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Were you there? 
�  ixteen years ago (1993), the Bishop 

Nomination Committee, chaired by the 
Rev. Tom Hurley of Christ Church, Yank-

ton, was beginning its responsibilities. By March 
they had created the position description and com-
pleted a diocesan survey. In typical South Dakota 
fashion, several of their meetings had to be cancelled 
due to bad weather. 
 
January 8, 1994 was selected as the date for the 
electing convention, to be held at Trinity, Pierre, 
(later changed to the Community Center in Fort      
Pierre) with the consecration at the 122nd Niobrara 
Convocation in June at Lake Andes. Nominations 
would be presented at Diocesan Convention October 
8-10, 1993. Additional nominations would be ac-
cepted from the floor of convention. The Walk-
about was scheduled for November. 
 
At this time the diocese was without a bishop, 
Bishop Craig Anderson having resigned. In the in-
terim an Executive Committee of Council comprised 
of the Chancellor, President of the Standing Com-
mittee, Diocesan Executive Officer, Diocesan Treas-
urer, and the Itancan of Niobrara Council adminis-
tered the business of the diocese.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Standing Committee, chaired by the Rev. David 
Cameron, acted as Ecclesiastical Authority of the 
diocese. The Rt. Rev. George Harris, retired 
Bishop of Alaska and living in Aberdeen, agreed to 
perform “episcopal” functions, such as confirma-
tions and ordinations, until the new bishop was con-
secrated and installed. The Standing Committee was 
authorized to issue lay licenses, act on applications 
for remarriage after divorce, and work with others 
on clergy deployment issues and applications for 
persons seeking Holy Orders. 
 
After completing their preliminary work, the Nomi-
nation Committee recommended five names to Di-
ocesan Convention in October. Six more names 
were nominated from the floor.  
 
On November 12-14, 1993 ten of the eleven candi-
dates toured the diocese, making 6 stops to introduce 
themselves to the diocese. Again the weather played 
a part by challenging the schedule. 
 
The entire process – then as now – is important and, 
in the words of Bishop George Harris, “should be 
given serious thought and lots of prayer. Further-
more . . . we want this process . . . to unify and 
strengthen the work of the Lord here in South Da-
kota and not to divide us or weaken our efforts.” He 
continued by warning that giving in to negative 
thoughts, doubts, and anxieties is to surrender to fear 
and mistrust of God and our fellow Christians. God 
is in charge of the election and the Holy Spirit will 
guide us, if we are open to the guidance. Remember 
that it is an election for the entire diocese, not just 
one (“my”) part of it. After God has helped us 
choose our next bishop, we all must commit to sup-
port, pray for, and respond to his or her leadership.  

(Continued on page 13) 
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The next issue will  
contain information on 
the bishop nominees. 
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E-mail: office.diocese 
@midconetwork.com 
Fax: (605) 336-6243 
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You can help the Diocese of South 

Dakota save money in postage 
due.  Use this form to give us your 
new address BEFORE you move.  

 
____________________________ 
name 
____________________________ 
address 
____________________________ 
address 
____________________________ 
date 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MARCH  
Mar 1                 Parochial Reports due; Delegate Forms due 
Mar 7                 Liturgy Commission Meeting, Al’s Oasis 
Mar 13-14          Standing Committee Meeting 
Mar 13-19          House of Bishops’ Meeting 
Mar 20               Diocesan Council, COM meetings in Pierre 
Mar 21               Mega Meeting of DC, COM, SC  
Mar 27-28          Niobrara Council meeting 

 

APRIL 
Apr 1                  ChurchNews deadline, May/June issue 
Apr 4                  Transition Committee meeting. Al’s Oasis 
Apr 17-18          Standing Committee Meeting, Pierre 
Apr 29- May 2  Walk-about/presentation of bishop candidates around the diocese 

 

MAY 
Apr 29- May 2  Walk-about/Presentation of bishop candidates around the diocese 
May 9                Special electing convention, Pierre 
May 22-23        Diocesan Youth Ministry Council 
May 31-Jun 5    Summer Seminary, TEC 

 

JUNE 
May 31-Jun 5    Summer Seminary, TEC 
Jun 10                ChurchNews deadline, July/August issue 
Jun 11-13           Province VI Synod, Minneapolis, MN 
Jun 20                Celebration of Bishop Robertson’s Ministry, Trinity, Pierre 
Jun 25-28           Niobrara Convocation, Bishop Hare Center, Rosebud Mission 
Summer             Summer Camp Schedule—see page 12 
 
Jul 3                   Diocesan Council meeting 
Jul 8-17              General Convention, Anaheim, California 
Aug 21-22          Youth Event, Watertown 
Aug 22               Ministry Training (Prevention of Sexual Abuse), Aberdeen 
Sep 18-19          COM, Pierre 
Oct 2-4               Annual Convention, Cedar Shore 
Oct 17                Ministry Training (Prevention of Sexual Abuse), Chamberlain 
Oct 31                Consecration of Bishop Coadjutor, Sioux Falls 

Bishop’s 
visitation dates 
in bold letters 
(Dates subject 

to change)  

Calendar 
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South Sudan Education Project  
becomes a reality 
 

�  oses Joknhial II and Rhonda Morse left 
Sioux Falls on December 29, 2008 to begin 

the journey and dream of building a school in Moses’ 
home village of Pajut, Panyang, South Sudan.  
 
Excerpts from the Jan/Feb issue of ChurchNews: 
 
“Travel plans begin with two days in Nairobi, Kenya, 
to gather supplies, followed by a day trip to the Ka-
kuma Refugee Camp in Kenya where Moses lived 
for a decade prior to his arrival to the USA in 2001.  
 
From Kenya, a chartered flight will fly us and Ken-
yan contractors directly to his village of Pajut. In his 
village, Moses will be reunited with his father and 
other family members for the first time since he had 
to flee in 1987.  
 
Drilling the water well will be first priority. When 
the water well is completed, the work of building the 
school and grinding mill will begin. Skilled workers 
from Nairobi and Khartoum will be employed along 
with help from local villagers. Materials and building 
supplies will be obtained from neighboring Uganda. 
 
Moses will take 350 school bags to present as gifts to 
the students in his village. These bags were made by 
the women of Oaklane Hutterite Colony, Alexandria, 
SD. Sunday school children from Abiding Savior’s 
Free Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, have written 
letters to include in the bags as an outreach mission, 
connecting children with children.” 
 
Rhonda Morse emailed on January 11, 2009: 
 
This is our first internet access so will quickly send 
you a message. All is well with us and hope the same 
with you. We have arrived in Juba (Sudan) and hope 
by Tuesday to leave for Kampala (Uganda). There is 
more work needed on the certificate and registering 
the project, which we hope to finish tomorrow or 
Tuesday. 
 
The welcome home for Moses is beyond words. 
What a celebration! I became concerned there might 
be a stampede, but security kept us safe. There were 
3000 people at the airstrip with 11 bulls now having 
been sacrificed in an array of celebrations. The com-

munity is very happy and are hopeful for some 
change in their lives. The women are ecstatic with 
the corn grinding mill.  

Pajut is a very good community but so underdevel-
oped. Primitive. Absolutely no health care - not even 
an antiseptic to clean a wound or anything to cover it 
up. There are three churches - Episcopal, Presbyte-
rian, and Catholic. On Sunday, all three choirs sang. 
The children are so excited with their school bags.  

The Kenyan contractors are wonderful people. Very 
skilled, Christians, and wanting to make a difference 
for people along with building a school. They are so 
kind to Moses and me, too. One is a cook and takes 
very good care of us! 
 
The company PARAD drilling the water well should 
arrive in the village tomorrow. The road has not been 
dry enough to pass until now. From Pajut, we trav-
eled by “road” for about 12 hours. It was nothing but 
one pothole after another. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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We are glad being in a hotel. Our first true shower 
since we left Nairobi... 
                                                      Rhonda and Moses 
 
P.S. Once we were in the air from Loki, Moses took 
over the flying! 
 
