
 

South Dakota ChurchNews                                                                                                           November/December 2011 

Page 1 

     
 

 November/December 2011 

 

����

������������ ��������	����
��
�������������	����
��
�������������	����
��
�������������	����
��
������ ���

���� ��� ���� � ���������������������������������������� ��� ���� � ��
��
��
��
��
��
��
��
 ��������

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�

www.diocesesd.org 

Transforming Lives In South Dakota 
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The Niobrara SERVICE BOOK has been reprinted.  
 

2  iobrara Wocekiye Wowapi, containing selections 
from the Book of Common Prayer of 1929, adapted to 

the use of the Dakota people and first issued in 1962, is set 
up in columns with English on the left and Dakota transla-
tion on the right. The only exception is the Sunday scripture 
readings (Epistles and Gospels) which are just in Dakota. 
 
Nicely bound on beautiful paper, the book will sell for at 
least $35.00 (exact price hasn’t been set as of date of this 
printing—these are HOT off the press!) 
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South Dakota Episcopal  
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(ISSN 0746-9276) 

Published 6 times a year, in Janu-
ary, March, May, July, Septem-

ber, and November by 
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500 South Main Avenue 
Sioux Falls, SD  57104-6814 

Periodicals postage paid at Sioux 
Falls, SD, and additional  

mailing office. 
Postmaster:  Send address 

changes to: 
South Dakota Episcopal 

��� � �������������������� ��� � ��
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� ���
500 South Main Avenue 

Sioux Falls, SD  57104-6814 
Correspondence and articles should 

be sent to: 
Editor 

500 South Main Avenue 
Sioux Falls, SD  57104-6814 

(605) 338-9751 
E-mail: office.diocese 
@midconetwork.com 
Fax: (605) 336-6243 

Annual Subscription:  $5 

�  Change of address 
�  Subscription—$5/yr. 
�  Cancellation 
�  Donation 
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You can help the Diocese of South 

Dakota save money in postage 
due.  Use this form to give us your 
new address BEFORE you move.  

 
____________________________ 
name 
____________________________ 
address 
____________________________ 
address 
____________________________ 
date 

Living Generously 
2011 Convention Address 

 

�  ver the past two years as I have traveled 
thousands of miles around our Diocese I 

have been profoundly moved by the generosity of 
the people I have encountered. Everywhere I go 
there are signs of generosity.       
 
It begins with our Diocesan staff and mission 
clergy. They give much more time than that for 
which they are paid serving the people of this dio-
cese. Countless hours are spent doing more work 
with less staff and little or no increase in compen-
sation. Their generosity to this diocese and the 
churches in South Dakota is remarkable.  
 
The volunteer time given to our churches by lay and non-stipend clergy is 
one of the forces that keeps our ministry alive. I am thankful for your gener-
osity as well. Last year the Church of All Angels in Spearfish offered the 
Diocese a $100,000 matching grant from a bequest they had received to help 
us launch a significant youth ministry project. What an amazing witness of 
generosity. 
 
God’s Spirit is truly alive in South Dakota.  
 
I have seen a level of generosity in parts of this diocese that both humbles 
and inspires me. A generosity that comes not out of people’s ability to give 
or even the need of the receiver to get but it comes out of the very essence of 
holiness. It comes simply from a need to be generous. I often have heard the 
criticism, “they (those who are financially poor) really can’t afford to give so 
much.”  Well, of course, they can’t, that’s what makes it generous.  
 
I have learned some profound lessons from many I have been called to serve 
about generosity and sacrifice. I have been fed the feast of a king by people 
who struggle to pay their bills. I have received precious gifts from folks who 
would by some people’s measurements be describe as poor. I have watched a 
small church that can barely meet its own expenses open up its doors and of-
fer hot meals to those in their community who are hungry. I continually see 
people who are generous with their time, their resources, and their lives. I am 
blessed to serve among a people who are truly “living generously.” 
 
The generosity of the Church of All Angels and others around the Diocese 
and beyond made it possible in June to hire Deacon Brandon Mauai as a full-
time youth minister for the Standing Rock Mission. You will have an oppor-
tunity to meet Brandon this weekend. This project has been set into motion 
through the generosity and hard work of the people of this diocese including 
a $1,000.00 gift from one of our mission churches. 
 
It is out of this profound generosity that this diocese is going to move boldly 
forward to live into what I believe is the very will of God for us in this time 

(Continued on page 12) 

Volume 64, Number 6 

The Rt. Rev. John Tarrant 

From the Bishop 
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Lakota Christmas 
 

�  here are only a few Christmas hymns in the 
Dakota Hymnal, and Gladys Hawk (St. 

Elizabeth’s, Wakpala) is doing something about 
that lack. 
 
In the first of several phases, she has translated 
“Away In A Manger,” “O Little Town of Bethle-
hem,” and “It Came Upon A Midnight Clear” from 
the English into the Lakota language. “I think if 
there were more of these beautiful Christmas carols 
transposed into Lakota, it certainly would add 
cheerfulness so that our young people can sing 
them in Lakota, thus, in part, preserving our Lakota 
language,” said Gladys.  
 
She rues the shift in education from teaching mu-
sic – singing and playing instruments – to more of 
an emphasis on sports.  
 
The translated words will be attached to the music, 
placed in a booklet, and sent out to the congrega-
tions.  
 
 

Wa makashka O un Oti Wanicha  
(Away In a Manger)  

 
Christ Jesus, Toyunke wanica chan ke 
Kul yun ke kta k’un 
O Kihi sni ca 
Wicahpi wakanlya ahi tun wa pi 
Wanikiya Jesus, Tanya ishtima! 
 
Hoksicala Jesus, kikta hiyaye! 
Waniyapi hena hotunyayapi 
Waste cila k’un, amayutan ye! 
Mi sakibya un ye 
Anpo hetanya 
 
Christ Jesus, mici un wacinciye hcin 
Ohinniya un ye, waste malake 
Wakanyeja unpi wicayawaste 
Mahpiyata nici un k’unpi kta ce 

 
 
 
 
 
 

eService? 
By Ginger Thomson 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Brookings 
 

4   fellow parishioner thought she had busted 
me at a recent church service when she saw 

me reading my Nook.  
 
“What were you doing reading during the service?” 
she quipped. It’s true, I did have my e-reader* in 
front of me, but I had downloaded The Book of 
Common Prayer and was following along with The 
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two. 
 
I didn’t buy a Nook with 
the intention of bringing it 
to church. But when I dis-
covered The Book of 
Common Prayer 
download, available for 
just $4.99, I thought it 
was worth a try. Not only can I electronically book-
mark pages for quick access to Prayers of the Peo-
ple and the like, but I can adjust the size of the text, 
eliminating the need for reading glasses. ��
�
Now excuse me while I go download the Bible… 
 
*The most common eReaders are the Nook and the 
Kindle. 
 

Mission church gets refurbished 
 

!  t. John the Baptist Episcopal Church in 
Browns Valley (on the Sisseton Mission) was 

in need of some refurbishing. . . So the members set 
about to rectify that. They painted, fixed some win-
dows, made a new altar, altar rail, and credence ta-
ble, added a new drape and cross behind the altar, 
put new carpet around the altar, and more!�

Around the Diocese  
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Cathedral offers  
RHYTHMS OF GRACE 
 

# or many families with a child who has sensory 
issues, church can be difficult, if not impossi-

ble to attend. The traditional service in most denomi-
nations can cause a variety of difficulties for chil-
dren who suffer from these difficulties, including 
ADHD, Autism, and Sensory Processing Disorder.  
 
Emily Colson, the author of Dancing with Max 
summed it up beautifully in Christianity Today. 
“The truth is most families with autistic children 
can’t make it out the door to church…for five years, 
we stayed home on Sunday mornings”. RHYTHMS OF 
GRACE serves as a ministry of inclusion for those in 
Colson’s words, feel “isolated like lepers” because 
of sensory issues.  
 
