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�  he United Thank Offering Board met 
at Corbet, Oregon in the middle of 

April for their annual granting session. They had 120 
requests totaling $5,741,594.73 and granted 69 
grants, either fully or partially, for $2,163,740.93. 
These included 40 Domestic, 19 Foreign and 10 
Companion Dioceses grants. 
 
The Diocese of South Dakota contributed $10,250 of 
prayerful gifts of thanksgiving to this grant pot and 
submitted two applications for UTO grants. 

The granting process starts when the Province Board 
Members get copies of the requests in February.  
Each grant is studied closely to make sure all the 
necessary information is included and they meet the 
criteria set forth for requests. Many contacts are 
made by phone or e-mail to get further clarification 
or information as needed. During the granting ses-
sion each province member presents the grants from 
her province and the members at large present the 
foreign requests. Since they get requests for much 
more money than they have to give, a great amount 
of time is spent trying to determine the most worthy 
and those who can use a partial grant.   
 
The Diocese of South Dakota was awarded two par-
tial grants.  
 
1.    St. John the Baptist near Pukwana on the Crow 

Creek Reservation is part of the Mni Sose Clus-
ter served by the Rev. Liz Powers. The congre-
gation wants to renovate and enlarge their 
church. Their dream includes replacing the foun-
dation under the church (over 100 years old), 
adding handicapped accessibility inside and out, 

replacing windows to improve energy effi-
ciency, replacing inside walls and outside siding, 
and updating insulation, lighting, and heating. 
They also want an addition to serve as a multi-
purpose activity area with indoor lavatory facili-
ties to replace the current outhouse.  

 
Goals: Energy efficient, handicapped acces-
sible space that is also a safe alternative for 
children. Meeting space to serve many needs 
of the community. Jobs for local contractors.   

 
Bishop Tarrant added his comments to the UTO 
application: “St. John’s…is located in one of the 
poorest areas of our nation. The church is out on 
the prairie and the spirit of God is so present in 
that place it is almost palatable. On Christmas 
Eve 2006, one of my first visits to that church, 
there were 84 people in a church that seats about 
40. About one half of those there were children. 
I knew then what the church’s mission should be 
in that place. Isolation, substance abuse, and de-
spair have led to a deadly combination that has 
caused suicide to be at epidemic proportion. The 
church needs to be the voice of hope. We have a 
unique opportunity, through strong support of 
lay and ordained leaders, to make a real differ-
ence in real lives. St. John’s is positioned to be 
the gathering point for both women and children 
to begin to experience the living hope of the 
Gospel. The gifted lay and ordained leaders are 
already on the ground there and are ready to be-
gin the work of living the kingdom of God 
through programs that the facility, once com-
pleted, will enable.” 

(Continued on page 3) 
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�  t. Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, “As 
God’s partners we beg you not to toss 

aside this marvelous message of God’s great 
kindness.” (2 Cor. 6:1) Almost three years ago 
the Diocese of South Dakota embraced a vision 
for ministry called “Partners with God.”  We 
continually hold this vision before us as we do 
the work of ministry around the Diocese. 
 
This year at our Diocesan Convention we are 
going to focus on “practicing lifelong faith for-
mation.” Being a follower of Jesus is not a goal 
or destination, but a process, a path, a way of life. When someone is bap-
tized we are not getting them “done,” but rather placing them on the road of 
a life long relationship with God through Jesus. Baptism is an initiation rite, 
the marking of the beginning of the faith journey. Confirmation is another 
marking of that same journey. 
 
As I have traveled around the diocese, I have heard over and over again the 
need and desire to have accessible resources to help support children, youth, 
and adults in their faith formation. At this year’s Annual Convention, work-
shops to develop church school material, youth programming, and resources 
for adult education opportunities will be offered.   
 
We hope to place the emphasis of Convention on providing instruments for 
ministry and deepening relationships, moving away from the emphasis of 
Convention as a legislative session. There are some canon changes, elec-
tions and budgetary matters we will need to address, but we feel our time 
can be best spent by engaging in activities that equip us to do ministry.  
 
We have shortened the length of Convention and centralized its location in 
order to make it more accessible by lowering the cost to individuals, congre-
gations and the Diocese. We still believe that this will give us the time to 
make our time together fruitful, but will be looking for your feedback.  
 
As I have said again and again, it is an exciting time to be a part of the Dio-
cese of South Dakota. We are faced with many challenges, but with these 
challenges come the opportunity to listen more deeply and trust more com-
pletely in God and God’s spirit which working in us can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
 
 
God’s peace be with you,   
   ��� �����  

Volume 63, Number 3 

The Rt. Rev. John Tarrant 
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UTO . . . 
 
(Continued from page 1) 

Estimates for the entire project amounted to over 
$150,000, with approximately $50,000 of it to 
come from a Centennial Challenge Fund loan 
and other fund raising. UTO granted St. John’s 
$30,000. 
 

2.    The second application was sent in conjunction 
with an overseas companion diocese that is part 
of the Anglican Communion. Rhonda Morse 
(Holy Apostles, Sioux Falls), one of the leading 
forces behind Moses Joknhial’s South Sudan 
Education Project, requested $52,000 to drill 
five water wells in the isolated community of 
Panyang, South Sudan.  

 
Panyang consists of three villages, including Pajut 
where Moses is building his school, totaling 
73,000 people. There are only 5 wells currently in 
this community so much of the water used for 
drinking, cooking, bathing, and livestock comes 
from ponds and rivers. During the dry seasons, 
people are forced to travel many hours on foot to 
find any source of drinking water, and that water is 
often unsafe. Access to safe drinking water is a ba-
sic need for survival and a human right as declared 
by the United Nations in 2002. Access to safe 
drinking water is included in seven of the Millen-
nium Goals. The addition of more water wells, giv-
ing easy access to safe water, is proven to decrease 
poverty, improve school attendance, promote gen-
der equality in education, decrease child mortality, 
reduce maternal mortality, and reduce the number 
of water-borne diseases. 
 