(Note: Moses has earned a pilot’s license and is on 
his way to receiving a college degree at SDSU in 
aviation with a goal to become a commercial pilot.) 
 
January 30, 2009 
Dear All, 
 
What an extraordinary trip it was to Moses’ village! 
My thanks for your prayers and a safe and wonderful 
trip it was. I spoke last night via satellite phone to 
Moses and all is well with him, too. He has a great 
deal of responsibility and is handling it well. 
 
Presently, we have over 40 tons of building materials 
en route from Kampala, Uganda, to his village. They 
are held up at the border due to an issue with our ex-
emption papers, but no worry, dealing with this type 
of thing has become normal. Drilling the water well 
has been delayed due to the path to his village being 
too wet for travel; however, this is now dry so the 
drilling machines should proceed very soon to provide 
“well water from Watertown” for clean drinking wa-
ter instead of pond water. When the women and 
girls heard about the grinding mill, they celebrated 
with singing and dancing and held a special meeting 
with us to say ‘thank you’. Not only does the grinding 
mill relieve them from a good deal of hard work, it 
gives the girls time during the day to attend school.  
 
The people are ecstatic for these improvements! The 
Kenyan team and the Sudanese team are working well 
together and have the foundations dug for both school 
buildings and now await arrival of materials to pro-
ceed. 
 
The children love the school bags, pens, pencils, let-
ters from Americans and performed for us with much 
joyful singing. In return, I have precious letters from 
them to deliver to their new friends in America. Many 
children there are and so eager to learn! They and the 
adults love having their pictures taken. Always, they 
must view it and great laughter follows. With no mir-
rors, I realize it is such a big deal because they are fi-
nally seeing themselves. 
 

I can now more fully appreciate what it means to lack 
an infrastructure as in Moses’ village. Amazing it is to 
me how people manage. There is not a drop of medi-
cal care. No roads and no vehicles to transport the 
sick. Volunteer ministers and volunteer teachers are 
certainly important in providing communities of wor-
ship and some education. There are three churches - 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Catholic, each having its 
own compound. The people’s offering is in the form 
of grain, which helps feed those who are living within 
one of these compounds. 
 
Lastly, I mention Moses’ homecoming. It was a cele-
bration like few others. As we landed, I could see peo-
ple running towards the landing strip from all direc-
tions. There was a multitude of security officers keep-
ing people back, but this only lasted a short time. 
Moses was lifted upon someone’s shoulders and a pa-
rade of thousands of people, flags, dancing, cheering 
overtook us. Fortunately, someone took my right arm 
and another the left to guide me along. Once seated, it 
was a special time when Moses’ father came forth to 
meet him. Of all these people, Moses recognized only 
his father as he had seen a photo of him; otherwise, 
everyone else was a stranger, including his brothers 
and sisters.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was overwhelming for Moses but he handled it well 
and gave an inspiring talk to the community and stu-
dents. 
 
Moses’ village is a special place with good people. It 
felt so right being there and know it is in God’s plan 
for us to be part of this community. Many thanks for 
the ways each of you is helping make this happen. 
 
Donations are still being accepted toward the South 
Sudan School Project. 20% of the costs have yet to be 

(Continued on page 5) 
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raised. Once the school building is up, there are on-
going expenses and additional supplies and equip-
ment needed. Send donations, marked “South Sudan 
Education” to the Diocesan Office. 
 
Glimpses of our travels can be viewed at http://
gallery.me.com/rhondamorse. I have included a gal-
lery of photos from a side trip we took to the Ka-
kuma refugee camp (Kenya) where Moses lived for 
ten years.  
 
Perhaps some of you will be our travel companions 
on future journeys! We hope so. 

 
Peace, 
Rhonda Morse, Project Coordinator 
Sioux Falls, SD—605.334.2557 
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   Ash Wednesday in the evening at Holy Inno-
cents’, Parmelee; at the Bishop Jones Building in 
Mission; and during the day at the White River 
Nursing Home. On subsequent Wednesdays, there 
will be a healing service in the context of a differ-
ent liturgy each week (Evening Prayer, Youth ser-
vice, Holy Eucharist, Taize, Celtic Eucharist), fol-
lowed by a fellowship time with light refreshments 
hosted by a different congregation each week.  
 

During Holy Week, we will have the Rev. Rita 
Powell here, and we will have a special Confirma-
tion preparation event on Holy Saturday. Services 
during Holy Week will be Thurs, Fri, and Saturday 
night at the Bishop Jones Building. Each service 
will be the proper liturgy of the day, with Saturday 
night an Easter Vigil with Baptisms. There will 
also be an ecumenical service on Friday in Mission 
from 12-3pm. There will be walks with the Sta-
tions of the Cross in Mission before the service and 
in Norris/Corn Creek with St. Paul and St. Thomas 
parishioners. It will be a busy time! 
 
�
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    We will start an Easter candle at a vigil and take 
it from church to church (not lit!). Ash Wed at all 
churches and nursing homes. Stations with art re-
flections in Wagner on Wednesdays in Lent.  
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    On Wednesdays throughout Lent there will be 
soup and sandwiches followed by a Lenten study 
from “Seven Spiritual Gifts of Waiting,” by Holly 
Whitcomb. Easter Sunday will be celebrated with 
Holy Eucharist and Ringing of the Bells (members 
bring bells and ring them during the final hymn 
and during the Alleluias of every Easter Day 
hymn.) 
 
����
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    We’ll be discussing “Stations of the Cross” for 
their Lenten study, from a book by Fr. John 
Heschle. New rector Fr. Ryan Hall will lead dis-
cussions each Wednesday evening, following the 
soup and bread supper. 
  
In the preface of his book, Fr. Heschle says its pur-
pose is to “introduce Christians to a deeper mean-
ing of the traditional devotion.”  
 
��
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    6:00 pm Wednesdays. Soup Supper followed by 
a 10-12 minute presentation by church members on 
characters surrounding the crucifixion and ending 
with Rite 3 Holy Eucharist 
 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 
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    During the first five weeks of Lent we will have 
Wednesday soup suppers followed by evening 
prayer services. During Holy Week we will have 
our Seder Supper and Maundy Thursday services. 
In addition to a noon service on Good Friday, the 
church will be open until 3:00 pm for private devo-
tions.  
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    Wednesdays in Lent will feature a soup & sand-
wich supper at 6:00 pm followed by a series entitled 
“Encountering Forgiveness” led by John Gehm, a 
sociology and criminal justice professor at the Uni-
versity of Sioux Falls and Director of the Victim-
Offender Reconciliation Program. A worship ser-
vice will conclude each session. 
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    has a Lenten Service project for teens and their 
families. These are Saturday morning projects 
(March 14 for Middle Schoolers and March 28 for 
High Schoolers) with the Moving Assistance Pro-
gram, an outreach incorporated by Good Shepherd 
members to meet a need expressed by city leaders.   
They also have a number of home Bible groups that 
will wrap up a study of Mark during Lent, one 
group also incorporating a “Secret Prayer Partner” 
program — names to be revealed at Easter.  
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    Also featuring a soup & bread meal on Wednes-
day nights followed by a discussion series entitled 
“Turning Our Worlds Upside Down: Forgiveness. ” 
 
 

Celebrating the Three Days 
The Rev. Jeffry P. Barnes 

Interim Vicar, Holy Apostles, Sioux Falls 
 

�  ast year, when I was asked to supply at Holy 
Apostles, Sioux Falls, for Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday and Easter, I was surprised to find that 
there was a single bulletin for all three days, not 
separate bulletins for each service. It was labeled 
Triduum, “The Three Days,” and contained the sub-
titles,  “Mass of the Last Supper,” “The Solemn 

Celebration of the Passion and Death of Our Lord,” 
and “The Great Paschal Vigil,” as if it were one 
continual service, not the three separate ones I had 
been familiar with in all the congregations I had 
served since seminary. 