With RHYTHMS OF GRACE, there isn’t any judging 
or any behavioral expectations. Participants are met 
where they are: with sensory disorders, there often 
are developmental issues as well and not every par-
ticipant is able to do the same as the person next to 
them. The program is like a traditional worship ser-
vice, including gathering time, lessons from the Bi-
ble, and explorations of the Bible story, chance to 
celebrate the Eucharist, and prayer time. If there is a 
behavioral issue, a “safe corner” is available for the 
participants.  
 
Calvary Cathedral began offering the RHYTHMS OF 
GRACE on October 23rd and will continue on a 
monthly basis. The worship service is held at 3 PM 
in the church, and a chance for socializing and net-
working for families will follow the service in the 
Lewis Commons. 
 
Dee DiMemmo, Youth Director at Calvary 
Cathedral, has been the driving force to 
bring RHYTHMS OF GRACE to the Diocese of 
South Dakota. “Currently, one in 110 chil-
dren is diagnosed with Autism, and most of 
those families feel invisible. There is a level of em-
barrassment and shame that often accompanies a di-
agnosis, due to the child behaving strangely or inap-
propriately”. DiMemmo knows these feelings first 
hand, as she is also the mother of a nine year old 
with Asperger’s, a disorder on the Autism Spectrum. 
“The first time I brought my son to church, he was 

acting up because he was in sensory overload. It was 
such a negative experience that I stopped bringing 
him until he was older, because it was so unpredict-
able what he would do.”  
 
“We need to welcome these families back to church, 
and in some cases, invite them in for the first time,” 
she states. “RHYTHMS OF GRACE is a safe environ-
ment, where you don’t have to worry about no one 
else understanding why your child is flapping their 
arms or rocking; or that they need to get up and walk 
around during the service.”  
 
The program originated in the Episcopal Diocese of 
Connecticut in 2003 by Linda Snyder and the Rev. 
Dr. Audrey Scanlan at the request of parishioners 
who felt excluded by their children’s diagnosis. 
They have developed the program, which has now 
expanded to the Diocese of Massachusetts, Texas 
and now South Dakota, as well as writing a book on 
the program, Rhythms of Grace, available from 
Group Publishing.  
 
While the program originated in the Episcopal 
Church, it is open to participants of all faith tradi-
tions. For more information, please contact Dee Di 
Memmo at Calvary Cathedral at 336-3486 or at 
dee@calvarycathedral.net.  
 
RHYTHMS OF GRACE, a worship experience for those 
with sensory issues (autism, ADHD, SPD) 
http://www.aspecialgrace.com 
 
 

Records can be  
managed 
 

% o you ever won-
der how long to 

keep certain church 
records, or if you are 
keeping the right ones 
in the first place?      

          
Would you like some expert advice on storage of 
records, or managing electronic records?  
 
The Archives of the Episcopal Church put out a 
document entitled “Records Management for Con-
gregations: A Manual for Episcopal Parishes and 
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Missions”. This can be accessed and copied for  
internal business purposes by going to the following 
website: 
 
Archives website  
http://www.episcopalarchives.org/
Records_Manual_for_Congregations.pdf 
 
It is an excellent guide for best-case standards which 
can be tailored to fit the specific requirements of par-
ticular congregations. It also contains a “General Re-
cords Retention Schedule for Congregations” (How 
long do I have to keep these records?) based on IRS 
requirements, statutory legislation, administrative 
law, professional standards, and best practices.  
 
Ordained and lay leaders would benefit by becoming 
familiar with this manual. 
 
 

Historic windows are restored 
 
 
 
 
 

�  ethsemane Church, Sisseton, is known as the 
“Church of the Living Windows.”  

 
These treasured windows have artistic, historical, 
and religious value in the Sisseton community. 
When their historic stained glass windows needed 
repair, stabilizing, and protection, the congregation 
sought outside help through grants to augment their 
own donations and fund raising. A grant was re-
ceived from the Deadwood Historical Society. 
 
On September 27, Viking Studios of Cedar, MN 
completed their work. On the 7 stained glass win-
dows (and 3 others), bulges were reduced, braces 
were removed, installed, and secured. The exterior  
of each window was recemented (grouting forced 

between the glass and the lead to strengthen it and 
help preserve the lead against oxidation and deterio-
ration). Protective coverings were then installed. 
 
All was completed by October 2, in time for the 
Bishop’s Visit and blessing service. 
 
The first three stained glass windows were given in 
memory of Imogene Adams, a young woman who 
made a tremendous impact on her community during 
her short life. A window fund, begun by the church 
women, resulted in two more windows in 1942 and 
an additional two in 1943. 
 
 

Convention offering  
helps rebuild Haiti 
 

1  ach year the offering collected during conven-
tion’s closing Eucharist is designated for a par-

ticular mission project. This year the Diocesan 
Council suggested that it be sent to help rebuild the 
Church in Haiti. Here is the acknowledgment of our 
gift:  
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(Continued on page 6) 

Around the Diocese 
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Oct 4 honors Francis  
of Assisi 
 

5 t’s long been a tradition for 
churches to have a Blessing of the 

Animals (now usually pets) at this 
time of year.  
 
The Very Rev. Jackie Bernacchi (Trinity, Water-
town) here offers two slightly different takes on the 
tradition. 
 
Francis of Assisi: A different View  
 
I wince when I see Francis of Assisi perched on a 
birdbath. It summons (to me) an almost comic book 
character, a belittling male counterpart to a fairytale 
heroine twirling and singing with forest creatures.  
 
The real Francis was quite different, and though his 
life reveals he was serious about blessing animals, 
which by his time was an old tradition of the Church, 

he is rarely honored for the painful, radical truth that 
he brought back to Christendom. I would like to do 
that now.  
 
From the fall of Rome on, the survival of Christianity 
owes much to the pontiffs who fought off barbarians 
and stood up to secular “princes” who named abbots 
and bishops. These Church leaders fought hard to rid 
Christianity of lay investiture. Nevertheless, by the 
late 1100s, Rome was arguably home to the greatest 
monarch in the Christian world. In 1204 Innocent III 
was enthroned in grandeur and entrusted with power 
that previous pontiffs could only dream of (Fairfield, 
85).  
 
The splendor of Innocent and the happily impover-
ished life of Francis would meet in eternal dichotomy 
when the band of young ragged preachers, led by 
Francis, received the pope’s blessing in Rome to con-
tinue work among the poor of Europe as the “little 
brothers” or “friars minor”. It was not just the con-
trast of satin to soiled sackcloth; it was a recollection 
of what the Church once was against all it had be-
come.  

 
The life of Francis of Assisi re-
minded the Church of Christ’s love 

of the poor and perhaps Christ-like ten-
derness that could be lost in the pomp 
and importance of ruling. The life of 
Francis provoked hard questions.  
 
Was the Church called to rule the 
world or serve it? Should the Church 

identify with warlords and merchants or 
the poor peasants and workers? Were 

military strength and political power legitimate weap-
ons for a Church faced with a violent and disorderly 
society? The pope and ragged friar had embraced, but 
the agonizing questions remained.  
 
I honor Francis for this. 
 
St. Francis and Wolves of Watertown 

 
Well, let me clarify, St. Francis didn’t show up, but 
there was enough of his spirit in the blessing of wild 
animals to suffice. 
 
On Sunday, Oct. 2 an ecumenical group of lay and 
ordained ministers met for the first time ever to bless 

Around the Diocese 
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the wild. We were at Bramble Park Zoo in Water-
town, SD. The Episcopal Church was well repre-
sented with 2 ordained and 4 lay people, along with 
Lutheran, Catholic and Methodist participation.  
 
It was a poignant hour – we opened the service with 
prayer and an acknowledgment of the work of the zoo 
in caring for some living history of God’s great crea-
tive diversity upon the earth. The zoo is trying to edu-
cate humans to care and preserve a wide variety of 
wild creatures. The Creator blessed them and called 
them good; could we do any less? 
 
Being led by a helpful employee, we visited and 
prayed for all sorts of life including primates, great 
beautiful birds, donkeys, kangaroos, camels, croco-
diles, an ailing old tiger (we added healing prayers 
for him), and then the most regal pair of wolves I 
have ever seen—a couple, just lying in fall leaves, 
heads raised with a calm, yet exploring expression. 
Remembering the story of Francis and the wolf of 
Gubbio, the moment felt incredibly like touching a 
distant time.  
 