The Diocese of South Dakota has been involved in 
fund raising for the school in Pajut as well as for 
automated grinding mills, treadle sewing ma-
chines, and roofs for the three churches in the vil-
lage. The community of Watertown, SD previously 
raised enough money for one water well near the 
new school.  
 
Bishop Tarrant’s supporting comments included: 
“Within the diocese of South Dakota reside some 
of the poorest people in our country. . . One of the 
strategies of this Diocese is to empower people to 

embrace their own worth and gifts as children of 
God. The needs of the South Sudan projects that 
this Diocese has embraced have given opportunity 
for rich and poor alike to be partners in living a vi-
sion of the Kingdom of God that knows no bounds. 
For the poorest of our Diocese to reach out to oth-
ers in need in a land they will never see offers op-
portunity for their extreme generosity to flourish. 
Giving beyond one’s own needs is one of the most 
empowering acts of the human spirit.” 
 
This project received $13,000 – enough for one 
water well. 
 

Summer Seminary meets at TEC 
 

�  ummer Seminary 2010 is just a pleasant mem-
ory for the group attending at Thunderhead 

Episcopal Camp June 6-11. This year’s session was 
Christian Worship and Liturgy, Part II, which con-
tinued the interesting class begun in 2009. The Rev. 
Dr. Richard Legget, Associate Dean and Professor 
of Liturgical Studies at the Vancouver School of 
Theology, was the instructor. 

Combine the stimulating sessions and the clear 
mountain air with the good fellowship and food, and 
the mixture can’t be beat.  
 
Remember: Summer Seminary plus any and all of 
the Ministry Weekend sessions are open to any per-
son interested in theological education. See page 10 
or check the diocesan website (diocesesd.org) for 
further information. 

Around the Diocese 

Attendants at 2010 Summer Seminary.  
Photo taken by the Rev. Paul Sneve. 
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South Sudan Education update 
 

�  oses Joknhial (Holy Apostles in Sioux Falls) 
returned to South Sudan last December to 

oversee further construction of the first school in his 
native village of Pajut. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In addition to the 
school project, Moses 
oversaw the construc-
tion and sturdy roof-
ing of churches for the 
three denominations in 
his village: Episcopal, 
Presbyterian, and 
Catholic. The Diocese 
of South Dakota and 
the Diocese of Long 
Island have been very 
supportive of the Episcopal church construction.  
The Presbyterian and Catholic churches in the vil-
lage have also had wonderful support from the re-
spective denominations in South Dakota. All three 
churches held their first services on May 9, with 
great celebration. 
 
The worshippers in procession in the picture below 

are members of the Duk County 
choir. White is representative of 
peace to them.  
 
As time and the season allows, 
the Sudanese will construct the 
church walls. As it is, they can 
still hold services inside, pro-
tected from the rains.  
 

Their Episcopal Bishop came for the service cele-
brating the building of the church. This was the first 
time a bishop had ever visited their community. 

The dimensions of the new Episcopal Church are 69 
feet x 33 feet. 
 
 

Around the Diocese 

The school foundation just beginning—over a 
year ago. 

The school at present.  The exterior is completed. The 
inside is being finished and furnished.  Next on the list is 
fencing around the compound, latrines, school supplies, 
and wages for teachers. 

The young people of Pajut are delighted to have 
an actual school in their community. 
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In March of this year, Moses was joined in Pajut by 
Rhonda Morse (Holy Apostles), Ellie Keirnes (First 
Lutheran in Sioux Falls), and Myrna Stanley 
(Calvary Cathedral). A few weeks following their 
visit, Moses became critically ill with a very serious 
and life-threatening infection called necrotizing fas-
ciitis. Rhonda Morse facilitated his air evacuation 
from Pajut to the International Hospital in Kampala, 
Uganda. Thankfully, after many weeks and several 
surgeries, he was released from the hospital in Kam-
pala and returned to Sioux Falls on May 23 to com-
plete what will be a long recovery. 
 
Due to the fact that he will not be able to work and 
earn income during the summer months as he has 
done in the past, it will be difficult for Moses to af-
ford basic living expenses, inevitable medical-
related expenses, and school expenses at SDSU this 
year. Therefore, a fund has been established with the 
Diocese to give Moses financial support during his 
time of need. If you feel you can help Moses during 
his recovery, tax-deductible contributions may be 
sent to: 

Episcopal Diocese of South Dakota 
500 S. Main Ave, Sioux Falls,SD 57104 

 
Please include “Moses’ Recuperation Fund”  
in the memo line. 

 
With blessings  
and thanks, 
Myrna Stanley 
Calvary Cathedral  
 
 
 
 

Bishop visits Milbank 
 

�  he Rt. Rev. John Tarrant visited Christ Epis-
copal Church in Milbank Sunday May 2, 

2010. On his first visit to Christ Church since his 
consecration last October 2009, Bishop Tarrant pre-
sided at the confirmation of several new members. 
 
The church held a dinner Saturday evening in honor 
of the Bishop and the new confirmands, and services 
were held Sunday morning with a reception and 
brunch.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured L to R, confirmands Brian Schnaser, 
Bishop Tarrant, Jim Voeltz, Cheyenne Voeltz and 
Kim Voeltz. 

Bishop Tarrant is often on the road—
visiting congregations, attending 
meetings in the diocese and around the 
country as part of the larger church, 
and will even be on a well-deserved 
vacation for parts of July and August.  
 
While away from his office, he cannot 
always receive or respond to email on 
a timely basis. 
 
So if you really need to 
communicate with the 
bishop, and it is important that he gets 
the message quickly, call—or follow 
up the email with a phone call to the 
bishop’s cell phone (605-940-3016) or 
to the Diocesan Office (605-338-
9751). 

Around the Diocese 
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	�������	 has been appointed by the 
Presiding Bishop to the Standing Commission for 
Small Congregations.  
 