 
I had questions. And doubts:   
· Do all the same people come to all three ser-

vices? Pretty much so, they said.  
· Do you do all nine lessons at the Great Vigil; 

doesn’t that get long?  Yes, and no, not so long.  
· If it starts at ten o’clock at night and runs un-

til 1:00 am, what about the young children? 
aren’t they excluded?  Oh, they come and acolyte 
and enjoy the feast afterwards.  

· Do you have an Easter Sunday morning ser-
vice for those who won’t come or want that?  No, 
the Great Vigil is the Easter Service. 

 
Okay, I said, intrigued (I come from a high church 
background) but a bit skeptical (it didn’t sound like 
something a small sized parish should undertake).  

 
But after it was all over, I was convinced: This is 
the way to celebrate Easter, moving through all 
three days, participating in a time that is a unique 
and central part of the liturgical year. Paraphrasing 
what Father Shoberg had written years ago when he 
first prepared the bulletin:  

 
“In the liturgy of the Triduum the Christian church 

is called to enter into a period of prayer, fasting and 
vigiling. The liturgies even suggest the unity of the 
Three days by the way they end and begin. On 
Thursday there is no dismissal or conclusion; on 
Friday we gather and leave with no introductory or 
concluding rites; and at the Vigil we gather around 
the fire and begin without the usual introductory 
rites. We begin on Thursday and don’t conclude un-
til the Vigil. Holy Thursday is a liturgy of entrance. 
Good Friday commemorates the death of the Lord 
but as a part of the whole paschal mystery, which is 
celebrated in its fullness at the Easter Vigil. 

 
“These days are the hinge of the year, the central 
moment around which all else revolves. They give 
meaning to Lent and to the Fifty Days of Easter. In 
them we participate in that mystery which defines 
what it means to be Christian and what it means for 
the community to be the church.” 
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As for my questions: Yes, most members came to 
all three services. Yes, we did all nine lessons, and 
because almost everybody participated, they didn’t 
seem long. Yes, the young children were there and 
they participated fully; they stayed awake; and 
when I left at 3:30 am, stuffed with lamb and all 
sorts of other goodies, they were still going strong. 
And no, there was no need for an Easter Day ser-
vice, for all had been there the night before. 

 
I have been made a believer. I recommend that your 
parish try celebrating the Triduum in its fullness. Or 
come and join us at Holy Apostles. �

�
�

�  n Good Friday, 1993, St. 
James, Enemy Swim, 

sponsored their fourteenth an-
nual Good Friday Walk – a 
3.5 mile walk, which in-

cluded 14 Stations of the 
Cross set up along the 
way. At each station the 

people made a short stop for a 
lesson and prayer. The last station was at the cross 
in the church’s cemetery, followed by a Good Fri-
day service in the church and a feast. People from 
all five Episcopal churches of the Sisseton Mission 
were represented as well as people from other 
churches and even other denominations.  
 

- from June 1993 ChurchNews 
 

PB urges Good Friday support of 
Church in Jerusalem 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 

�  or almost a century, the Good Friday Offering 
has been a source of support, love and hope 

for the people of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem 
and the Middle East. This year’s 87th Good Friday 
Offering offers us the opportunity to be nourished 
by a deepened bond with the churches in the region 
that is so central to our faith. In my time as Presid-
ing Bishop, I have been deeply moved by their sto-
ries of the pain that division brings to the lives of all 
in this Province of the Anglican Communion. 
 
The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle 

East was formed in 1841 with the purpose of forg-
ing friendships with the ancient churches and serv-
ing the expatriate communities in this area. The 
friendships made then have strengthened the work 
and witness of the entire Episcopal Church ever 
since. Since 1922, members of the Episcopal 
Church have given thanks for this extraordinary re-
lationship through their generous giving to the 
Good Friday Offering. This offering expresses our 
own commitment to walk with the church of Jerusa-
lem & the Middle East as they continue to work to-
ward justice, reconciliation, and peace. Through our 
support of these churches we are helping to realize 
God’s vision of shalom. 
 
More information on this offering is available 
online at www.episcopalchurch.org/gfo.  There you 
can access the Good Friday Offering Bulletin Shell 
and Poster. If you do not have access to the Inter-
net, contact the Diocesan Office for help 
in obtaining these materials. 
 
Again, please join with me in 
celebrating the work of the 
Good Friday Offering by 
generously sharing the gifts 
we have been given with 
our sisters and brothers 
in the Middle East.  
    I remain 
      Your servant in Christ, 
        + Katharine Jefferts Schori 
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· Plans were underway to relocate more than 700 

graves buried in the old Episcopal cemetery at 
Fort Thompson after 1863. The removal, neces-
sary before the dam construction at the Big 
Bend could begin in April, was done by the 
Corps of Army Engineers. Remains could be 
reburied at any point within 150 miles of the 
old cemetery which relatives could designate. 

 
· All but one member of the “sensational” Chey-

enne Agency basketball team, the 1959 champi-
ons, were Episcopalian. In addition, the coach 
attended St. John’s where his wife was organist, 
and two of the three cheerleaders were mem-
bers. 
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�  n estimated 
9,000 – 10,000 

deputies, alternate 
deputies, bishops, 
Episcopal Church 
Women, exhibitors, 
staff, volunteers, and 
visitors will converge 
at the Anaheim Con-
vention Center, one 

block from Disneyland in California, for the 76th 
General Convention and ECW Triennial Meeting of 
the Episcopal Church from July 8-17.  
 
Hosted by the Diocese of Los Angeles which en-
compasses Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Ventura, 
Santa Barbara, and portions of Riverside counties. 
The 85,000-member diocese includes 146 congrega-
tions worshiping in Spanish, Vietnamese, Korean, 
Mandarin, Cantonese, Tagalog, and English. 
 
The Presiding Bishop compares the Convention to a 
family reunion of sorts. The thousands of Episcopa-
lians have 10 days to “meet, greet, talk, worship, 
consult, connect, pray, strategize and legislate. It is 
our opportunity to take the pulse of the wider church 
and set the course for the coming years.” 
 
Themes 
 
The spirit of ubuntu, “I in you and you in me” or “I 
am because we are,” will permeate the 10 days. By 
stressing the convention theme of ubuntu’s 
“interconnectedness of one person to a community, 
we hope to launch conversations in each diocese, 
leading to mission focuses” through public narrative, 
a tool to build bridges through personal story, said 
the Rev. Gregory Straub, executive officer and sec-
retary to General Convention. Public narrative train-
ing will be introduced at provincial synod gatherings 
and the at the deputies’ orientation session. 
 
“Faith and our Future” will be another recurrent con-
vention theme, running though the hospitality center 
and the convention children’s programs. Children 
will be able to go home and tell everyone what is 
happening in The Episcopal Church (TEC) right 
now . . . and how we’re preparing for their future in 

TEC. For more detailed information, go to the Epis-
copal Life Online website, particularly http://ecusa.
anglican.org/78650_104114_ENG_HTM.htm 
 
On Site 
 
New deputies won’t receive legislative committee 
assignments but instead will visit with seasoned con-
ventioneers in the hopes of enriching their conven-
tion experience by being able to fully participate in 
all convention aspects. 
 
Daily worship will begin later, at about 11:30 am, to 
enable committee members to participate. Creative 
worship services are being planned which will re-
flect the rich diversity of the Diocese and include 
emergent, grass roots liturgies and worship. 
 
Both the House of Deputies and the House of Bish-
ops have chaplains, who lead their houses in regular 
prayer at the beginning and end of sessions and daily 
at noon. Chaplains are also asked to pray before the 
enactment of important legislation. Organizations 
within the church sponsor additional worship ser-
vices, while volunteers staff a prayer room in which 
there is continual intercession for the work of con-
vention. 
  
Structure and Business 
 
All bishops of the Episcopal Church, active and re-
tired, are entitled to seat, voice and vote in the 
House of Bishops (unless deprived of the privilege). 
Each of the Episcopal Church’s dioceses (and the 
Convocation of Churches in Europe and the Navajo-
land Area Mission) is entitled to elect eight deputies, 
four lay persons and four priests and/or deacons, to 
the House of Deputies. (The diocesan electors of 
deputies are themselves elected representatives from 
local parishes.) Deputies are not delegates; that is, 
they are not elected to represent the electing dio-
ceses.  
 