At the end of our blessing tour, we all said the prayer 
of St. Francis, and departed in the softness of per-
sonal thought. Oh yes, we would gather again next 
year. The sight of such remarkable life had blessed us 
far more than we ever do.  

 
The Very Rev. Jackie Bernacchi 

Trinity, Watertown 
 

Quilts #1 
 

# or their 2011 Community 
Project, Grace Episcopal Church in 

Madison organized a Sidewalk Project Com-
mittee to provide information and financial 
help to homeowners who are being required by 
the City to put in sidewalks. The church felt 
this was a good project for a small group, and one 
that filled a real need. Property owners have no 
choice but to have the work done, or it will be done 
by the City at the owner’s expense. In the current 
economic climate, this could be a hardship. 
 
Each year the city designates specific roads where 
sidewalk installation will be required. The Committee 
obtained the list of landowners affected this year and 
each was sent a letter about the outreach project and a 
list of local contractors who will give bids on side-

walk installation, so homeowners can hire them di-
rectly rather than going through the City.  
 
They also raffled off a quilt that was made by the 
Grace No Name Quilters. Those who responded to 
the outreach received a portion of the proceeds. The 
Northwestern Energy office in Madison displayed the 
quilt and sold raffle tickets. Members of the congre-
gation sold tickets privately and during Crazy Days, 
and one family that actually asked for financial assis-
tance sold tickets. The drawing for the raffle was held 
on September 4, and the winner was Donna Amert. 
 
Thanks to all who participated, Grace Church raised 
over $700 to help their neighbors. 
 

Quilts #2 
 

1  ach Monday evening during the 
fall, winter, and spring, a group of 

women at Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Sioux Falls gather to use their sewing, quilt-
ing and needlework skills for the glory of 
God. The mission statement of the group states:  “To 
the glory of God and in thankfulness for our assorted 
abilities, we craft handmade items to provide warmth 
and comfort for those in need.”   
 
The Heavenly Comforters have thus far donated 81 
quilts to the Red Cross, 12 to Hurricane Katrina vic-
tims, 24 to the Children’s Inn, 12 to the Children’s 
Home Society (both of Sioux Falls), 12 to flood vic-
tims in Iowa and 45 doggie blankets to the Sioux 
Falls Humane Society. In addition to these, we also 
give a quilt to every child baptized and every high 
school graduate from the Church of the Good Shep-
herd. 
 
To defray the expenses of needed materials, the 
Heavenly Comforters are offering some of these 
quilts and needlework items for sale, in time for your 
Christmas giving. Please contact the church by phone 
(605) 332-1474 or check the Good Shepherd website 
www.sfgoodshepherd.org to get descriptions and/or 
photos of the items available, or to make a cash dona-
tion to the work of the group. 
 
Thanks for your interest and your help! 
Becky Kaiser, Good Shepherd  

Around the Diocese 
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Mail this information to: 

Pat Woolley, NSM Registrar 
590 W. 9th  
Winner, SD 57580-2406 

 
Or—Call her @ 605-842-2033 
 
Or—Email her: dsdnsm@me.com 
 
Name: ________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Church: _______________________________________ 
 
Phone #’s ______________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Email address: __________________________________ 
 
 
I am registering for: 
 
____ Further Explorations in Theology 
 
____  Dakota Experience (Sioux Falls) 
     
        ___ I will need lodging in Sioux Falls 
 
____ Organization of the Church 
 
____  John, the Other Gospel 
 
____ Dakota Experience (Rapid City) 
 
        ____ I will need lodging in Rapid City 
 
 
FEES: $15 toward meals & material for each day 
 
Payment method: ___________________________ 
 
 
Questions? Contact Archdeacon Paul Sneve @ 605-
381-2018 or paul1@rushmore.com 
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Deanery offering—open to all! 
 

5 f you think that Amelia Earhart was brave, and 
Lady Gaga daring, you should meet the hero-

ines of Old and New Testament! 
 
December 17, 2011…Amazing Ladies: A day 
retreat to take a look at several heroines of the Bi-
ble. These were gutsy, sometimes audacious, 
women who swayed kings, ruled Israel, led ar-
mies, and just plain defied convention to walk 
with God. Meet these daring and holy women up 
close and personal.  

 
Presented at Trinity Church, Watertown, from 10:00 
am—2:00 pm by the Very Rev. Jackie Bernacchi.  
 
Lunch is included, so RSVP (emphasis on the R and 
the P [Respond Please]) 
 
Other Deanery offerings: 
 
In times of brutal circumstances with the church   
often in disarray, this saint brought sanity and a 
gentle vision of God. 
 

Winter 2011-12…. Julian of Norwich. 
Living the dedicated life of an Anchoress, Julian 
shares a series of visions given her in a near death 
experience. She gives the world a theological  
corrective to the depressing view of a God in 
deadly wrath. (Date TBA) 
 

Contact information: 
 
The Very Rev. Jackie Bernacchi 
Dean, NE Deanery 

605-886-4167 
jbernacc@midco.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church and community leaders 
gather for cultural awareness 
 

�  n Friday, October 21 and Saturday, Oct 22, 
leaders and members from area churches, the 

university, and the City of Vermillion gathered at St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church to discuss issues of ra-
cism and cultural diversity in our communities. The 
workshop was facilitated by Diocesan Anti-Racism 
Committee Chair Sam Robertson.  
 
The workshop had two parts: Friday night (6-8 pm) 
was supper and discussion, facilitated by Mr. 
Robertson, about the particular issues and concerns 
over diversity in the Vermillion and surrounding ar-
eas.  
 
Saturday's workshop, from 9 am - 3:30 pm, focused 
on cultural awareness training, and featured a lunch 
of Native foods provided by Jon Robertson of the 
Cherry St. Grille. The workshop on Saturday chal-
lenged our assumptions about each other, and ex-
plored “what we can do to change the way we see 
things and people around us, and how to begin to 
make changes,” says Mr. Robertson.  
 
 
** To schedule a workshop for your area, contact 
Sam Robertson at 605-734-4288 or email 
samandliz_50@yahoo.com 
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ECW celebrates women—Alleluia! 
Amen! 
 
Thanks and appreciation for your time, talents, 
prayers, and guidance and thanks also, to all the 
faithful women in each of our churches! God bless 
you! 
 
Outgoing South Dakota ECW officers: 
Judith Peterson, President 
Susan Lyman, Vice-President 
Linda Frederick, Treasurer 
Bonnie Walker, Secretary 
 
Newly elected officers; On-going committee chairs 
Bonnie Walker, President  
Diana Regan, United Thank Offering 
Sharon Van Doren, Vice-President  
Judy Graves, Church Periodical Club 
Gloria Pearson, Treasurer  
Sandy Magnavito, Scholarships 
Char Clark, Secretary 
 
OUTREACH PROGRAMS 
At the 2008 ECW Annual Meeting, a three-year out-
reach program was adopted with the first year’s fo-
cus on an international project. The second and third 
years focused on a South Dakota project and a pro-
ject supporting our sister Diocese (East Tennessee) 
respectively. Fundraising for all three projects – Su-
dan, heating project for St. Phillip’s in Dupree, and 
emergency repair requirements of St. Mark’s in 
Copper Hill, TN – was quite successful. 
 
At this year’s ECW Annual Meeting, our members 
voted to continue our three-year outreach program 
with our first year’s project once again focusing on 
the Sudan and fundraisers to support the hiring of 
teachers for the United Panyang Primary School in 
South Sudan. Donations should be forwarded to the 
ECW Treasurer, Gloria Pearson, 447 Rolling 
Hills, Yankton, SD 57078. Be sure to identify the 
funds for the Sudan project. This project will con-
tinue until our 2012 ECW Annual Meeting so you 
will have an entire year to plan fundraisers. 
 
HONORED WOMAN 
Attendees at this year’s ECW Conference nominated 
Darleen Young, Church of All Angels, Spearfish, to 
be presented as the South Dakota Honored Woman 

at next summer’s Triennial to be held in Indianapo-
lis, Indiana. The theme is Many Paths, One Journey. 
Darleen has been a loving 
wife, a mother of four, a col-
lege business instructor at 
Black Hills State for 22 
years, active in the commu-
nity and the Angels’ Altar 
Guild Chair for almost 40 
years. Darleen is truly one of 
our Sisters in Christ! 
 