������	������	��	������	��	������	��	������	 of Lower Brule was ordained a 
deacon at Niobrara Convocation, June 19, 2010. 
 
 

Wagners honored at SDSU 
 

�  n May 6, 2010 South Dakota State University 
officially recognized the renaming of its 

Nursing, Family and Consumer Sciences, and Arts 
and Sciences building in honor of former president 
Robert T. Wagner and his late wife, Mary K. 
Wagner.  
 
The Robert T. and Mary K. Wagner Hall designa-
tion pays tribute to the Wagners for their years of 
service to the university and the state of South Da-
kota. Robert Wagner served as SDSU’s 17th presi-
dent from 1985 to 1997. Mary held a faculty posi-
tion in the sociology department and served in the 
South Dakota Legislature for 12 years prior to her 
death in 2004. 
 
Jake Krull, chair of the SDSU Foundation Board of 
Governors, led the effort to establish Wagner Hall. 
“The Wagners were difference-makers on this cam-
pus and in our state,” he said. 
 
The Very Rev. Dr. Robert Wagner is also an or-
dained priest in South Dakota, ordained a priest in 
1958 after earning a seminary degree at Seabury 
Western in Evanston, IL. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

My Dad the Priest . . . 
        Reflections by Lynne Greenwaldt 
 

�  t was sometime in the early 60’s that the Episco-
pal Church became my father’s church. It hap-

pened after my dad, Lyle Martin, became acquainted 
with the local priest, Fr. Darrell Stahl, shortly after 

we moved to Gregory in 1959. The entire Martin 
family started attending Church of the Incarnation 
after the church building was moved from the 
neighboring town of Dallas to its present location in 
Gregory, and all became official, confirmed Episco-
palians. 
 
From the time I was very young, I remember my fa-
ther helping others. He never stopped lending a hand. 
So, in reality, Dad started living his dream a long 
time ago. But it wasn’t until 1983, as my brother was 
dying of cancer, that Dad announced he would be 
pursuing his dream of going into the ministry in the 
next few years. Soon after Bob’s death, he began at-
tending EFM classes in Sturgis. Four years later, af-
ter becoming a deacon, he enrolled in seminary 
classes at the University of the Southwest in Austin, 
TX. In 1988 he was ordained a priest at the age of 62, 
and his next adventure began. 
 
My dad is a very sociable person and he quickly dis-
covered his new-found career opened up lots of op-
portunities. Instead of selling insurance or real estate, 
he sold the gospel – many times  in a very unique 
way. He’d head out to places where priest don’t usu-
ally go, like coffee shops and local gathering places 
and even bars, meeting new people where ever he’d 
go. I remember walking into the Legion Club with 
my dad, and being welcomed by the locals who in-
formed him he should have been there the night be-
fore to settle an argument about the bible. He even 
settled a fight or two at the halfway house he started 
in Winner. 
 
Many times he gave money out of his own pocket to 
those less fortunate souls who lived on the streets and 
food to the hungry and homeless. He invited strang-
ers into his house for dinner. He gave rides to the un-
known. He always threw in a pitch that Jesus was his 
friend and theirs, too. He discovered he could reach 
the unreachable. With a sparkle in his Irish eyes and 
always a joke to share, he’s touched many hearts 
along the way. 
 
As a priest, Fr. Martin has done countless baptisms, 
funerals, and weddings. Some of his most memorable 
events took place on the reservation. He has been 
blessed with a treasure chest full of many gifts and 
some of the most beautiful quilts ever created, in 
thanks for his service. But most of all, he is thankful 
for having met so many wonderful people. 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Around the Diocese 
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605-336-6243 (Cathedral number) 
605-366-8948 (Mary Jane) 
gibandmj@sio.midco.net 

 
JULY 
Supplies on Sale—must be ordered during July or August 

· Baptismal Certificates—only $12.00 per package (regularly $14.00 / 25)  
· Confirmation Certificates—only $16.00 per package (regularly $18.00 / 12 ) 
· Marriage Certificates—only $16.00 per package (regularly $18.00 / 25) 
· Book of Common Prayer, Pew Edition  

                           1 copy $19.00 * 
                         10 copies $15.00 * 
                         15 or more $12.50 *plus shipping costs 
 
SEPTEMBER 
2011: A Book of Grace-Filled Days, Margaret Silf 
     Page-a-day reflections and Scripture readings that foster spiritual calm as they give us glimpses of God’s abun-
dant grace. Filled with daily meditations and Scripture readings that follow the lectionary readings of the church 
year, this little book is a portal to God’s loving presence in our busy lives. It begins with the start of the church 
year in Advent 2010 and continues through the calendar year 2011. 
This 5” x 6” paperback retails for $11.95—orders during the month of September are $9.50 plus tax and shipping. 
 
OCTOBER 
     Two New Releases from Loyola Press this month offer ‘how-to’ guidance for personal spiritual growth. Take 
the next step in your walk of faith, whether it be discovering your spiritual purpose or developing your spiritual 
intuition. 