Deputies vote their conscience for the good of the 
church. They cannot be instructed to vote one way 
or another, for to do so would preclude godly debate 
and preempt the work of the Holy Spirit. Deputies 

General Convention to be held this summer 
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are expected to serve on committees, if appointed, to 
attend forums and hearings, to read the reports to the 
church from its commissions, committees, agencies 
and boards, to listen to, and if so moved, to respond 
to resolutions on the floor of the house. 
  
The House of Bishops and House of Deputies meet, 
deliberate and vote separately. To be enacted resolu-
tions must pass both houses in the same language. 
Both houses have the right to amend legislation, but 
the amendment must be accepted by the other house. 
Resolutions presented to convention come from four 
sources: committees, commissions, agencies and 
boards of the church; bishops; dioceses and prov-
inces; and deputies.  
 
The House of Bishops is chaired by the Primate of 
the Episcopal Church, Presiding Bishop Katharine 
Jefferts Schori, and, in her absence, by the Vice 
Chair, Bishop Richard S. O. Chang. They are as-
sisted by the Secretary of the House of Bishops, 
Bishop Kenneth L. Price; a Parliamentarian, 
Bishop John Buchanan; and a Chair of the Com-
mittee on Dispatch, Bishop Wayne Wright.  
  
The House of Deputies is chaired by the President of 
the House, Bonnie Anderson, and, in her absence, 
by the Vice President, The Rev. Brian Prior. They 
are assisted by the Secretary of the House of Depu-
ties (myself); and a Parliamentarian, Polly Getz.  
  
Much of the work of convention is carried out by 
legislative committees. The Presiding Bishop and 
the President of the House of Deputies determine the 
number of persons who serve on committees and 
their membership. Deputies are asked to indicate 
their preference for membership on committees, and 
the presiding officers make their choice considering 
previous experience, expertise and interest, ensuring 
the committees represent diverse points of view, 
geographic, ethnic and gender diversity and partici-
pation by younger deputies.  
 
Resolutions proposed for discussion at convention 
are referred to legislative committees, which con-
sider, amalgamate and perfect them before present-
ing them on the floor of convention. Legislative 
committees hold hearings on legislation at which the 
following can speak: deputy, registered alternate or 
registered visitor.  

A highlight of every General Convention is its festi-
val Eucharist at which the United Thank Offering is 
presented. (The United Thank Offering is taken up 
in parishes twice each year for the mission of the 
church.)  
  
Debate on the floor is governed by the Constitution 
and Canons of the church, Rules of Order for each 
house, Joint Rules of Order (that apply to both 
houses) and Roberts’ Rules of Order. Deputies are 
expected to listen respectfully to the views of others 
and to adhere to the rules, which require, for exam-
ple, that persons of different points of view alternate 
at microphones. 
  
Convention is more than legislation. One of the most 
interesting parts of convention is the Exhibit Hall. 
The Exhibit Hall reminds people of an oriental souk: 
it is a marketplace of goods and ideas in which the 
organizations and interest groups within the church 
present their wares, recruit members and do their 
best to influence legislation. It is a colorful part of 
convention, and it would not be General Convention 
without it. 
  
Many church-related organizations hold meetings in 
conjunction with convention, and there are lunches 
and dinners hosted by seminaries, provinces, socie-
ties, boards and staff offices of the church. One gath-
ering not to be missed is the triennial meeting of the 
Episcopal Church Women. The ECW meeting has 
changed over the past several decades; it focuses on 
the mission and service of the church, and many of 
the church’s most distinguished members are invited 
to address this body.  
  
General Convention is a combination of legislative 
assembly, bazaar of goods and services and family 
reunion. It is one of the most exciting and, truth be 
told, one of the most awe-inspiring gatherings in the 
world. 
 
Further information, schedule, and updates can be 
found at http://www.episcopalchurch.org/gc2009.
htm 
 

Excerpted from EpiscopalLife, January 2009,  
and from the Episcopal Church website. 
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Youth & Young Adult Ministries  

Save The Date  
 
Who:       Middle & High School students 
What:      Youth Convention  
Where:    Lake Poinsett Camp south of Watertown  
When:     August 21-23, 2009! 
What else:   the well-known Christian band  
                     Bread of Stone will perform  
 
This is going to be a spectacular event you won’t want 
to miss! 
 

����������	
�	���	�
����	����
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Youth Ministry Training Events 
Coming! 
 

�  his spring, look for youth ministry training 
events in your deanery. These events will be tai-

lored to the special needs of each of the Deaneries in 
the Diocese. Ideas? Requests? Contact your Dean, 
Priest or Rev. Powell at youth.diocese@midconetwork.
com  
 

Diocesan Youth Council meets 
 

�  hirteen members of the Diocesan Youth 
Council met at Holy Comforter Church in 

Lower Brule on Saturday, January 31, 2009. Council 
members enjoyed the lunch provided by the good 
folks at Holy Comforter. 
 
Under the guidance of the Very Rev. Liam Muller 
(chairman of the Council) and the Rev. Rita Powell 
(Diocesan Youth Coordinator), the Council mem-
bers spent the afternoon envisioning what youth 
events during the upcoming months could look like. 
 
The camp schedule for TEC was discussed as well 
as possible programming. It was recognized that the 
need for meaningful programs needs to be balanced 
by the fun factor of being at camp. The Council is 
grateful that Diocesan clergy have agreed so readily 
to participate at all the scheduled camps. A total of 
nine counselors will be on staff during the camping 
season.  
 

The cost of 
providing  
transportation 
to get campers 
to  
Thunder-
head Episcopal 
Center continues to 
be a major concern. The 
Council will be looking for  
creative, yet safe, ways to cut those  
costs while still providing transportation to  
those who need it. 
 
Niobrara Convocation will be in Mission June 26th – 
28th. Several youth groups from outside the Diocese 
will be participating with our youth during that 
weekend.  Plans are being formulated for program-
ming and recreation. One possibility may be an op-
portunity to go rafting or tubing on the White River. 
It was the consensus of the Council that Convoca-
tion is a wonderful example of hospitality that many 
folks in our Diocese are unaware of. Council mem-
bers will be encouraging youth and adults to attend. 
 
The youth group at Trinity, Watertown has been 
working hard to prepare for the youth convention 
August 21st – 23rd. They have raised the funds to hire 
a band and have made arrangements for the conven-
tion to be held at a church camp at Lake Poinsett. 
The convention will be for middle and senior high 
school students.  
 
Discussion was held concerning how our youth 
could be a more integral part of Diocesan Conven-
tion in October. It is hoped that their role among us 
will be expanded beyond serving as pages. We an-
ticipate the opportunity to hear reports from the 
youth on the three summer events – camp, Convoca-
tion, and convention. 
 
A spirited conversation was held on the topic of how 
we can develop unity between our native and non-
native youth. The Council is very aware that there 
are barriers that exist in our Diocese that go beyond 
the issue of race. Despite the differences that exist, 
the Council feels strongly that through Jesus Christ 
we can be united – as we have promised through our  
 
                                                   continued . . . 
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Baptismal vows. The gift of hospitality as lived out 
by the Niobrara Convocation was held up as the 
Christian example of how we can work towards this 
goal. 
 
The Council members agreed to meet again on May 
22nd at TEC as part of the clean-up weekend. 
             
                                    - by Deacon Marty Garwood 
 
T-SHIRT DESIGN  
CONTEST!!!!   
  The Sound of Faith  
 

�  e need YOUR creative talents!  
Do you draw?  Know someone 

who does?  Please submit a design for this 
year’s YOUTH CONVENTION that  
incorporates the following theme:  

The Sound of Faith  
 
Send designs to Rita Powell, 500 South Main Ave, 
Sioux Falls, SD, 57104 by Easter — April 12, 2009. 
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Be looking at your churches for information about 
Convention: August 21-23 at the Lake Poinsett 
Camp south of Watertown. Saturday night of the 
Youth Convention will feature a concert by band 
Bread of Stone! Anyone in middle or high school is 
welcome to be a part of the Youth Convention! 
 