ECW SCHOLARSHIP 
A $500 scholarship was awarded to Katherine 
Oldenkamp, St. John the Baptist Church, Deadwood. 
Katherine is a senior at Colorado State University 
studying fashion merchandising. She has been ex-
tremely supportive of her church, participating in 
choir, youth group, and TEC. 
 
ECW SPRING MEETING will be held in April in 
Chamberlain. Episcopal women throughout the state 
are welcome to attend; churches are encouraged to 
send representatives. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the ECW now in its 140th 
year! Put on your party hats and celebrate! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

A few of the United Panyang 
teachers, whose wages you can 
help fund. 
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2011 ECW SCHOLARSHIP REPORT* 
  

The committee had three $500.00 scholarships 
available this year. We received two applications. 
Only one was complete. 
  
The scholarship committee unanimously approved 
Katherine Oldenkamp for a $500.00 scholarship. 
She will be a senior at Colorado State University, 
studying Fashion Merchandising. South Dakota Uni-
versities do not offer this program, which makes her 
tuition much more expensive. She went to Paris and 
London for a week of summer study.  
 
Rev. Tom Campbell says that she has been an active 
member of St. John the Baptist for the last 10 years 
he has known her. She has been singing in the choir, 
youth group, and TEC for three years. 
 
Katherine will be an inspiration to other girls for a 
long time to come. 
  
The scholarship committee members are:  
Sandra Magnavito, Chair 
Vaudeth Oberlander, secretary 
Lois Moose 
Karen Whitehead 
Linda Frederick, treasurer 
 
*report inadvertently left out of the Convention issue 
of ChurchNews. 
 
 

United Thank Offering 
Reminder: 
 

4  s your State UTO Chairperson, I would like to 
remind all UTO coordinators that it is time for 

our Fall UTO Ingathering. 
 
Our Blue Boxes represent blessings that we want to 
share with the world wide Episcopal Church. Please 
send your contributions to Mary Armin, Diocese of 
South Dakota, by December 15. 
 
If you have any questions please contact me: 
Diana Regan 
    Email: gmaregan@knology.net  
Thank you, and may God bless you all.��

New Episcopal resources available 

�  edesigned “The Episcopal Church Welcomes 
You” signs, in bold colors with easy-to-read 

type, are available for purchase in both English and 
Spanish. 

The eye-catching signs feature 
the church’s colors – blue and red 
on white – with the treasured 
Episcopal Church shield. “The 
new signs are simpler, bolder, a 
little larger and less likely to 
rust,” said Anne Rudig, Director 
of Communication. “The tilted* 
shield has been retired. The 
shield is completely visible. There is definite curb ap-
peal in the updated look." 

To purchase signs: www.episcopalmarketplace.org 

Guidelines 
Available for dioceses, churches, organizations and 
Episcopal institutions at no fee are the new graphic 
guidelines, outlining such details as fonts, color pal-
ette, use of the shield, etc. “These guidelines were pre-
pared so that every Episcopal church or group can 
make use of the updated look,” Rudig continued. 

For new brand guidelines and important design infor-
mation: http://www.episcopalchurch.org/documents/
TEC-styleguide-v5.pdf 

Websites 
Affordable websites for congregations and dioceses 
are also now available through the Office of Commu-
nication. Several templates are offered, and the sites 
can automatically update with content from www.
episcopalchurch.org. For more information contact 
Jake Dell, Episcopal Church senior manager of Digital 
Marketing and Advertising at jdell@episcopalchurch.
org 

 
Link  
White Paper on Social Media and the Episcopal 
Church: http://episcopal.ekklesia360.com/white-paper/ 

 
 
* The “tilted sign” 
 

Your info here 
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Convention Address . . . 
 
(Continued from page 2) 

and in this place. Last Tuesday the Diocesan Council 
voted to engage the services of a consulting group, 
Horizons Stewardship Company, to embark on a 
feasibility study for the raising of twelve million 
dollars to endow eight youth ministers to serve in 
the most crucial areas of our Diocese. 
 
Here is the vision: 
Over the next few years we will hire seven addi-
tional full-time Native American youth ministers to 
serve on our eight missions. They will provide a 
youth ministry network under the co-ordination of 
the Rev. Rita Powell. They will serve along side the 
other youth ministers in the diocese and become a 
resource for any congregation seeking to develop 
youth ministry. They will help develop and imple-
ment special youth programs that will touch every 
corner of our diocese and everyplace in-between.  
 
In the coming year we will continue to develop an 
intentional young adult community at the Bishop 
Hare Center in Mission, along with our partners in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. It will 
be a community rooted in service and prayer, made 
up of both Lutherans and Episcopalians, Native and 
non-Native young adults. It will be a catalyst for 
ministry and ministry support for the Rosebud Mis-
sion and beyond. 
 
We are going to continue to press on with our rela-
tionship with the Taizé Community in France. Plans 
are underway to hold an American Taizé event in 
2014 in South Dakota, most likely on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation. Rita will speak more about this tomor-
row. A group of both Native and non-Native young 
adults traveled to France this past May, further ce-
menting our relationship with this community of 
prayer and reconciliation. 
 
Youth and young adult ministry is at the heart of our 
Diocesan vision. We will draw upon the elders 
throughout our diocese to guide, direct and support 
this movement. We will need our elders to be the 
face of Christ to a generation that yearns for hope.  
 
As I said, to assure that this vision moves forward 
and is sustained in the future we will need to raise 
twelve million dollars to be placed in a restricted en-

dowment for youth ministry. A daunting task, per-
haps, but I would rather see it as an amazing oppor-
tunity to live the will of God, and in the process 
transform the Diocese of South Dakota.  
 
We have set in motion a vision that will change the 
Episcopal Church in South Dakota, as we know it. It 
will inject into our Diocesan system a hope and en-
ergy that will touch every congregation within our 
boundaries, and I believe we will become a model 
for the whole church. 
 
There may be some that say, “it can’t be done,” but 
with God’s help and your support this vision will 
become a reality. This is a “watershed moment” in 
this Diocese. These times do not come often, but I 
believe that the very God who raised Jesus from the 
dead has brought us to this day of new life. So, here 
we stand. We will not hesitate or be discouraged, but 
we will step out in faith and enter into a future that 
we cannot yet fully envision, trusting in the will of 
God.  
                                   The Rt. Rev. John T. Tarrant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4   HUGE thank you to the lay and clergy mem-
bers of the Pine Ridge and Rosebud Deaneries 

who helped host this year’s convention by providing 
cookies for our snacks, worship leaders and partici-
pants, and generally valuable assistance. Convention 
has become more streamlined over the years, and by 
meeting every year in a central location instead of 
around the diocese, there is less for the hosts to do. 
However, every effort is needed, deeply appreciated, 
and gives a unique “personality” to each convention. 
 
PRE-CONVENTION 
A Clergy Conference and the Annual ECW meeting 
preceded the opening of convention. The clergy met 
at Trinity Church and either discussed ramifications 
of the Medical Trust policies or sat with Bishop Tar-
rant to further explore the diocesan vision of youth 
ministry. 

Diocesan Convention 
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The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) met at the 
convention center for lunch and business and the 
election of officers. Their report can be found on 
page 10. 
 
Also held before convention was called to order 
were meetings of the Niobrara Council and Standing 
Committee, an informational meeting for the hosts 
of the 2012 convention, and Choir rehearsal. 
 
CONVENTION 
After the Opening Reception/indoor picnic, the 
Bishop called the session to order. Opening remarks 
were followed by a presentation by Moses Joknhial 
on his South Sudan School project, and an honoring 
of Fr. Lyle Martin, Gregory, for his service to the 
church and the diocese. 
 
Bishop Tarrant’s Address to convention begins on 
page 2. 
 
On Saturday morning, the main business of the con-
vention began. 46 clergy and 99 lay delegates were 
in attendance. Another 50-75 were present in other 
capacities. Administrator Randy Barnhardt presented 
and explained the 2012 program budget with the 
help of video projection.  
 