 
Heroic Living—Discover Your Purpose and Change the World, Chris Lowney  
     Most people have a sense that there is something bigger, something better, waiting for them out there, but they 
can’t quite put their finger on what it is. Author Chris Lowney is convinced that the answer lies in discovering 
and following your personal “mighty purpose.” 
     As a former Jesuit and a former investment banker, Lowney effectively merges astute business and spiritual 
wisdom in Heroic Living to provide each of us with the necessary tools for making long-term life changes that 
can guide us to an authentic, and deeply meaningful life.  Paperback, 240 pages, $14.95 
 
God’s Voice Within—The Ignatian Way to Discover God’s Will, Mark Thibodeaux, SJ 
     Many of us do not trust our own thoughts, feelings and desires when it comes to discerning God’s will. Instead 
we look outside ourselves to determine what God wants from us. Spiritual director, Mark Thibodeaux, shows us 
how to access our own spiritual intuition and helps us understand that the trustworthiest wisdom comes from God 
working through us. Fr Thibodeaux describes how the decisions we make in life are always undergirded by one of 
two spirits: the false spirit or the true spirit. He explains how to recognize each, how to respond to each, and how 
to move from the process of discerning spirits to making decisions. 
Paperback, 276 pages, $14.95 
 
Popular Backlist titles include: 
· Just as You Are, Paul Coutinho SJ, Paperback, 192 pages,  $18.95 
· The Ignatian Workout, Tim Muldoon, Paperback, 240 pages, $14.95 
· The Rosary, Liz Kelly, paperback, 192 pages, $11.95 
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Other Thunderhead Episcopal Camp 
Dates to Save 

 
Work Weekend             June 4-6               
       No cost - but let us know you are coming!��
Alumni Retreat               June 11-14       
       $100.00 - for all adults who were once  
       campers or/and staff 
Women's Retreat          July 23-25        
       $100.00 includes food, lodging,  
       and program supplies 
Men's Retreat                July 30-Aug. 1     
       $100.00 includes food, lodging,  
       and program supplies 
Sturgis Rally                  August 9-15      
       $30.00/person/night for cabins - includes 
       breakfast; available for individuals and  

                                                                                 groups 
  

Thunderhead Episcopal Center is available for retreats, family reunions, and other events.   
Contact Holly Huisken at 351-1328 or 584-2233 or thunderhead@dakotablue.net to inquire or to 
make reservations for any of the above events.   PO Box 890, Lead, SD 57754�

Summer Camp 2010 
 

5 & 6 Grade/Family Camp         
June 22-26 

 
Senior High Camp 

June 27-July 3 
 

Middle School/Confirmation Camp 
July 5-11 

������������  

������������  
 

 

 

Basic Training DVD 
Available 
 

�  hanks to a grant 
from the women of 

Niobrara Convocation as well as 
the support of TV Productions, the Dio-
cese of South Dakota can now offer a DVD 
training series for youth ministry in any commu-
nity!  
 
Deacon Terry Star, of Standing Rock, ND/ Execu-
tive Council of the Episcopal Church has contributed 
his gifts and wisdom from running a very successful 
youth program. Deacon Star walks us through Incar-
national Youth Ministry, a philosophy of ministry 
that insists we get involved with our communities 
and with our youth before we ask them to be part of 
our church.  
 
The training is set up in three sessions, each with a 
10 minute talking time followed by questions and 
exercises for group discussion and development. Our 
Bishop offers some counsel too!  
 

This resource is available to any community 
in the Diocese at no charge. Look for them 
at Convocation, Convention, or call the Di-
ocesan Office to request one! And soon, it 

may be available on our website! 
 
 

 

Youth Camps  
Shaping Up! 

 

�  his year's camping program at Thunderhead 
Camp will build on the excitement from last 

summer. Again we will have a wonderful slate of 
counselors and staff. Say Hello to Sloane Floberg 
from North Dakota, offering her many years of 
youth ministry wisdom. Tom Lutes (St. Andrew's 
Rapid City) will act as Counselor Captain. Returning 
Counselors include Simone Cournoyer, Brittany 
Salisbury, and Carolyn Taratko . Also Bryan Mul-
ler and Jimmy Bloomquist. Say Hello to new coun-
selors Tyson White (Spearfish and Eagle Butte,) 
Ross Miller (Calvary Cathedral), and Leah Miller 
(UCC Vermillion.)  
 

Youth/TEC  
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Camp will feature wisdom from Dottie LeBeau on 
Respecting the Dignity of Every Human Being, a 
Lakota dance workshop by Denise One Star, a 
rock concert by Paradise Fears, storytelling from 
the Bishop and Mother Kathy Monson-Lutes,  
liturgical exploration from Dean Ward Simpson, 
and fun and games with Fathers Rob Schwarz and 
Ryan Hall.  
 

������
 
All of this plus hikes up Bear Butte, trips to 
Roughlock Falls, dances DJed by Tim Murphy 
and much much more! 
 
And already, before camp even begins, we have 
almost twice as many preregistrations as last year! 
It's not too late to sign up for Middle School camp, 
but HURRY! 
 
 

Youth Filming at Convocation 
 

�  hanks to a gift from Sarah Eagleheart and 
the National Office for Native Ministry, our 

youth have access to several video cameras this 
summer. Youth were seen filming the events at 
Niobrara Convocation. This is a chance for our 
young people to show us what they see as well as a 
way to engage them in the happenings of the his-
toric Convocation. Stay tuned for some footage at 
Convention! 
 

Godly Play and Rock Music for 
Youth Convention 
 

�  his year, we have designed the Youth Con-
vention to flow out of Diocesan Convention. 

(September 10-12.) There will be activities for 
youth as part of Diocesan Convention (including 
fun with the Budget on Friday night!) and then 
Youth convention will commence with a Godly 
Play craft workshop on Saturday midday. Saturday 
night we'll enjoy a concert from rock band Paradise 
Fears, spend the night at Trinity, Pierre, and have 
church and breakfast in the morning before heading 
home on Sunday.  
 

Parents of College Students— 
 

�  et the local clergy know that your child will 
be in their community during the school year.  

 
If you need help with church names and addresses, 
contact the Diocesan Office. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Diocese to get updated website 
 

�  hanks to TJ Bozied, the diocesan website is 
getting a much-needed overhaul and update.  

 
We were in the final stages of design and starting 
de-bugging as this issue of ChurchNews went to 
print, so we don’t have a definite launch date yet. 
Be sure to check the site periodically to catch the 
enhancements. The domain name remains the same: 
diocesesd.org 
 
Our goal is to make the information on the current 
website more easily accessible—making the entire 
site more easily navigable. There will also be addi-
tional materials, the capability of doing on-line reg-
istration and submission of other forms, a “breaking 
news” feature, and more. 
 