 
 

Young Adult Bible Study and  
Compline hosted by Cathedral 
 

�  n Sunday nights this Epiphany, we have had 
the opportunity to come together as young 

adults in the region for a bible study and compline 
service. As the high school youth leader at the Ca-
thedral, and as a young adult, I have been encour-
aged by the opportunity to meet with other people 

my age to share thoughts about Christ and the Gos-
pels in a safe environment. Rev. Rita Powell led us 
in discussing a range of ways to understand light and 
dark. They can be felt as cosmic opposites, as forces 
within us, and as a way to understand who God is in 
Christ, in the Word, and as the Light.   
 
Compline attracts characters from around the com-
munity, including Cathedral members, youth group 
members, and Sioux Falls residents. It is exciting to 
take pride in the beauty of the Calvary Cathedral 

nave. The lights are low and the candles are 
in full effect. Incense outlines the magnifi-
cent ceilings as Mother Rita leads a calming 

Taize-styled worship.  
 
I would like to thank the Diocese for sponsoring an 
event that encourages me to respect the silent mo-

ments of my life. I would also like to thank St. 
Elizabeth’s Guild for providing food and the St. 

Monnica's Guild for their support of this impor-
tant ministry.  

 
- T.J. Bozied,  

Calvary Cathedral Youth Minister 
 
 
 
 
Calling all CDL holders in the Diocese! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  his year, the Youth Council of the Diocese is 
working with the Youth Coordinator to find 

creative ways to get our young people to and from 
Camp this summer without using an expensive char-
ter bus company.  
 
If you have a CDL, please identify yourself!  Send 
an e-mail to youth.diocese@midconetwork.com or 
call 605.659.0110.  
Thank you! 
 
 

�  
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YOU  
Are Invited to TEC 

 

�  f you are a young person, you are invited to TEC 
this summer. We have camps for families with 

kids as old as 6th graders, middle schoolers and high 
schoolers.  
 
Every camp will be staffed by 9 trained, creative, 
fun counselors plus clergy from our diocese. Each 
camp will offer music and fun, conversation and 
quiet to all who attend.  
 
The Diocese has committed a large amount of re-
source to making this place a wonderful, safe, spirit-
filled experience. We’d like to have  

EVERY SINGLE KID   
      in the Diocese come to camp! So pick which 
camp is right for you, mark your calendars, and send 
in your registration forms! We’ll see you out there! 
 
 
Registration forms can be found at  
http://www.diocesesd.org/ 
Or www.lumencordium.com  
Or by calling the Diocesan office or Rita Powell  
Or by email youth.diocese@midconetwork.com .  
 
 
 

                                ���� ����
 
 
 

 
 
Save The Dates!!! 
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·  Holly Huisken 
       500 S. Main Ave 
       Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
       605-336-3486 
       thunderhead@dakotablue.net 
 
�
���	�����������	��	�����������	����	
�������	
	
·  The Rev. Rita Powell 
       500 S. Main Ave 
       Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
       605-338-9751 (Diocesan Office) 
       605-659-0110 (cell) 
       youth.diocese@midconetwork.com 
 
 
 
�
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(Continued from page 1) 
 

To be elected bishop, a candidate must receive two-
thirds of the delegate vote by each order – lay dele-
gates and clergy. It took 11 ballots for Creighton 
Robertson to reach this election. According to the 
ChurchNews, delegates passed the time between bal-
lots by talking, singing, reading, and card-playing.  
 
The next step was obtaining the consents of a major-
ity of the standing committees and bishops in the 
Episcopal Church, a process taking several months. 
This approval was received May 9, 1994.  
 
An estimated 2500 people participated in the 2½ 
hour consecration ceremony at the pow wow 
grounds east of Lake Andes. Bishop George Harris 
preached while Presiding Bishop Edmond Brown-
ing, and Bishops George Harris, Craig Anderson, 
Walter Jones, and Harold Jones 
laid hands on Creighton, making 
him a bishop in God’s Church. 
 

****** 
 

The Reverend Creighton L. 
Robertson of Yankton, SD was 
ordained to the priesthood on 
May 6, 1990. He served as 
Priest-in-charge of the Santee 
Episcopal Mission since 1989. 
Though born in Kansas City, 
Missouri, Robertson grew up in Huron and on the 
Sisseton Mission, a member of the Sisseton-
Wahpeton Dakota Nation. Church was always part 
of his life. His grandfather, Sam Robertson, was a 
catechist and one of the great missionaries. Creigh-
ton himself felt the call to priesthood as a teenager. 
He made plans to get an undergraduate degree after 
his 1962 high school graduation and then go to 
seminary, but was diverted by other interests, other 
degrees, marriage, and family before finally heeding 
the call and heading to seminary in 1986.  

 
 
 
 

YOU are needed for the  
consecration of our new bishop! 
 

�  lan to attend — better yet — plan to partici-
pate, when the 10th Bishop of South Dakota is 

consecrated at 11 a.m. on Saturday, All Hallows Eve 
(October 31) at the Sioux Falls Convention Center.  
 
Many are needed to help with the service, to be led 
by Presiding Bishop Katherine Jefferts Schori, 
and attended by an estimated 2000 to 3000 people. 
The Rev. George Parmeter of Grace Church, 
Huron, has been named ceremonialist for the ser-
vice, meaning he has the responsibility of organizing 
the liturgy according to the protocols of the national 
church.  
 
“We want broad representation from the entire dio-
cese,” says Father Parmeter, “and we especially 
want a strong youth presence. This is a rare opportu-

nity to be involved in a very moving, important 
event in the life of the Church. We hope many 
individuals step forward to help celebrate the be-
ginning of this exciting next phase.”   
 
Those who can help are asked to submit their 
names as soon as possible and no later than 
July 1 to Father Parmeter. All names need to be 
submitted far in advance to the national church, 
which will prepare the order of service.  

Here's what's needed: 
1. A banner from each congregation, with a 
designated person to carry it. Also, a stand in 
which to place the banner. 

2. Eleven processional crosses (with stands), and 
11 youth acolytes to carry them, with representa-
tion from each deanery 

3. Twenty-two torches (with stands) and 22 youth 
acolytes to carry them, with representation from 
each deanery. 

4. Two altar acolytes 
5. Sixteen ushers, two from each deanery 
6. 4+ oblation bearers 
7. Vergers 
8. Choir members — lots of them! 
9. Volunteers to set up and tear down the worship 

space 
10. Communion vessels and linens         
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Consecration service . . . 
 
All participants in the service (including choir mem-
bers) will wear vestments from their home congrega-
tions, and absolutely all items should be clearly 
marked so they may be returned to their rightful 
homes. 

 
If you can help in any of these areas, please send 
your name directly to Father George Parmeter at  
graceepiscopal@q.com or at 605-352-3096 or at  
PO Box 1361, Huron, SD 57350.  
 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Walkabout Schedule 
 

The candidates are scheduled to visit as follows: 
· Wednesday, April 29 – Sioux Falls, Calvary 

Cathedral, 7:00 pm Central time 
· Thursday, April 30 –  Wakpala, St. Elizabeth’s 

(Standing Rock Mission) 7:00 pm Central time 
· Friday, May 1 – Rapid City, Emmanuel Church 

7:00 pm Mountain time 
· Saturday, May 2 – Mission, Bishop Hare    

Center (Rosebud Mission) 1:30 pm Central time 
· Sunday, May 3 – Pierre, Trinity Church, 1:30 

pm Central time. 

Slate of candidates  
for Bishop Coadjutor  
to be announced in mid-March 
 

�  he Standing Committee of the Diocese of 
South Dakota has targeted March 16 as the date 

it will announce the slate of candidates for the 10th 
Bishop of the Diocese of South Dakota.  
 
