery The Very Rev. Kathryn
hThe Very Rev. Rob Costas, Dean * 225-0474 Black Hills L L 1
Schwarz, Dean * 845-218P
Aberdeen Deanery ; ~
Bear Creek Little Oak Brookings The Very Rev. Bunker Hill O
Blackfoot Creek . Brown's Valle Dean * 642-4349 o)
Bullhead McLaughlin £ Swi Lgke Belle Fourche
Cherry Creek Mobridge nenl:/}llﬂb;\/r:r; Deadwood
Dupree On the Tree Old Adenc Hot Springs
Eagle Butte Promise Sicseron Lead I I
Firesteel ~ Thunder Watertown Rapid City <>
Iron Butte Spearfish —->
Lightning Wakpala Webster Sturgis
Little Eagle White Horse
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Nomination Form

2008 Annual Diocesan Convention Clip Photo

Here

Please fill in all areas, and return the form BY SEPTEMBER 10* to
Diocesan Office (can also be sen

500 S. Main Avenue dlgltaIIy_—BOO
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-6814 dpl)

—

Print Name of Nominee:

Address:
e-mail:
Telephone: (Day) (Evening)
Congregation/City:
Nominated by:
(Signaturé
Yes, | accept this nomination:
(Signaturg

| nominate this person for:
____Historiographer/Registrar (3 years)

____Standing Committee
____ 1 Presbyter (Priest) to fill 4 year term (term expires 2012)
1 Lay Person tofill 4 year term (term expires 2012)

____Province VI Deputy
__ 1 Clergy (presbyter or deacon) to fill 3 year term (term expires 2011)
____1Clergy to fill 1 year unexpired term (term expires 2009)
1 Lay Person tofill 3 year term (term expires 2011)

____Trial Court
____ 1 Preshyter (Priest) for 3 year unexpired term (term expires 2011)
____ 1 Presbyter (Priest) for 5 year unexpired term (term expires 2013)
____1Lay Person for 2 year unexpired term (term expires 2010)
1 Lay Person for 4 year term (term expires 2012)

Please send the candidate’s brief biographical infmation and a recent photo. Background informationshould
include information that demonstrates the skills, gperience and commitment the nominee would bring tohis
position.

***tg be included in convention packets.
(Nominations accepted up to 11:00 am on Saturdaighi@r 4.)
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Standing Committee

With a Bishop in charge of the Diocese, the Stap@inmmittee shall be the Bishop’s Council of Advigéhen the
Diocese is without a Bishop...the Standing Committehe diocese shall be the Ecclesiastical Authia# provided
by the General Convention Constitution and Candhse. Standing Committee also plays a part in théatwn proc-
ess. The Standing Committee consists of eight mesnbad election shall be made by the diocesanertion for a
term of four years. Members are entitled to electa two terms. The Standing Committee meets iBrég a year, or
as needed. A member of Standing Committee is agatélegate to Annual Convention.

Province VI Deputy

Each Province has a Synod which meets regulgelyerally yearly around the Province) for thepmse of organiz-
ing and carrying out the responsibilities of the\rnce. The Provincial Synod can enact ordinanoce#ts own regula-
tion, elect judges of the Provincial Court of Revjg@erform such duties as may be committed to ithieyGeneral
Convention, and deal with other matters withinFhevince, as directed and limited by Canon.

Trial Court

Trial Court is an elected body consisting of fivembers (3 presbyters and 2 lay persons) for tefriigeoyears for
the trial of any priest or deacon subject to itssfiction. The Trial Court shall be governed bg Rules of Procedure
set forth in Appendix A to the General ConventiatielV and by Federal Rules of Evidence.

Friday, October 3, 2008

Cedar Shore Resort, Oacoma, South Dakota
10:30 am Registration and Refreshments

11:00 am Opening Prayer & Business Meeting
Voting on by-law changes
Budget, Other Reports
Voting on Honored Woman

By 2:00 pm  Adjournment and lunch on yowno

Please return the form below if you plan to attesudywe can have enough chairs, snacks, matenalsytaer
accommodationdeadline: September 22

| will attend the EWC Meetioig October 3

Name

Address

City, Zip tibayPhone #

Church

Return form to: Diocese of South Dakota
500 S. Main Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57104
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Preliminary* Convention Schedule

October 2-5

1" #$ $

THURSDAY, October 2

1pm Clergy Conference Begins
6:30 pm Clergy/Spouse Dinner

FRIDAY, October 3

7:00 am Clergy/Spouse breakfast
8:00 am Clergy Conference Continues
12 noon Clergy/Spouse lunch

11 am—2 pm EWC Meeting

2:00 pm Registration & Credentials Orientation
3-7 pm Registration and Credentialing,
in the lobby

4:00 pm  Standing Committee Meeting
4:00 pm Host of Next Convention Meeting

(Northeastern Deanery)
5:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal, Convention Floor
5:00 pm Niobrara Council

AS PARTNERS, WE GATHER IN OUR HERITAGE
To PRrRAISE, TO HEAR,
AND TO WELCOME EACH OTHER.

7:30 pm Opening Eucharist & Bishop’s Charge
at Convention Center
Reception before and after

After service:
Nominations Committee Meeting, lobby
Resolutions Committee Meeting, lobby
Committee on Bishop’s Charge, lobby

SATURDAY, October 4

Breakfast on your own.