Feedback is always appreciated. When the revised 
site is up and running, send comments to  

office.diocese@midconetwork.com 
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Registrar:      Pat Woolley 
                       590 W. 9th 
                       Winner, SD 57580-2406  
                       605-842-2033 
                       dsdnsm@me.com    
 

Questions?     The Rev. Paul Sneve 
           St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church    
           P.O. Box 1606                                   

                        Rapid City, SD  57701-1606   
           605-381-2018 
           paul1@rushmore.com 

Niobrara School for Ministry 
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Changes for this year: 
· Date & Place (see above) 

· Clergy Conference begins Friday at noon 

� Lunch by Host Deaneries 
� At Trinity Church, Pierre 
� Just Friday afternoon 

· Registration fee is only $50 

· One night lodging  

� Lodging is $77.99 + tax at the Ramkota if re-
served by August 10. Call: 605-224-6877 and 
say you are with the Diocese of South Dakota 
(The 800 # will not be able to give the block 
rate.) 

� Other lodging options: 

 
 

 If you haven’t already done so, please notify 
the diocesan office ASAP of the names and 
addresses of convention delegates and  
alternates—and let the office know if there 
are any changes in your delegation in the 
months or weeks before the convention.  

Diocesan Convention  

��������	����������	
 

��
������	������	����	
�������	 ���!	"	���#������	������	

$������	��	

AmericInn Hotel,  
Ft. Pierre 

223-2358  
800-634-3444 (nat’l) 

Budget Host/State Motel 224-5896  
800-283-4678 (nat’l) 

Capitol Inn 224-6387 
800-658-3055 

Comfort Inn 224-0377 
800-424-6423 (nat’l) 

Days Inn 224-0411 
800-329-7466 

Ft. Pierre Motel 223-3111 
800-286-0895 

Governor’s Inn 224-4200 

Holiday Inn Express,  
Ft. Pierre 

223-9045 
800-315-2621 (nat’l) 

%���!�	%���!�	%���!�	%���!�	 				

Kings Inn 224-5951 
800-232-1112 

Pierre Inn 224-5981 
888-315-2378 

River Lodge 224-4140 
866-457-0088 

Super 8 Motel 224-1617 
800-800-8000 (nat’l) 

State Parks  

    Cow Creek 223-7722 

    Farm Island 800-710-2267 

    Oahe Downstream 800-710-2267 

    Okobojo Point www.sdgfp.info 

    West Bend 800-710-2267 

���
&��'���	���
&��'���	���
&��'���	���
&��'���	 				

City of Pierre  

    Griffin Park 773-7407 

City of Ft. Pierre  

    Fischer’s Lilly Bad River, Ft. Pierre 

Private  

    Chantier Creek 567-3352 

    Cow Pasture 224-9139 

    Pike Haven 264-5465 

    Sunset Lodge 264-5480 
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                  Deadline for Resolution &    
               Nomination submissions is   
               August 25. 

Diocesan Convention  

An opportunity to prepare for upcoming convention business 
Delegates and interested others are urged to attend.  

Central, Northwest, 
Rosebud, & Pine 
Ridge Deaneries 

 
Sat. Aug 14, 1pm 

Christ Church, 
Chamberlain 

209 S. Main 
 

Eastern  
& Northeastern 

Deaneries 
(separate meetings at 3:00 pm) 
Sun. Aug 15, 4pm 

St. Paul’s, Brookings 
726 Sixth Street 

692-2617 
 

Black Hills  
Deanery 

 
Sun. Aug 29, 2pm 

Location TBA 
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FRIDAY, September 10 
 
11:30—3pm    ECW Lunch & Meeting   
12:00 noon      Clergy lunch @ Trinity 
12:30—4:30   Clergy Conference @ Trinity 
 
3-7 pm     Registration and Credentialing, lobby 
4-6 pm     Various Meetings           
 
5-7 pm     Opening Reception  
                SC/COM Reception for those in process 
 
7:00 pm      Plenary Session I, Initial Business 
7:45 pm      Workshop I 

            SATURDAY, September 11 
 
8-10 am      Registration  
8:30 am      Plenary Session II 
                       Elections, Resolutions 
10:00 am     Workshop II            
 
11:00 am    Convention Eucharist 
12:30 pm     Lunch buffet 
 
1:45 pm      Workshop III 
3:00 pm      Plenary Session III, Final business 

���������	���
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�������������
������������	���
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������������	���
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������
�������������
���� ���
September 10-11 ��� �  Ramkota Hotel, Pierre 

 

Preliminary Convention Schedule 
Partnering With God:  

Practicing Lifelong Faith Formation 
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Nomination Form 
2010 Annual Diocesan Convention           
 
DEADLINE: August 25 (return the form by August 10 to be included in ChurchNews) 

Diocesan Office 
500 S. Main Avenue 

Sioux Falls, SD 57104-6814 
Please fill in all areas 
Print Name of Nominee: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________ 
 
Telephone:   (Day) _________________________  (Eve or Cell) _________________________ 
 
Congregation/City: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Nominated by: ___________________________________________________________ 

(Signature) 
 
____Yes, I accept this nomination: __________________________________________________ 

(Signature) 
I nominate this person for: 
 
        ___ Secretary of Convention 
                ___ 1 Person to fill 3 year term  (term expires 2013) 
     
        ___ Treasurer 
                ___ 1 Person to fill 3 year term  (term expires 2013) 
 
        ___ Standing Committee  

   ___ 1 Presbyter (Priest) to fill 4 year term (term expires 2014) 
   ___ 1 Lay person to fill 4 year term (term expires 2014) 
   ___  1 Lay person to fill 1 year unexpired term (term expires 2011) 