The list comes from the Nominating Committee, 
made up of church members from around the dio-
cese, which submitted its final recommendation of 
nominees to the president of the Standing Commit-
tee, Jean Lacher of Brookings, in late January.  
 
Nominating Committee members had identified can-
didates over the past year through referrals from the 

national church and other priests and church mem-
bers. Final background checks of those candidates 
are now being completed.  
 
A second possibility for receiving candidate 
names 
 
Besides recommendations from the Nominating 
Committee, a second channel for identifying candi-
dates is provided for in the canons. This is through 
the petitioning process, by which individuals may 
ask that they be considered for the office of bishop. 
The Standing Committee published details of the pe-
titioning process in mid-February on the diocesan 
website, www.diocesesd.org.   
 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Names submitted through this process are being in-
vestigated, and the Standing Committee will meet 
April 18 to consider which, if any, petitioners are 
eligible to be added to the ballot of candidates.   
 
All candidates must participate in the Presentation 
of the Nominees (also known as "the walkabout"), 
to be held in five locations around the state April 29 
through May 3. The candidates and their spouses 
will travel by bus for meetings with church mem-
bers in Sioux Falls (Calvary Cathedral, 7:00 pm on 
Wednesday, April 29), Wakpala, Standing Rock 
Mission (St. Elizabeth's, 7:00 pm Thursday, April 
30), Rapid City (Emmanuel, 7:00 pm on Friday, 
May 1), Mission, Rosebud Mission (Bishop Hare 
Center, 1:30 pm on Saturday, May 2), and Pierre 
(Trinity Church, 1:30 pm on Sunday, May 3).   
 
All Episcopalians in the Diocese should make an 
effort to attend one of these meetings to meet the 
candidates and ask any questions they may have of 
him or her. Participants are encouraged to give 
feedback to electing convention delegates from 
their churches. 
 
The electing convention will be held in Pierre at the 
Ramkota Inn and Convention Center on Satur-
day, May 9. The election must be ratified by the 
House of Bishops at the General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church, set for July 7-17 in Anaheim, 
CA. Assuming the bishop-elect is ratified, he or she 
will be consecrated on October 31, 2009 in Sioux 
Falls. 
 
 
 
 
 
· Registration materials will be mailed to dele-

gates and churches shortly. If you want to at-
tend as a visitor, get a copy of the registration 
form from your priest or delegate, or copy it 
from the diocesan website. Or call Mary. 

· Visitors and delegates need to pre-register be-
fore May 1 in order to get a ticket for lunch. 
The $10 to cover lunch can be sent in with the 
registration or paid on site. 

· Pre-registration (with or without payment) is 
highly encouraged to save time on-site and 
minimize complications. 

· Registration will begin on Friday, May 8, from 
4:00—8:00 pm and continue on Saturday morn-
ing.  

· Late arriving delegates cannot enter the floor 
during a voting session. 

· Convention opens with Eucharist on Saturday 
morning. Exact times and schedules will be out 
soon. 

Motel Telephone 

Ramkota Inn & Conf Center 
920 W. Sioux 

605-224-6877 

Comfort Inn 
410 W. Sioux 

605-224-0377 

Day’s Inn 
520 W. Sioux 

605-224-0411 

Governor’s Inn 
700 W. Sioux  

605-224-4200 

Holiday Inn Express 
110 E. Stanley, Ft. Pierre 

605-223-9045 

Kelly Inn 
713 W. Sioux 

605-224-4140 

Super 8 
320 W. Sioux 

605-224-1617 

Budget Host 
640 N. Euclid 

605-224-5896 

Capitol Inn 
815 Wells Ave 

605-224-6387 

Fawn Motel 
818 N. Euclid 

605-224-5885 

Ft. Pierre Motel 
Hwy 83 South, Ft. Pierre 

605-223-3111 

Hedman’s Iron Horse 
205 W. Pleasant 

605-224-5981 

Kings Inn 
220 S. Pierre 

605-224-5951 

Pierre Motel 
914 N. Euclid 

605-224-8822 
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 “A Challenge for Lent”  
 

By The Rev. Fred Jessett 
 

�  ather than tell a story about a past moment of 
God’s grace, this month’s column is about 

looking for God’s grace now. Lent is a good time to 
do this because Lent is for Christians what spring 
training is for baseball players: a time to grow better 
at what we do. One important area where we can 
grow is in our awareness of God’s grace in our lives. 
I have two suggestions for ways to do this in Lent 
this year.    
 
The first suggestion comes from a story that Jim 
Wallis of Sojourners often tells. Sojourners operates 
a soup kitchen in Washington D.C. Just before the 
doors are opened each day, a prayer is offered by 
one of the workers. One particular woman always 
includes in her prayer a petition like this: “Lord, we 
know you’ll be coming through the line today, help 
us to treat you right.”  
 
How about saying that prayer at the start of each 
day: “Lord, I know you’ll be coming through my life 
today, help me to treat you right.” This Lent, I’m go-
ing to make a concerted effort to do that. God is in 
your life and mine, every day but most of the time I 
don’t remember it, or look for God. My life would 
be much richer if I did, but the “dailyness” of life 
too often distract me. This Lent I’ll pray that prayer 
each day even if I have to stick up a reminder in 
every room in the house.  
 
Where might we meet God? In the man with the 
cardboard sign beside an off ramp? In the co-worker 
who needs a kind word, or someone who will listen?  
In the woman in the next chair at the doctor’s office? 
In the customer service person you are talking to on 
the phone? Any or all of those may be an opportu-
nity for us to meet God and treat God right .  
 
 

For those who love to read, I have another sugges-
tion for Lent. Pick a good book to read for Lent, and 
then look for God in that book. There are many good 
books for this and they don’t have to be religious 
books either. God has often touched my heart while 
reading books no one would call religious. 
 
For example: Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury is 
a dark tale of the dissolution and decay of a family. 
The title of the book is taken from Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth, where MacBeth says that life  “…is a tale 
told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying 
nothing.”  This reflects the book’s tone. Hundreds of 
pages relate the destruction of this family and yet in 
the last section there is the most powerful Easter ser-
mon I know outside of Holy Scripture. It asserts 
that, by God’s grace, death, destruction and damna-
tion in this life are not the final truth.   
 
So if you like to read, why not try reading a good 
book for Lent and looking for God grace in it?  I 
plan to read Eli Wiesel’s Night. This story of his ex-
perience in Auschwitz, where his family died, will 
be a challenge -- but what is Lent for if not to chal-
lenge us to grow?   
 
If you contact me at jessett@earthlink.net, I’ll be 
glad to further discuss books to read for Lent.  
 
 

© Fred Jessett 2009    
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2008 PLEDGE TO THE DIOCESE

Paid Paid 
Pledge To Date Balance Churchnews To Date Balance

PARISHES:

Aberdeen - St. Mark's 18,243.00      18,243.00     0.00 45.00          45.00 0.00
Belle Fourche - St. James' 3,372.00        3,372.00       0.00 85.00          85.00      0.00
Brookings - St. Paul's 8,500.00        8,500.00       0.00 240.00        240.00    0.00
Deadwood - St. John's 5,805.00        5,805.00       0.00 255.00        255.00    0.00
Huron - Grace 15,750.00      15,750.00     0.00 380.00        380.00    0.00
Lead - Christ Church 5,706.00        5,306.00       400.00 140.00        140.00    0.00
Mitchell - St. Mary's 3,250.00        3,250.00       0.00 310.00 310.00 0.00
Mobridge - St. James' 1,244.00        1,244.00 0.00 70.00          70.00 0.00
Pierre - Trinity 13,000.00      13,601.93     (601.93)   50.00          50.00      0.00
Rapid City - Emmanuel 37,132.00      37,132.00     0.00 850.00        850.00    0.00
Rapid City - St. Andrew's 24,506.00      24,506.00     0.00 410.00        410.00    0.00
Sioux Falls - Calvary 60,000.00      60,000.00     0.00 1,020.00     1,020.00 0.00
Sioux Falls - Good Shepherd 8,000.00        8,000.00       0.00 25.00          25.00 0.00
Spearfish - All Angels 18,259.00      18,259.00     0.00 345.00        345.00    0.00
Sturgis - St. Thomas' 4,303.00        4,303.00       0.00 110.00        110.00    0.00
Watertown - Trinity 8,400.00        8,400.00       0.00 265.00        265.00    0.00
Winner - Trinity 1,000.00        1,000.00       0.00 135.00        135.00    0.00
Yankton - Christ Church 19,945.00      19,945.00     0.00 500.00        500.00    0.00