8 a.m.-12 noon Registration at Convention Center

Cedar Shore, Oacoma

%&

AS PARTNERS, WE GATHER TO DISCERN

8:30 am Morning Prayer
9:00 am Organizing for Action
Introductory Business
10:30 am Workshops & Noonday Prayers
(Noonday prayers within workshop.)

11:00 am Deadline for nominations, resolutions

12 noon Lunch buffet
Next Step Workshop: God Signs

AS PARTNERS, WE GATHER TO CONSIDER

1:15 pm Discussion and Action on Budget
Elections
Resolutions
Response to Bishop's Charge
Capital Campaign
Other Reports

AS PARTNERS, WE GATHER TO FEAST
6:45 pm Banquet Buffet
Entertainment

Compline

SUNDAY, October 5

AS PARTNERS, WE GATHER TO DISCUSS

Breakfast on your own.

8:30 am Morning Prayer

9:00 am Presentation by Nominating Committee;
Transition Committee
Floor Discussion
Unfinished Business

AS PARTNERS, WE GATHER TO CELEBRATE
AND OFFER THANKS

10:30 am Closing Eucharisiat Convention Center

**Subject to Change
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Nominations to Date

Standing Committee
1 Presbyter to fill 4 year term
1 Lay person to fill 4 year term

Nominations received to date

Dennis Potter
Calvary Cathedral,
Sioux Falls

Moving? Please tell us...
|:| Change |:| Contribution |:| Cancellation

NI .
NEW AGArESS. ..ottt e e e e e
L0312 ) I o T
Effective Date ..........ccooovveiiii i

Church we will attend after MOVe ..ot

Mail to:
South Dakota ChurchNews
500 S. Main Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-6814

CLIP <§< TO INCLUDE CURRENT ADDRESS IMPRINTED ON OTHERDE

stars enjoying the cozy surroundings and the famili-
arity of each other. As the fire blazed on we sat in
discussion about what engages us in church and
God. We soon learned that not many of us were
even going to church but still felt a deep feeling for
the church we were raised in. So the question since
that beautiful night has burned within us. The end
result, that is actually just the beginning, is this
workshop called The Next Step.

Nominated by Larry Ort,
Dennis is a lifetime mem-

ber of the Episcopal

Church: born, raised, baptized, and confirmed at
Christ Church, Chamberlain. He has been active
the church in 5 dioceses, serving on Diocesan
Council, COM, members of several boards, and at-
tending 2 General Conventions. He is currently a
delegate to the 2009 General Convention, on the
Transition Committee for the Election of a Bishop,
and on the Vestry at Calvary Cathedral.

Our first workshop was last year at Convention.
Our theme for the year was “When You Love God
ﬁz}ut Feel You Can’t Trust Him.” We felt this theme
would open conversation about the trying times in
our personal lives and welcome interest from each
generation. The patrticipation was awesome at Con-
vention. A diverse group of people enjoyed each
other’s stories, learned a little about our positions in
life and attempted some fun camp songs. With that
success, we held another workshop in February at

The Next Step

he Next Step is a workshop put together by
four people in the diocese who see the nee
for open and honest conversation on our feelings
about God. Last year at the Alumni Reunion many"’l
past campers sat around a fire under a blanket o

Grace Church in Huron and at Thunderhead Episco-
pal Camp in August.

This year's theme will be “God Signs.” We spent a
dvear talking about how to love and trust in God and
now we are moving forward. After this last year or
nytime during our lives we have all seen or heard
¢ or felt what we thought to be signs from God. Let’s

(Continued on page 24)
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DEANERY CONTACTS "HE O #&, (RH )8 R
PHONE and EMAIL LISTINGS

Black Hills  The Very Rev. Bunker Hill
(0) 642-4349 (h) 722-2684
bunker@rushmore.com

Central The Very Rev. John Tarrant
(c) 222-8199 (0) 224-5237  (h) 945-0515
trinity@dakota2k.net

j&ptarrant@dakota2k.net

Eastern The Very Rev. Liam Muller
(0) 996-3025 (h) 292-0581
rectorstmarys@mitchelltelecom.net

Northeast The Very Rev. Kathryn Costas .y
(0) 225-0474 (C) 226-9043 $
kathryncostas@mac.com TR &

Northwest The Very Rev. Robert Schwarz
(c) 230-0381 (o/h) 845-218; The Next Step . . .
robmoros@westriv.com

(Continued from page 23)

Pine Ridge  The Very Rev. Craig West talk about those signs and how each incident affected
(o/h) 685-6631 our lives. All ages above 18 are encouraged to par-
sthdcaw@gmail.com ticipate. We look forward to another great year start-

ing at Convention in October.
Rosebud The Very Rev. John Spruhan
(o/h) 747-5927 Keep an open mind and an open heart. As long as we
RevDrWho@aol.com open ourselves up to a possibility, we open ourselves
to God. What could be better than that!!1????

Tara Jean Engel  Kiristin Sanford
Holly Huisken Cary Thrall

The Episcopal Church in South Dakota is a sacred ci  rcle gathered around
Jesus in prayer, loving and serving God and our nei ghbor in Jesus’ name.

The Mission of the Diocese of South Dakota is to restore all peopletyo uni
with God and each other in Christ through the ministry of all.

The Diocese of South Dakota www.diocesesd.org Deadline for next iseber G)(ajt8