 
___ Province VI Deputy 

   ___ 1 Clergy (presbyter or deacon) to fill 2 year term (term expires 2012) 
   ___ 1 Clergy (presbyter or deacon) to fill 3 year term (term expires 2013) 
   ___ 1 Lay person to fill 1 year term (term expires 2011) 
   ___ 1 Lay person to fill 2 year term (term expires 2012) 
   ___ 1 Lay person to fill 3 year term (term expires 2013) 
 

___ Trial Court  
   ___ 1 Presbyter (Priest) for 5 year term (term expires 2015) 
   ___ 1 Lay Person for 1 year term (term expires 2011) 

 
___General Convention Deputies for 2010 General Convention in Indianapolis, IN 
        ____ Clergy Deputy (3 or 4 plus Alternates) 
        ____ Lay Deputy (3 or 4 plus Alternates) 

Diocesan Convention  

    Please send the candidate’s 
brief biographical information 

and a recent photo.  
Background information 

should include information 
that demonstrates the skills,  
experience and commitment 
the nominee would bring to 

this position. 
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Position Descriptions 
Standing Committee 

   ___ 1 Presbyter (Priest) to fill 4 year term (term expires 2014) 
   ___ 1 Lay person to fill 4 year term (term expires 2014) 
   ___ 1 Lay person to fill 1 year unexpired term (term expires 2011) 
 

With a Bishop in charge of the Diocese, the Standing Committee shall be the Bishop’s Council of Advice. 
When the Diocese is without a Bishop…the Standing Committee of the diocese shall be the Ecclesiastical 
Authority as provided by the General Convention Constitution and Canons. The Standing Committee also 
plays a part in the ordination process. The Standing Committee consists of eight members, and election shall 
be made by the diocesan convention for a term of four years. Members are entitled to election for two terms. 
The Standing Committee meets 3-4 times a year, or as needed. A member of Standing Committee is a voting 
delegate to Annual Convention. 
 
Province VI Deputy 

   ___ 1 Clergy (presbyter or deacon) to fill 2 year term (term expires 2012) 
   ___ 1 Clergy (presbyter or deacon) to fill 3 year term (term expires 2013) 
   ___ 1 Lay person to fill 1 year term (term expires 2011) 
   ___ 1 Lay person to fill 2 year term (term expires 2012) 
   ___ 1 Lay person to fill 3 year term (term expires 2013) 

 
Each Province has a Synod which meets regularly (generally yearly around the Province) for the purpose of 
organizing and carrying out the responsibilities of the Province. The Provincial Synod can enact ordinances 
for its own regulation, elect judges of the Provincial Court of Review, perform such duties as may be com-
mitted to it by the General Convention, and deal with other matters within the Province, as directed and lim-
ited by Canon. Annual Diocesan Convention elects one clerical and one lay deputy and alternates to the Pro-
vincial Synod for a term of 3 years.  
 
Trial Court 

   ___ 1 Presbyter (Priest) for 5 year term (term expires 2015) 
   ___ 1 Lay Person for 1 year term (term expires 2011) 

Trial Court is an elected body consisting of five members (3 presbyters and 2 lay persons) for terms of five 
years for the trial of any priest or deacon subject to its jurisdiction. The Trial Court shall be governed by the 
Rules of Procedure set forth in Appendix A to the General Convention Title IV and by Federal Rules of Evi-
dence.  
 
Secretary of Convention 
The Secretary is an Officer of Convention elected to serve a 3-year term. The Secretary shall record proceed-
ings of Diocesan Convention. Other prescribed duties include attending public acts of the diocese, preparing 
the Diocesan Journal, and preserving records. Appointed assistants carry out many of these duties. 
 
Treasurer 
The Treasurer is an Officer of Convention elected to serve a 3-year term. The Treasurer has custody of all 
funds of the Diocese and the Chapter of Calvary Cathedral, with deposit, investment, and disbursement di-
rected by Diocesan Council or the Chapter.  
 
2012 General Convention Deputy 
Deputies attend General Convention, communicate the actions and positions established to the diocese, and 
see that the appropriate bodies carry out those actions as directed. 

Diocesan Convention  
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CENTENNIAL CHALLENGE FUND 
2009 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
No loan applications were received in 2009.  
 
As of December 31, 2009, six loans were being re-
paid, with interest rates that ranged between 3.0% 
and 8.25%. Loan balances to be repaid total 
$153,121.90. 
 
Other assets in the Centennial Challenge Fund are 
invested in cash and Frank Russell Lifepoints 
Growth Strategy Fund – Class A. The market value 
of these investments was $305,499.82. 
 
 

THE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY 
Report to 2010 Convention 

 
The Commission on Ministry (COM) of the Dio-
cese of South Dakota is an appointed body which 
serves under the direction of the Bishop. The mem-
bers are both ordained and lay ministers from the 
Diocese. The COM is charged canonically to assist 
the Bishop with recruitment, training, and manage-
ment of the process of preparation for lay and or-
dained ministry. 
 
COM MEMBERS 
 
The Rev. Evelyn Weaver, Chair 
The Rev. Paul Sneve, Vice Chair 
Deacon Virginia Bird 
Ginny Slechta 
Dottie LeBeau 
Barbee Hovelson 
The Rev. Judy Flagstad 
The Rev. Dr. Vern Raschke 
The Rev. Rita Powell 
 
COM ACTIVITIES 
 
A.  The Commission met at Trinity Church, Pierre 
on September 18-19, 2009. We began on Friday 
with Daily Devotions for noon. Our business ses-
sion included minutes of the last meeting and re-
ports from the COM members. All those individu-
als who are in the process in the diocese were lifted 
up in prayer and their current ministries were re-
viewed. Each individual has an advocate on the 

Commission, and the advocates also gave an up-
date. 
 
We welcomed several individuals who came to 
meet with the COM and visit about their ministry. 
Other items of business that were brought before 
the Commission were discussed and acted upon. 
 