   TOTAL PARISHES 256,415.00    256,616.93   (201.93)   5,235.00     5,235.00 0.00

Bonesteel - St. Andrew's 799.00           799.00          0.00 30.00          30.00      0.00
Chamberlain - Christ Church 2,591.00        2,591.00       0.00 150.00        150.00    0.00
Cheyenne River Mission 1,900.00        1,109.50       790.50     495.00        315.00    180.00
Crow Creek Mission 1,050.00        950.00 100.00     220.00        210.00 10.00
DeSmet - St. Stephen's 30.00             30.00 0.00 15.00          15.00 0.00
Flandreau - St. Mary's 0.00 0.00 0.00 90.00          0.00 90.00
Ft. Pierre - St. Peter's 2,700.00        2,700.00       0.00 100.00        100.00    0.00
Gettysburg - Christ Church 232.00           232.00          0.00 50.00          50.00      0.00
Gregory - Incarnation 400.00           0.00 400.00 100.00        0.00 100.00
Herrick - All Saints 128.00           138.00          (10.00) 25.00          25.00      0.00
Hot Springs - St. Luke's 2,123.00        2,123.00       0.00 120.00        120.00 0.00
Lake Andes - St. Peter's 421.00           421.00          0.00 60.00          60.00 0.00
Lower Brule Mission 1,213.00        1,213.00 0.00 160.00        160.00 0.00
Madison - Grace 1,600.00        1,600.00       0.00 45.00          45.00      0.00
Martin - St. Katharine's 4,800.00        4,800.00       0.00 225.00        225.00    0.00
Milbank - Christ Church 2,184.00        2,184.00       0.00 65.00          65.00      0.00
Pine Ridge Mission 989.00 927.75 61.25 760.00        522.50 237.50
Rapid City - St.Matthew's 3,600.00        3,634.37       (34.37)     110.00        119.13    (9.13)
Rosebud Mission 7,283.00        7,902.00       (619.00)   335.00        335.00 0.00
Santee Mission 3,121.00        3,121.00 0.00 105.00        105.00 0.00
Sioux Falls - Holy Apostles 7,348.00        7,348.00       0.00 85.00          85.00 0.00
Sisseton - Gethsemane 700.00           700.00 0.00 80.00          80.00 0.00
Sisseton Mission 1,900.00        1,882.26 17.74       180.00        180.00 0.00
Standing Rock Mission 530.00 530.00 0.00 260.00        38.00 222.00
Vermillion - St. Paul's 13,075.00      13,075.00     0.00 180.00        180.00    0.00
Webster - St. Mary's 1,200.00        1,200.00       0.00 25.00          25.00      0.00
Yankton Mission 998.24           844.38 153.86 100.00        91.67 8.33

   TOTAL MISSIONS 62,915.24      62,055.26     859.98     4,170.00     3,331.30 838.70
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SOUTH DAKOTA EPISCOPAL WOMEN'S COUNCIL
ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT

2008

Cash Balance, January 1, 2008 $4,928.66
Receipts:
   Donations from Diocesan ECW's:
     Christ Church ECW, Yankton 240.00
     Emmanuel ECW, Rapid City 400.00
     Women of St. Paul's, Vermillion 73.00
     Trinity Guild, All Angels, Spearfish 88.00
     Belles of St. Mary's, Mitchell 200.00
     ECW, Christ Church, Lead 36.00
     Grace ECW, Huron 115.00
          Total Support from ECW's 1,152.00
   Diocesan Support 2,000.00
   Educational Scholarships
       Yankton ECW 300.00
        Donations from Individuals--for 2008 425.00
           Total Donations for Ed. Scholarships 725.00
   Patches Book Sale Donations 21.00
   Donations 250.00
          Total Receipts 4,148.00
Disbursements:
     Province VI gift 50.00
     EWC Meeting Expenses 157.52
     National ECW Support 50.00
     Scholarships 1,500.00
     UTO Support 55.00
         Total Disbursements 1,812.52
Cash Balance December 31, 2008 $7,264.14 **

**  Funds designated as restricted:
     Triennial set asides from 2006 & 2007 4,400.00$    
     Donations designated for Women's Retreat Scholarships 360.00
     Donations designated for Educational Scholarships 746.00
         Portion of Cash Balance which is restricted 5,506.00$    

�  he EWC elected Linda 
Frederick as the new 

treasurer at their annual 
meeting in October. All 2009 
contributions by the ECW's 
in the Diocese should be sent 
to her: 
 
Linda Frederick 
9 Van Buren Ave. Apt. 7 
Deadwood, SD 57732 

 
 

A Big Thank You  
 
to Karen Eagle for her years 
of good and dedicated service 
as Treasurer to the Diocesan 
EWC. 
  
 

Episcopal Women’s Council  
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Habitat for Humanity offers  
outreach opportunity during  
Niobrara Convocation 
 
Sicangu Tikaga Okiciyapi welcomes  
the 137th Niobrara Convocation to the 
Rosebud Indian Reservation! 
 

�  uring your long weekend in the area, 
please help us with our mission to elimi-

nate poverty housing and homelessness from 
the world and to make decent shelter a matter of 
conscience and action. The winters are long and 
cold in our neck of the woods, so the impor-
tance of the summer construction season can’t 
be overstated. We rely on volunteers to con-
struct the homes in which our partner families 
will reside. Without you, their dreams of home-
ownership cannot be fulfilled. 
 
So, how can you help? During your stay in 
Mission, roll up your sleeves and help a local 
family construct their new home. Absolutely 
no experience is necessary and every bit of 
assistance helps! 
 
Or maybe you’re looking for a way to keep  
active during your trip? The inaugural “Racin’ 
on the Rosebud 5K/1 Mile Race & Walk” will 
take place Saturday June 27 at the Prairie Hills 
Golf Course, just two miles south of Mission.  

Pre-register and you’re guaranteed a t-shirt – 
and a good time! 
 
For more information about either helping out 
at a work site or running in the race, please call 
Habitat at (605) 856-2665 or e-mail habitatfor-
humanity@gwtc.net. 
 
An entry form for this race is also available at  
http://www.diocesesd.org/WHAT_WE_DO/
niobrara_convocation.htm 
 
Thank you and we look forward to seeing you 
in June! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ One man gives freely, yet gains even 
more; another withholds unduly, but 
comes to poverty. A generous man will 
prosper; he who refreshes others will 
himself be refreshed.”      Proverbs 11:24-25 

 
 

 

 

Watch here in the 
ChurchNews and on the 

Diocesan Website for 
further information 
about Convocation. 

 
http://www.diocesesd.org/
WHAT_WE_DO/
niobrara_convocation.htm 
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The three selections presented in this issue are excellent resources for clergy, youth group leaders, and seekers in the 
Anglican faith. 
  
Pastoring Multiple Parishes 
Kate Wiskus and Mark Mogilka, Loyola Press,  $11.95 
  
The most common solution to the shortage of priests in the United States is multiple-parish pasturing – that is, having 
one priest serve the needs of two, three, or more different parishes at one time. Because it is so widely implemented, 
there are plenty of inspiring success stories to be shared and helpful examples of pitfalls to be avoided. In Pastoring 
Multiple Parishes, the authors share with readers what works and what doesn’t when parishes must turn to the method 
of multiple-parish pasturing. This trend is not a situation to be dreaded, but rather a wonderful opportunity for future 
stability and growth of faith. 
   