RESOLUTIONS  
 
Three amendments to the Diocesan Constitution & 
Canons and one resolution to General Convention 
were presented. 
 
1.  The resolution to amend the Constitution of the 
Diocese of South Dakota, Article VII, Section 1 
(Membership) to include deacons, as well as presby-
ters and lay persons, as persons eligible for election 
to the Standing Committee of the diocese. The 
amended section would read as follows: 
 

The Standing Committee shall consist of eight 
members made up of four confirmed adult com-
municants of this Church in good standing and 
four canonically resident members of the clergy, 
of which no more than two shall be deacons. 

 
This resolution passed, and requires one more posi-
tive vote next year before it could become effective. 
 
2.  The resolution to amend Canon I of the Canons 

of the Diocese of South Dakota by striking the 
wording of Section 2 and replacing it with the fol-
lowing sentence: 

 
The three elected clerical and three elected lay 
deputies to General Convention who received 
the most votes shall also serve as deputies to 
Provincial Synod for the same term, and the 
fourth deputy to General Convention in each 
order and the alternates to General Conven-
tion shall serve as alternates to Provincial 
Synod. 

 
This resolution passed and is effective immediately. 
 
3.  The third resolution called to change Diocesan 
Canon 22, Vestries of Parishes, Section 2, Qualifica-
tions of Wardens and Vestryperson,  

from “Wardens and vestrypersons must be 
confirmed adult lay communicants of this Church in 
good standing eighteen years of age or over and 
regular contributors to the support of the congrega-
tion by pledge or otherwise.”  

to “Wardens and vestrypersons must be con-
firmed adult lay communicants of this Church in 
good standing sixteen years of age or over and regu-
lar contributors to the support of the congregation by 
pledge or otherwise.” 
 
This resolution passed after much discussion, and is 
effective immediately. 
 
4. The Diocese of South Dakota also proposed the 
following resolution to General Convention. 
 

Resolved, the House of ______ concurring, 
the General Convention renews and extends 
its historic commitment to Native American 
ministry and directs the Program, Budget, and 
Finance Committee to continue, and where 
possible, extend the financial support of The 
Episcopal Church for this ministry. 

 
This resolution passed and was duly forwarded to 
General Convention. 
 
ELECTIONS 
 
Elections for open positions were held, with the fol-
lowing results: 

(Continued on page 14) 

Diocesan Convention 
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(Continued from page 13) 

Historiographer/Registrar   
    Dr. April Brooks, 3 year term 
 
Standing Committee        
    The Rev. Les Campbell, 4 year term 
    The Rev. Webster Two Hawk, 2 year term 
    Carol Traversie, 1 year term 
    Jean Lacher, 4 year term 
(Dennis Potter was elected President of the Stand-
ing Committee by that body.) 
 
The Province 6 Deputation was eliminated as a 
separate position with the amendment of Diocesan 
Canon. 
 
OTHER 
Dr. Bonnie Anderson, President of the House of 
Deputies, presented an award to the family of Sister 
Margaret Hawk in honor of Margaret’s ministry. 
See the article following. 
 
A presentation by the Rev. Rita Powell, Youth Co-
ordinator, and a video produced by the Capital 
Campaign Committee wrapped up the morning ses-
sion. Lunch, 5 workshops, and the Closing Eucha-
rist with the ordination of Vernon Cloud to the di-
aconate completed the convention for 2011. 
 
POST-CONVENTION 
Next year: Diocesan Convention will meet at the 
Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center in Pierre on 
September 21-22, 2012. The Black Hills Deanery 
will host. 
 
 

House of Deputies president  
presents award to family of  
Church Army pioneer 
 

�  n Saturday, September 10 at the Diocese of 
South Dakota’s annual diocesan convention 

in Pierre, the family of the late Sister Margaret 
Hawk, a missionary and church leader, received an 
award honoring her work posthumously. Bonnie 
Anderson, president of the Episcopal Church’s 
House of Deputies, presented the award, called the 
President of the House of Deputies Award for Dis-
tinguished Service. The award honors individuals 

and communities who have exhibited an excep-
tional commitment to the work of reconciling a bro-
ken world. 
 
Sister Margaret Hawk was a native of Red Shirt, 
South Dakota, on the Pine Ridge Reservation of the 
Oglala Sioux. In 1963, at the age of 50, she joined 
the Church Army, a society of lay missionaries in 
the Anglican Communion. After training in New 
York and missionary work in Buffalo, New York, 
she returned home to the Pine Ridge and Rosebud 
Reservations where she served for eighteen years. 
 
In presenting the award to Hawk’s granddaughter 
Alice Testerman and her family, Anderson said she 
was especially struck by Hawk’s commitment to 
seek training and education in New York, 1700 
miles from her home in South Dakota. “She had 
other options,” Anderson told the audience. “She 
could have said ‘no.’ She could have continued her 
work without any training. She could have decided 
that theology and scripture and church history are 
for priests, not laypeople. But she didn’t do any of 
those things. Instead, Sister Margaret answered 
God’s call 
and went to 
New York 
to study.” 

In Pine 
Ridge, at 
Holy Cross 
Episcopal 
Mission, 
Hawk was 
involved in 
ecumenical 
ministry 
with 
Catholics 
and Presbyterians. The group started the Wowa-
kakiye Center—a helping center—for Lakota peo-
ple who needed counseling, childcare, food, and 
other necessities. She also set up a shelter for 
abused women, was an advocate for day workers, 
and tirelessly served the people of the congregation. 
 
In 1970, when the Episcopal Church’s triennial leg-
islative gathering, called General Convention, voted 
to allow women to serve as deputies, Hawk was one 
of the first women seated. 

Diocesan Convention  

Dr. Bonnie Anderson speaking to the South 
Dakota Convention. Two Bulls family 
members are in the background. 
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In retirement, Hawk returned home to Red Shirt 
where she was active at Christ Episcopal Church. 
When she died in 1993, her nephew the Rev. Robert 
Two Bulls wrote that she had “served the Pine Ridge 
Episcopal Mission doing evangelism of hope, reach-
ing out to people in despair and feeding the hungry.” 

—Episcopal News Service 
 

A challenge that unites 

�  he Rev. Marek Zabriskie believes everyone 
should read the Bible. And, he’s utilizing web-

sites, social media, and all of today’s tools to bring 
the message of the ancient texts to a modern world 
through a new effort called The Bible Challenge. 
Zabriskie is rector of St.Thomas Church Whitemarsh 
in Ft. Washington, PA (Diocese of Pennsylvania) 
and the driving force behind the creation of The Bi-
ble Challenge. He shares that the first Bible Chal-
lenge started with a commitment of 178 (of 1300) 
parishioners along with 81 others from outside the 
parish – all ranging in age from 13 to 93 – to read 
the entire Bible in a year.  
 
Its success sparked the rapid growth of The Bible 
Challenge. “This has been so successful that we cre-
ated The Center for Biblical Studies to promote The 
Bible Challenge across the country and around the 
world,” Zabriskie said.  
 
Today, The Center for Biblical Studies has its own 
website www.thecenterforbiblicalstudies.org  with a 
study guide and suggestions for reading the Bible, 
either individually or in a community. 
 
On the website, each day a new Bible text is fea-
tured. The texts are derived from the Old and New 
Testaments as well as the Psalms. 
 
For example, the text for September 15 was Genesis 
1:26:  “And God said, ‘Let us make humankind in 
our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping 
thing that creeps upon earth.”  
 
Among the discussion questions to accompany the 
September 15 Bible passage were: “What does it 
mean to be created in the image of God? How can  

 
we know that God is like? Is our identity to be dis-
covered in God’s identity? 
 
Zabriskie sees a renewal of the Christian spirit 
through daily Bible reading. “We believe that this 
has enormous potential to revitalize the lives of 
Christians and churches throughout the world.” He 
said. “We hope to reach every Episcopal Church and 
reach dioceses and churches throughout the Angli-
can Communion.” 
 