After Morning Prayer on Saturday, the COM was 
honored to meet with Father Tarrant. Each COM 
member shared with him what they thought the 
Commission was doing well or what needed some 
improvement. All the members had very worth-
while comments and a good discussion was held 
with Father Tarrant. John then spoke to the Com-
mission and shared his thoughts on the role of the 
COM. Everyone enjoyed the discussion, the fellow-
ship and the ideas on how to help individuals dis-
cern their gifts, whether that be gifts for lay minis-
try or for ordained ministry. 
 
B.  The COM took part in the Mega Meeting held at 
Trinity Church in Pierre on January 15-16, 2010. 
An outline of the existing process for ordination in 
the Diocese of South Dakota was presented and 
then time was allocated for questions and reflec-
tions. The Mega Meeting was well attended and 
much was accomplished. We identified concerns 
and appointed individuals to look into the existing 
Ministry Handbook and make changes where nec-
essary. 
 
C.  The COM met April 9-10, 2010, again at Trinity 
Church in Pierre. We are so grateful for the wel-
coming and the hospitality we always receive there. 
hospitality is truly one of the gifts that community 
offers our Diocese! Thank you, Trinity!! 
 
We opened with Noon Day Prayers on Friday, and 
were very honored again to have with us Bishop 
John Tarrant. We had a discussion on the interview 
process and a reminder that it is not our agenda we 
are seeking, but God’s. During discussion and dis-
cernment with an individual, we “get out of the 
way” and listen for God’s call. 
 
We had the privilege of visiting with several people 
who are discerning their call to ministry. Praise God 
for all of them!! 
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After supper, on Friday evening, the Commission 
held their Business Session. We discussed the recep-
tions that the COM and Standing Committee have 
hosted at Niobrara Convocation and Diocesan Con-
vention. We look forward to both receptions as a 
way to connect with individuals discerning ministry 
and answer any questions. We look forward to host-
ing both of those again this year! 
 
We acted on other business matters and had the 
privilege of appointing the Board of Examining 
Chaplains. The following individuals agreed to use 
their ministries and serve the Diocese on this Board: 
Deacon Virginia Bird, The Rev. Canon David 
Hussey, The Rev. Rita Powell, The Very Rev. Ward 
Simpson, The Rev. Paul Sneve, Mary Armin, and 
Dottie LeBeau. We thank them for giving of their 
time and talent to serve the Diocese as Examining 
Chaplains. 
 
On Saturday we visited with more individuals con-
cerning their call to ministry. We also answered 
questions with regard to how the COM could assist 
individuals in the process. We want to be available 
also to assist those who are serving as mentors. It 
was a very busy - very good - meeting. We ad-
journed around noon. 
 

We would like to remind everyone about the 
article “Footsteps in Faith” that is written by lay per-
sons for the South Dakota ChurchNews. We have 
enjoyed reading letters from lay persons from all 
around the Diocese who have shared their faith walk 
with us. Thanks to all of you who have submitted 
your stories and we look forward to reading others. 
Please submit your letters to Mary Armin and she 
will see that they get into the ChurchNews. The 
COM would like to lift up all the ministry that is 
done by lay people in the Diocese of South Dakota, 
and we would very much like to hear your stories. 
Again, thank you! 
 
The prayers of the Commission on Ministry are al-
ways with those who are presently in the processor 
discerning their ministry. 
 
Our prayers are also with the Diocese of South Da-
kota and Bishop John Tarrant and his family. The 
Commission is available to assist Bishop John with 
recruitment, training, and management of the proc-

ess of preparation for lay and ordained ministry. 
 
If anyone has questions about the work of the COM 
or would like to visit about ministry, please give one 
of the members a call. We would welcome hearing 
from you and together we will answer your ques-
tions and your concerns. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Evelyn Weaver 
Chair of the Commission on Ministry 

 
 

THE CHURCH PERIODICAL CLUB 
Report to 2010 Diocesan Convention 

 
THE CHURCH PERIODICAL CLUB started out at 
the Church of the Holy Communion in New York 
City. Mary Ann Drake Fargo and a small group of 
women began sending bundles of church periodicals, 
prayer books and Bibles via the Wells Fargo Stage 
Coach Line to missionaries in the Dakotas, the then 
far west. 
 
CPC is an independent affiliated organization of the 
Episcopal Church. CPC depends entirely on contri-
butions to carry out its unique ministry. Your contri-
bution is worth more than words. There is an unend-
ing list of mission projects: juvenile facilities, hospi-
tals, libraries, schools, seminarians, prisons, alcohol/
drug abuse centers, retirement homes, seafarers’ in-
stitutes and companion dioceses to name few. 
 
CPC has spread into a network throughout the Epis-
copal Church. Like the Church, CPC functions at all 
levels: parish, diocesan, provincial and national. 
Through the national granting program, grants are 
allocated worldwide based on contributions avail-
able in two funds. Applications for these grants are 
processed through the CPC office at the Episcopal 
Church Center in New York City. 
 
The National Book Fund is the first national grant-
ing fund of the Church Periodical Club. This fund 
has helped meet religious and secular needs by pro-
viding printed and audiovisual materials to individu-
als, churches and organizations affiliated with the 
Anglican Communion. 
 
The Miles of Pennies fund became the second na-
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tional granting fund of the Church Periodical Club. 
This separate fund is for children only, pre-school to 
grade 12. In addition to providing printed or taped 
books and related materials, Miles of Pennies gives 
grants for the shipping costs of recycled children’s 
books. 
 
Help support the National Books Fund and Miles of 
Pennies through the Church Periodical Club in your 
congregation, diocese, or province. 
 
I want to thank all the congregations that have con-
tributed to this Fund during the year. Your support is 
greatly appreciated, and please remember: every 
cent counts towards a book for someone. 

Deacon Judy Graves 
Diocesan CPC Coordinator 

 

 
 

Summary of Diocesan Council actions  
since 2009 Journal 

 
August 8, 2009 
Pierre, South Dakota 
 
Motions Approved/Actions Taken 

1.   Set 2009 Convention fees at $60. 
2.   Requested TEC Board to begin a visioning 

project on the future of TEC, define a mis-
sion, request information on water, border-
ing properties, etc., and provide Council 
their view on if there is excess property at 
TEC or not. 