Connected, You and God in the Psalms 
Peter Wallace, Morehouse Publishing, $18.00 
  
This straightforward, real-world devotional guide includes 90 meaningful and compelling chapters, is based on key 
passages in the Psalms. Addressing the major emotional, spiritual, and relational issues of life, it is designed to help 
people of all ages connect powerfully with the God of the Bible as revealed in the Psalms.  
  
Parents, youth workers, clergy, and teachers will find this to be an engaging, refreshing new take on the Psalms, plus a 
helpful teaching and counseling resource for young people. 
   
Praying Our Days, A Guide and Companion 
Frank T Griswold (25th Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church), Morehouse Publishing, $20.00 
  
A new personal prayer book for Episcopalians—a refreshed 21st century successor to the popular Anglo-Catholic St 
Augustine’s Prayer Book—an ideal gift by a respected church leader. 
  
This book is the first new devotional resource of its kind for Episcopalians in many years. It included devotions to 
mark the rhythm of the day, the mystery of time and the rhythm of the week, the months, and the Christian year; self-
examination and preparation for reconciliation and the Eucharist; intercessory prayers; devotions to the Mother of Je-
sus; praying with the saints; plus praying with icons. Each section of the book will open with an introduction and 
teaching by Bishop Griswold. 
 

 
 

�
� he family of The Most Rev. Walter  Jones has established a trust in 

the Diocese of South Dakota to provide encouragement and support for 

continuing ministry education. Should there be more than one applicant 

annually for the available funding, preference will be given to those of 

native heritage. Contact Randy Barnhardt in the Diocesan Office if you 

have questions regarding the provisions of this fund or if you wish to 

apply for support. 605-338-9751   

randy.diocese@midconetwork.com 
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Don’t forget the second convention 
this year— 
 

�  he following positions will need to be filled at 
the Diocesan Convention, October 2-4, 2009: 

 
Convention Representative to Diocesan Council 

· One person for 4 year term 
 
Province VI Deputies 

· One clergy for 3 year term 
· One lay for 3 year term 
· One lay for 2 year term 

 
Standing Committee 

· One presbyter for 4 year term 
· One presbyter for 3 year term 
· One lay for 4 year term 

 
Trial Court 

· Three priests 
· One lay person 

 
Nomination forms will be produced later in the year. 
Diocesan Convention will be held at Cedar Shore, 
October 1-4, 2009. The Northeast Deanery hosts this 
year. 
 

Province VI Synod meets  
in June in Minneapolis 
 

�  ccording to Ellen Bruckner, Province Coordi-
nator, “This Synod will be heavily pro-

grammed toward General Convention orientation for 
GC Deputies. The General Convention Office and 
Ms Bonnie Anderson have requested 8 hours of time 
on the agenda. . . there will also be workshops de-
voted to some of the issues that deputies will be fac-
ing at GC.” 
 
The General Convention Office (and others) are 
making more and better use of Provinces to the 
greater benefit of the Church, just as the Diocese 
plans to re-kindle the Deanery structure and role to 
better serve Episcopalians across the state. 
 
Synod is June 11-13, 2009 in Minneapolis, MN. 

 

Winter Talk meets in January 
 

�  ore then 60 indigenous and non-native clergy 
serving in native settings gathered for the 20th 

annual Winter Talk Conference sponsored by the 
Episcopal Church on the Standing Rock Nation in 
North Dakota Jan. 19-21. 
 
Bishop Michael Smith of the hosting North Dakota 
diocese said that the event was “an important native 
Episcopal Church network of support, prayer, 
friendship and healing.” He noted that representa-
tives of 17 dioceses “spent several days praying, 
sharing, laughing, crying and learning from each 
other.” 
 
Workshops covered such topics as youth ministry, 
anti-racism, discernment for ordination, organizing 
provincial networks and grant writing. Conference-
goers also shared stories and learned traditional 
games from their hosts. 
 
Seating for most of those sessions was circular. “We 
are a circular people,” explained Donald Fox of the 
Indigenous Theological Training Institute, who pre-
sented anti-racism material. 
 
Smith explained that when Winter Talk was first 
held, the purpose was to “meet and talk about how 
they might incorporate various tribal traditions and 
spirituality with their Christian faith.” 
 
“Unlike other missionary movements in history, in-
digenous peoples of the US were forced to make a 
decision between commitment to Christ and their 
native cultures, even those parts that were clearly 
compatible with the Gospel.” He added that there is 
a “renaissance of sorts in a number of our young 
adults and youth who are proud of their Native tradi-
tions and also love Jesus.” 
 
First time attendee Priscilla Holokai from Hawaii 
said she enjoyed being able to share stories with 
other Native people. “We're not that much differ-
ent,” she observed. “And it was good to see others 
who are already serving” in ordained ministry. She 
is one of seven native Hawaiians currently in the or-
dination process in that diocese. 

(Continued on page 23) 
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The Bishop’s Cabin at Camp Remington 

Chapel of the Transfiguration 
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WinterTalk . . . 
 
(Continued from page 21) 
 

Reynelda James, a veteran attendee from Nevada, 
said she enjoyed visiting with old friends and was 
encouraged “by the participation of so many 
youth.” 
 
Smith is an enrolled member of the Potawatomi Na-
tion of Oklahoma. Bishop Carol Gallagher served 
as conference chaplain. She is a member of the 
Cherokee Nation. 
 
She had asked those attending to bring something 
representing their diocese and ministry to place on 
the conference altar. The items were placed on the 
altar at the start of the conference and remained 
there through the closing Eucharist. 
 
 

-- The Rev. Dick Snyder serves as vicar of the Utah  
region of the Episcopal Church in Navajoland. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UTO begins a new year 
 

�  s we begin this season of Lent, perhaps we 
can take some time for prayer and reflection. 

Despite our troubled economy, I hope all of us will 
consider the many reasons we have to continue our 
thankful giving to the United Thank Offering. 
 
It will soon be time to plan our spring Ingatherings. 
Please try and have your Ingathering on or around 
Ascension Day, May 21. Each congregation should 
have received a UTO packet last fall. These packets 
contain order forms and other useful information. 
 
The diocese is grateful for your support and efforts 
to “expand the circle of thankful people” and looks 
forward to meeting the new national goal of having 
at least $3 million to fund in 2009. 
 
Please mail your gifts to the Diocesan Office. 
 

                                - Sherry Van Doren 
                               Diocesan UTO Coordinator 

Moving? Please tell us… 

            Change               Contribution                  Cancellation               

 
Name………………………………………………………………..………………… 
 
NEW Address………………………………………………………………………… 
 
City, ST, Zip …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Effective Date ………………………………... 
 
Church we will attend after move ……………………………………………………. 
 
Mail to: 
    South Dakota ChurchNews 
    500 S. Main Avenue 
    Sioux Falls, SD 57104-6814 
 
CLIP TO INCLUDE CURRENT ADDRESS IMPRINTED ON OTHER SIDE 

Every copy of The 
South Dakota 
ChurchNews that has 
an incorrect address 
is returned to us with 
a 75¢ postage due 
charge. 
 
Please use this form 
to correct your ad-
dress or supply your 
new address BE-
FORE you move. 



 

March/April 2009                                                                                                                         South Dakota ChurchNews 

Page 24  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

South Dakota�� ����� � ��
�                                                                                                          Page 24                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

�  ames of nominees for our next Bishop, with 
additional information, will be included in the 

next issue of ChurchNews. In order to get this infor-
mation in your hands before the Walk-About, the 
deadline for submission has been pushed back to 
April 1.  
 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE – APRIL 1 

The Diocese of South Dakota           www.diocesesd.org              Deadline for next issue: April 1 

The Mission of the Diocese of South Dakota is to restore all people to unity  
with God and each other in Christ through the ministry of all. 
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The Episcopal Church in South Dakota is a sacred ci rcle gathered around  
Jesus in prayer, loving and serving God and our nei ghbor in Jesus’ name.  
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