In another step to engage participants everywhere, 
conversation starters related to Bible texts and the 
Challenge will be regularly posted on social media, 
including facebook, by Zabriskie and by the Office 
of Communication of the Episcopal Church. 
For more information contact Zabriskie at 
mzabriskie@stthomaswhitemarsh.org. 

—Episcopal News Service 
 
 

Bishop Tarrant  
introduces Pastoral 
Letter 

“We believe in one God, the 
Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.” 
 

1  ach week when we pro-
fess the faith of the 

church in the words of the Nicene Creed we affirm 
our belief in God as creator “of all that is, seen and 
unseen.” This is not a statement of how science 
should be taught in our schools, but rather it is a 
statement of relationship. We owe all that we have 
to God and in truth all of it belongs to the Creator. 
St. Paul would write, “do you not know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which 
you have from God, and that you are not your 
own?” Even our bodies, our lives, do not belong to 
us. This may be difficult for some of us to embrace 
in our contemporary “mine” culture, but for people 
of faith, for people that believe in God as Creator, it 
is the reality in which we “live and move and have 
our being.” Acts 17:28  

(Continued on page 16) 

Bishops’ Pastoral Letter 

Bishop John  
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(Continued from page 15) 

At the September meeting of the House of Bishops a 
pastoral teaching on environmental responsibility 
was presented and affirmed. I offer it to you as a 
launching point for prayer, personal refection, and 
group discussion. I hope you read it, wrestle with it 
and join with others in discovering what God might 
be calling you to do to reorient your life toward bal-
ance and sustainability, not only for our sake, but for 
the sake of generations yet unborn. 
 
Some of the ancient traditions of the church, if prac-
ticed again, would offer a more balanced and sus-
tainable life style. 
 
· Sabbath keeping: What would my life look like 

if I faithfully kept Sabbath? (A genuine Sabbath, 
not ‘sabbath time,’ but a twenty-four hour period 
of rest and spiritual enrichment.)  This I am 
working on, to keep Mondays as a Sabbath. 

 
· Fasting and self-denial has become for many a 

lost discipline and yet it has ancient roots in 
many traditions. I know that for health reasons 
some of us cannot fast, but for most this could 
become once again part of our spiritual life. 
Again, our contemporary Western culture has 
become very self-indulgent. Individualism is 
valued more than community. Fasting is a way 
to help both our body and mind focus beyond 
physical desires and needs. It is a reminder that 
we do not “live by bread alone.” Deut. 8:3    
What would be some of the benefits of setting 
aside a twenty-four hour period (perhaps from 
sundown to sundown one day a week) for fast-
ing? 

 
· The ‘pastoral teaching’ also invites us into a 

more faithful practice of “Christ-centered mind-
fulness.” Our Baptismal Covenant calls us to 
“seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself” and to “respect the 
dignity of every human being.” To believe in 
God as Creator requires us to respect the dignity 
and value of the entire created order. To be 
“Christ-centered” is often hard work and yet it is 
wonder filled work. To see the face of Christ, 
the image of God, in all those we encounter is 
not always easy, especially in those we might 
call our enemies. To see the hand of God in all 
of creation can often be a stretch until we begin 

to be more aware of the inter-relatedness of all 
things. The mosquito that bites our neck on a 
warm summer night is part of the evening meal 
that fills the bat which glides through the air 
which can be food for a hawk, an owl, or a rac-
coon.  

 
Christ-centered mindfulness comes out of knowing 
Jesus as we “devote ourselves to the apostles’ teach-
ing and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.” Acts 2:42 
 
I believe it is important to first get our spiritual 
“house in order” and then our actions and advocacy 
are grounded in our relationship with the Holy and 
not just personal political preference. Of course, we 
should not advocate for anything we are not willing 
to practice.  
 
During this harvest season we, especially in South 
Dakota, are reminded of the abundance that the earth 
provides us. So again, I hope you will take the time 
to read and reflect on the “Pastoral Teaching” of-
fered by the House of Bishops. We have much for 
which to be thankful, we are very blessed, but with 
this blessing comes a responsibility to pass it along 
to the generations that will follow us, just as our an-
cestors have done in the past. 
 

House of Bishops 
issues a Pastoral Teaching 

�  he Episcopal Church House of Bishops, meet-
ing in Province IX, in Quito, Ecuador in Sep-

tember 2011, issued the following Pastoral Teach-
ing: 

A Pastoral Teaching from the House of Bishops 
of The Episcopal Church 

Quito, Ecuador 
September 2011 

 
We, your bishops, believe these words of Jeremiah 
describe these times and call us to repentance as we 
face the unfolding environmental crisis of the earth: 
 
How long will the land mourn, and the grass of 
every field wither? For the wickedness of those who 
live in it the animals and the birds are swept away, 
and because people said, “He is blind to our 
ways.” (Jeremiah 12:4) 

Bishops’ Pastoral Letter 
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The mounting urgency of our environmental crisis 
challenges us at this time to confess “our self-
indulgent appetites and ways,” “our waste and pollu-
tion of God’s creation,” and “our lack of concern for 
those who come after us” (Ash Wednesday Liturgy, 
Book of Common Prayer, p. 268). It also challenges 
us to amend our lives and to work for environmental 
justice and for more environmentally sustainable 
practices. 
 
Christians cannot be indifferent to global warming, 
pollution, natural resource depletion, species extinc-
tions, and habitat destruction, all of which threaten 
life on our planet. Because so many of these threats 
are driven by greed, we must also actively seek to 
create more compassionate and sustainable econo-
mies that support the well-
being of all God’s creation. 
 
We are especially called to 
pay heed to the suffering of 
the earth. The Anglican 
Communion Environmental 
Network calls to mind the 
dire consequences our envi-
ronment faces: “We know 
that . . . we are now demand-
ing more than [the earth] is able to provide. Science 
confirms what we already know: our human foot-
print is changing the face of the earth and because 
we come from the earth, it is changing us too. We 
are engaged in the process of destroying our very 
being. If we cannot live in harmony with the earth, 
we will not live in harmony with one another.” 
 
This is the appointed time for all God’s children to 
work for the common goal of renewing the earth as a 
hospitable abode for the flourishing of all life. We 
are called to speak and act on behalf of God’s good 
creation. 
 
Looking back to the creation accounts in Genesis, 
we see God’s creation was “very good,” providing 
all that humans would need for abundant, peaceful 
life. In creating the world God’s loving concern ex-
tended to the whole of it, not just to humans. And 
the scope of God’s redemptive love in Christ is 
equally broad: the Word became incarnate in Christ 
not just for our sake, but for the salvation of the 
whole world. In the Book of Revelation we read that 
God will restore the goodness and completeness of 

creation in the “new Jerusalem.” Within this new 
city, God renews and redeems the natural world 
rather than obliterating it. We now live in that time 
between God’s creation of this good world and its 
final redemption: “The whole creation has been 
groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for . . . 
the redemption of our bodies” (Romans 8:22-3). 
 
Affirming the biblical witness to God’s abiding and 
all-encompassing love for creation, we recognize 
that we cannot separate ourselves as humans from 
the rest of the created order. The creation story itself 
presents the interdependence of all God’s creatures 
in their wonderful diversity and fragility, and in their 

need of protection from dan-
gers of many kinds. This is 
why the Church prays regu-
larly for the peace of the 
whole world, for seasonable 
weather and an abundance of 
the fruits of the earth, for a 
just sharing of resources, and 
for the safety of all who suf-
fer. This includes our partner 
creatures: animals, birds, and 

fish who are being killed or made sick by the long-
term effects of deforestation, oil spills, and a host of 
other ways in which we intentionally and uninten-
tionally destroy or poison their habitat. 
 
One of the most dangerous and daunting challenges 
we face is global climate change. This is, at least in 
part, a direct result of our burning of fossil fuels. 
Such human activities could raise worldwide aver-
age temperatures by three to eleven degrees Fahren-
heit in this century. Rising average temperatures are 
already wreaking environmental havoc, and, if un-
checked, portend devastating consequences for 
every aspect of life on earth. 
 
The Church has always had as one of its priorities a 
concern for the poor and the suffering. Therefore, 
we need not agree on the fundamental causes of hu-
man devastation of the environment, or on what 
standard of living will allow sustainable develop-
ment, or on the roots of poverty in any particular 
culture, in order to work to minimize the impact of 
climate change. It is the poor and the disadvantaged 

(Continued on page 18) 
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who suffer most from callous environmental irre-
sponsibility. Poverty is both a local and a global re-
ality. A healthy economy depends absolutely on a 
healthy environment. 
 
The wealthier nations whose industries have ex-
ploited the environment, and who are now calling 
for developing nations to reduce their impact on the 
environment, seem to have forgotten that those who 
consume most of the world’s resources also have 
contributed the most pollution to the world’s rivers 
and oceans, have stripped the world’s forests of 
healing trees, have destroyed both numerous species 
and their habitats, and have 
added the most poison to the 
earth’s atmosphere. We cannot 
avoid the conclusion that our ir-
responsible industrial production 
and consumption-driven econ-
omy lie at the heart of the current 
environmental crisis. 
 
Privileged Christians in our pre-
sent global context need to move 
from a culture of consumerism to a culture of con-
servation and sharing. The challenge is to examine 
one’s own participation in ecologically destructive 
habits. Our churches must become places where we 
have honest debates about, and are encouraged to 
live into, more sustainable ways of living. God calls 
us to die to old ways of thinking and living and be 
raised to new life with renewed hearts and minds. 
 
Although many issues divide us as people of faith, 
unprecedented ecumenical and interfaith cooperation 
is engaging the concern to protect our planet. And 
yet, efforts to stop environmental degradation must 
not be simply imposed from above. Those most af-
fected must have a hand in shaping decisions. For 
example, we welcome efforts in the United States to 
involve Native American tribal leaders and to em-
power local community organizations to address en-
vironmental issues. Similar strategies need to be em-
ployed in myriad communities in various locales. 
 
Our current environmental challenges call us to on-
going forms of repentance: we must turn ourselves 
around, and come to think, feel, and act in new 
ways. Ancient wisdom and spiritual disciplines from 
our faith offer deep resources to help address this 

environmental crisis. Time-honored practices of 
fasting, Sabbath-keeping, and Christ-centered mind-
fulness bear particular promise for our time. 
 
Fasting disciplines and heals our wayward desires 
and appetites, calling us to balance our individual 
needs with God’s will for the whole world. In fast-
ing we recognize that human hungers require more 
than filling the belly. In God alone are our desires 
finally fulfilled. Commended in the Book of Com-
mon Prayer, fasting is grounded in the practices of 
Israel, taught by Jesus, and sustained in Christian 
tradition. The ecological crisis extends and deepens 

the significance of such fasting as 
a form of self-denial: those who 

consume more than their fair 
share must learn to exercise self-
restraint so that the whole com-
munity of creation might be sus-
tained. 
 
Sabbath-keeping is rooted in the 
Book of Genesis, where the sev-
enth day is the day in which God, 

humans, and the rest of creation are in right relation-
ship. In our broken world, keeping the Sabbath is a 
way of remembering and anticipating that world for 
which God created us. Sabbath requires rest, that we 
might remember our rightful place as God’s crea-
tures in relationship with every other creature of 
God. Such rest implicitly requires humans to live 
lightly on the face of the earth, neither to expend en-
ergy nor to consume it, not to work for gain alone, 
but to savor the grace and givenness of creation. 
 
The practice of Christ-centered mindfulness, that is, 
the habitual recollection of Christ, calls believers to 
a deepened awareness of the presence of God in 
their own lives, in other people, and in every aspect 
of the world around us. Such spiritual perception 
should make faithful people alert to the harmful ef-
fects of our lifestyles, attentive to our carbon foot-
print and to the dangers of overconsumption. It 
should make us profoundly aware of the gift of life 
and less prone to be ecologically irresponsible in our 
consumption and acquisition. 
 
In assuming with new vigor our teaching office, we, 
your bishops, commit ourselves to a renewal of these 
spiritual practices in our own lives, and invite you to 
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join us in this commitment for the good of our souls 
and the life of the world. Moreover, in order to 
honor the goodness and sacredness of God’s crea-
tion, we, as brothers and sisters in Christ, commit 
ourselves and urge every Episcopalian: 
 

· To acknowledge the urgency of the planetary 
crisis in which we find ourselves, and to repent 
of any and all acts of greed, overconsumption, 
and waste that have contributed to it; 

· To lift up prayers in personal and public worship 
for environmental justice, for sustainable devel-
opment, and for help in restoring right relations 
both among humankind and between humankind 
and the rest of creation; 

· To take steps in our individual lives, and in com-
munity, public policy, business, and other forms 
of corporate decision-making, to practice envi-
ronmental stewardship and justice, including (1) 
a commitment to energy conservation and the 
use of clean, renewable sources of energy; and 
(2) efforts to reduce, reuse, and recycle, and 
whenever possible to buy products made from 
recycled materials; 

· To seek to understand and uproot the political, 
social, and economic causes of environmental 
destruction and abuse;  

· To advocate for a “fair, ambitious, and binding” 
climate treaty, and to work toward climate jus-
tice through reducing our own carbon footprint 
and advocating for those most negatively af-
fected by climate change. 

 
May God give us the grace to heed the warnings of 
Jeremiah and to accept the gracious invitation of the 
incarnate Word to live, in, with, and through him, a 
life of grace for the whole world, that thereby all the 
earth may be restored and humanity filled with hope. 
Rejoicing in your works, O Lord, send us forth with 
your Spirit to renew the face of the earth, that the 
world may once again be filled with your good 
things: the trees watered abundantly, springs rushing 
between the hills in verdant valleys, all the earth 
made fruitful, your manifold creatures, birds, beasts, 
and humans, all quenching their thirst and receiving 
their nourishment from you once again in due season 
(Psalm 104). 
 
 
 

1 From “The Hope We Share: A Vision for Copenha-
gen,” a statement from the Anglican Communion 
Environmental Network in preparation for the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCC), December 2009. 

2 We are indebted to the Episcopal Bishops of New 
England for their earlier 2003 Pastoral Letter, “To 
Serve Christ in All Creation.” Several of these 
“commitments” and other phrases herein are quota-
tions or adaptations of their work. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Meal Program falls victim  
to the times 
 

�  he Dakota Senior Meals program is a non-profit 
nutrition program that has been serving south cen-

tral and south eastern South Dakota for over 30 years. 
Nutrition Sites are located in 31 communities in 11 
counties.  It is a service provided by the Rural Office of 
Community Services, Inc, and provides a nutritious noon 
meal five days a week for those 60 years of age or older 
at a nutrition site or home delivery is available who are 
unable to leave their homes.  
 
Due to financial difficulties and a lack of community 
support, Dakota Senior Meals in Wagner closed on Oct 
17. The center served about 25 people daily Mon-Fri. 
The site has been struggling to match revenue with ex-
penses for a number of reasons (increased food prices, 
reduced funding, lack of community support and sug-
gested donations). ��
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2012 UTO grant applications  
available 
 

T he United Thank Offering allows each dio-
cese to submit one grant application for the 

2012 United Thank Offering grant cycle. Dioceses 
in the United States are also invited to submit one 
grant application in collaboration with a companion 
diocese. Companion diocese relationships may be 
formal or informal. 
 
Like last year, UTO applications must be filed on-
line. The application itself can be printed or emailed 
by the applicant at any stage to anyone with an inter-
est in reviewing the application. This includes for 
reviews required by a diocesan review committee or 
by the bishop. Supporting documents like the project 
budget must be emailed as separate attachments. 
Other supporting documents may be faxed or mailed 
separately. 
 
The applications for The Episcopal Church and 
Companion Diocese grants and instructions are 
available at: www.episcopalchurch.org/uto  
 
(direct link: http://www.episcopalchurch.
org/110043_117733_ENG_HTM.htm) 
 
Grant guidelines can be found at http://www.
episcopalchurch.org/
documents/2012_Grant_Guidelines.pdf).  
 
THE APPLICATION PERIOD FOR 2012 STARTS 
OCTOBER 1, 2011, AND THE DEADLINE FOR 
RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS IS JANUARY 15, 
2012.  
 

*** 
 

There will be a diocesan screening committee to re-
view all applications. That means any applications 
must be totally completed and available for Dioce-
san review and endorsement by December 15, 2011. 

 
*** 

If you have questions, contact the Diocesan Office 
or email utoapps@episcopalchurch.org or call UTO: 
800/334-7626 (Claudia – ext. 5130; Michelle – ext. 
6022). They are glad to help. 

 
Grant periods are for one year from the time the 
funds are received. Grant awards will be approved at 
General Convention Triennial Meeting in July 2012; 
funds will be distributed starting in August and Sep-
tember 2012.  
  
The application must include a letter of endorsement 
by the diocesan bishop, or both diocesan bishops for 
a Companion Diocese request. The application must 
be completed on line. All supporting documents, in-
cluding letters of endorsement, may be scanned and 
uploaded into the application or faxed, emailed or 
mailed to the UTO office. All applications, along 
with required uploaded, faxed, emailed or mailed 
supporting documents, must be received by January 
15, 2012.  
 
Incomplete applications  
will not be considered. 
 
Each year the United Thank Offering Board awards 
all of the thank offerings received, as well as all ac-
crued interest. Although they continue to receive 
more grant requests than they are able to fund, 
please know that your grant request is carefully con-
sidered.  
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A bit of church history 
 

6  irginia (Ginny) Slechta of Sioux Falls is an 
avid genealogist. During some recent research 

she stumbled upon the 1936 obituary of an interest-
ing South Dakota Episcopal Church worker.  
 
From the Sioux Falls newspaper: 
 
“Mrs. Dora C. Vannix, secretary of the Church 
League of the Isolated of the Episcopal Church in 
South Dakota, died Sunday morning. 
 
“Mrs. Vannix came to South Dakota in December, 
1889 from Ontario, Canada, where she taught school 
for several years. In South Dakota, she followed that 
profession for 16 years at Bristol, Butler, Chester, 
and Sioux Falls, and also taught two years in the 
Episcopal boarding school for girls on the Rosebud 
reservation. 
 
“During the World war Mrs. Vannix was placed in 
charge of corresponding with service men of Episco-
pal faith who were in the service in France, and in 
army camps in this country. She was appointed to 
that service by the late Bishop Hugh Burleson, who 
in 1920 appointed her as secretary of the isolated 
work of the church in this state, reaching by mail 
families on farms and in small towns where no 
church services are held. 
 
“For many years Mrs. Vannix sent out an average of 
12,000 pieces of mail annually. All of this work was 
done from a wheel chair in a hospital room where 
she suffered many years from a form of arthritis. Her 
patience and good humor, it is said, were an inspira-
tion to all who knew her. She has written continually 
to hundreds of families in this state whom she has 
never known personally, but they come to expect her 
cheerful letters which now will be sorely missed. 
 
“Mrs. Vannix was born July 25, 1865, at Canfield, 
Ontario, one of a family of eight children.”  
 
She was survived by two sons, including The Rev. 
St. Clair Vannix of Hot Springs. Dean E.B. Wood-
ruff conducted the funeral services at Calvary Cathe-
dral.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch and Listen for further details! 
 

4  t the 2011 Annual Convention of the Dio-
cese of South Dakota, youth ministers 

from around the diocese met with the Rev. Rita 
Powell, Diocesan Youth Coordinator, to decide 
if and when and how a Youth Convention 
would occur in 2012. 
 
An extraordinarily enthusiastic group decided 
upon a date (the weekend of April 21-22, 2012), 
a location (actually 5 locations around the dio-
cese*, a “simul-convention”), a theme (to be re-
vealed), and other cool attractions. 
 
So mark your calendars and plan to attend. 

 
*Watertown, Sioux Falls, Ft. Pierre, McLaughlin, 
Red Shirt (and maybe one more). 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
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29 30      
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� The Rev. Jackie Bernacchi, Trinity 
Church in Watertown, has been appointed 
Dean of the Northeast Deanery and has also 
been appointed to a term on the Commis-
sion on Ministry.�

� The Rev. Ryan Hall, St. Paul’s in Brook-
ings, has been appointed as Diocesan liaison 
to Episcopal Relief & Development.�

� The Rev. Mercy Hobbs, Trinity Church in 
Pierre, was appointed Dean of the Central 
Deanery. �

 



 

South Dakota ChurchNews                                                                                                           November/December 2011 

Page 23 

 

Moving? Please tell us… 

            Change               Contribution                  Cancellation               

 
Name………………………………………………………………..………………… 
 
NEW Address………………………………………………………………………… 
 
City, ST, Zip …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Effective Date ………………………………... 
 
Church we will attend after move ……………………………………………………. 
 
Mail to: 
    South Dakota ChurchNews 
    500 S. Main Avenue 
    Sioux Falls, SD 57104-6814 
 
CLIP TO INCLUDE CURRENT ADDRESS IMPRINTED ON OTHER SIDE 

Every copy of The 
South Dakota 
ChurchNews that has 
an incorrect address 
is returned to us with 
a 75¢ postage due 
charge. 
 
Please use this form 
to correct your ad-
dress or supply your 
new address BE-
FORE you move. 

Bishop’s visitation dates 
in bold letters 

NOVEMBER 
 
Nov 4-5        Dakota Experience, Sioux Falls 
Nov 6           Good Shepherd, Sioux Falls 
Nov 11         Diocesan Office closed 
Nov 13         Okreek & Ideal 
Nov 18-19     Niobrara Council, Lower Brule 
Nov 20         Rosebud Mission East 
Nov 24-25     Diocesan Office closed 
Nov 26         Paulis Ordination, Milbank 
Nov 27         St. Mark’s, Aberdeen 
 

DECEMBER 
 
Dec 3            NSM, Pierre (Church Organization) 
Dec 4            St. Paul’s, Brookings 
Dec 10          O’Hara ordination, Sioux Falls 
Dec 11          Holy Apostles, Sioux Falls 
Dec 18          Grace, Huron 
Dec 24          St. Mary’s, Flandreau 
 

JANUARY, 2012 
 
Jan 1              New Year’s Day 
Jan 8            Mni Sose Cluster 
Jan 14           NSM, Pierre (Gospel of John) 
Jan 15          St. Mary’s, Webster 
Jan 29          St. James, Belle Fourche 

FEBRUARY 
 
Feb 12           St. Andrew’s, Rapid City 
Feb 19           St. Paul’s Vermillion 
Feb 22            ASH WEDESDAY 
Feb 26           Trinity, Watertown 
 

 
Later in 2012 

May 7-10       Clergy Retreat, Blue Cloud 
June 21-24    Niobrara Convocation 
July 5-12        General Convention, Indianapolis 
                       ECW Triennial 
Sept 21-22    Diocesan Convention, Pierre 
Oct 12-13       Planning For Tomorrow Conference 
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The Diocese of South Dakota             www.diocesesd.org        Deadline for next issue: December 10 

The Mission of the Diocese of South Dakota is to restore all people to unity  
with God and each other in Christ through the ministry of all. 

The Episcopal Church in South Dakota is a sacred ci rcle gathered around  
Jesus in prayer, loving and serving God and our nei ghbor in Jesus’ name.  
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“Episcopal” is an  
ADJECTIVE – an Episcopal 
church.  
 
“Episcopalian” is a NOUN,  
and refers to a member of the 
Episcopal Church. 
 
 
Episcopalians go to the  
Episcopal church.  
 
Never, ever do Episcopals  
go to the Episcopalian  
church 

The Best Cancer "Phyters"  

All fruits and vegetables contribute something 
valuable to your overall health. But some studies 
show a relationship between eating particular types 
of produce and a reduced risk of cancer. 

Cruciferous Vegetables like broccoli, cauliflower, 
kale, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, bok choy, collards, 
kohlrabi, mustard greens and turnip greens. 

Garlic and Onions. 

Oranges and Grapefruit & their concentrated 
juice.  

Soy, found in soy beans, soy milk, tofu, misu, and 
some meat-substitute products like "vegetable bur-
gers."  

Tomatoes, especially when cooked, and Tomato 
Sauce  

Source: Intellihealth 