3.    Approval of Chancellor to generate a gener-
alized resolution to provide private or public 
entities which ask for proof that he is au-
thorized by the Diocese to authorize leases 
and easements on church property. 

4.    Approved 2010 working budgets. 
 
Reports Received 

1.    2008 reports of the Audit of the records of 
the Diocese, the SD Episcopal Foundation, 
and the Chapter of Calvary Cathedral 

2.    Withdrawal of application by All Saints, 
Herrick to the Historical Society for inclu-
sion on the National Register of Historic 
Sites. 

3.    Report on Youth events at Convocation, 
Summer Camp, and the upcoming Youth 
Convention. 

4.    Deployment report of one new clergy hire 
and the status of the Cathedral and Yankton 
Mission searches. 

5.    Chancellor report on the status of transfer of 
title deeds of the closed Pine Ridge church 
properties to the tribe. 

 
November 23, 2009 
Conference Call 
 
Motions Approved/Actions Taken 

1.    Approved a retirement gift to Bishop 
Robertson of the title of the car he has been 
driving, his office computer, his desk (or the 
equivalent), and $10,000 effective on the 
date of his retirement. 

2.    Bishop Tarrant’s name was added to the list 
of authorized check signers. 

3.    Gave permission for All Saints, Herrick, to 
apply for a grant for new wiring. 

4.    A request to place memorial markers at TEC 
was referred to the TEC Board to review 
and to set policy for such gifts. 

5.    Approved moving Diocesan Convention to 
the week after Labor Day and back to Pierre 
for 2010. 

 

Church Periodical Fund
December 31, 2009

January 1, 2009 Beginning Balance 1607.41

Miles of Pennies 712.54
Reservation Church Sunday School 200.00
National Book Fund 694.87
    Total  1607.41

Income:
National Book Fund 615.36
Miles of Pennies 129.92
    Total Income 745.28

Expenses:
CPC 1,043.90
Miles for Pennies Fund 200
Popstage 15.87
Convention Expenses 10
    Total Expenses 1269.77

December 31, 2009 1082.92
Miles of Pennies 492.46
Reservation Church Sunday School 350.00
National Book Fund 240.46
    Total 1082.92
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January 16, 2010 
Pierre, South Dakota 
 
Reports Received 

1.   Several tabled or unfinished items from pre-
vious Council meetings were reviewed. 

 
March 6, 2010 
Pierre, South Dakota 
 
Motions Approved/Actions Taken 

1.   Financial reports (year end 2009 and 2010 
adjusted budgets) were approved. 

2.   Set 2010 convention fees at $50. 
3.   Approved revision of Diocesan Policy 14: 

Requests for Permission of Divorced Per-
sons to Remarry. 

 
Reports Received 

1.   Report of Youth activities at Convocation, 
Summer Camp, and a Youth Convention 
which will overlap Diocesan Convention in 
September. The diocese is also applying for 
a $100,000 matching fund grant to place 2 
full time youth ministers on the Standing 
Rock and Cheyenne River missions to de-
velop a prototype for youth ministry in the 
entire diocese.  

2.   Deployment officer reported 4 openings in 
various stages around the diocese. 

3.   TEC Board reported that TEC’s 501(c)(3) 
application is nearing completion. 

 
 
 

2010 Ecumenical Officer’s  
Report to Convention  

 
Ecumenical relations comprises activity on the na-
tional, state and local levels. An annual event is the 
National Conference on Christian Unity, which was 
held this year in Tampa, Florida. Mrs. Marjorie 
Gross attended. Our Presiding Bishop preached at 
the opening service. The presence of the Episcopal 
Church is always very evident at these national gath-
ering, as our Diocesan Ecumenical Officers always 
have their annual meeting as part of the event. A de-
tailed report on this event, including the text of some 
of the speakers, is available through the website 
www.nwcu.org. 

 
On the state level, Mrs. Gross and I continue to 
serve on the Board of the Association of Christian 
Churches of South Dakota. The Board meets quar-
terly around the state, and in this way reaches out 
beyond the Sioux Falls area where the office is lo-
cated. Rev. Gene Miller, retired Conference Minister 
of the SD United Church of Christ, continues to 
serve as the part time Executive Director. The Dio-
cese assists this organization through an annual line 
item in the Diocesan budget. The reserve funds of 
the organization are invested with our Diocesan en-
dowment, and Randy Barnhardt reviews the finances 
of the organization on a regular basis. In regard to 
program, this organization supports a state Advo-
cacy project in conjunction with Bread for the 
World, a mentoring prison ministry, the Greater Da-
kota News service, and other special programs in 
emergency situations. In February 2010, the Asso-
ciation hosted an ecumenical Pastor’s Conference 
with some of our clergy in attendance.  
 
On the local level, almost all of our congregations 
are involved in local church/ministerial associations, 
and support ecumenical social justice ministries such 
as food pantries, soup kitchens, and thrift stores. 
Most of our congregations participate in joint wor-
ship services in conjunction with community events, 
Holy Week, Thanksgiving, and Christmas services. 
As important as the institutional expression of ecu-
menism is on the national and state level, I believe 
this is the real center of where Christians work to-
gether for unity in worship of and witness to Jesus 
Christ, as well as for social justice in society at 
large. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
The Very Rev. John H. Spruhan, Ecumenical Officer 
 
 

Episcopal Church Women 
Scholarship Committee 

2010 Report   
 
The ECW scholarship committee has awarded three 
$500.00 scholarships to the following outstanding 
women in the Diocese of South Dakota: Kaycee 
Rae Michael of Yankton,  Amber Brant  of Rapid 
City, and Meredith Kills in Water  of Rosebud Res-
ervation.  
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Kaycee Rae Michael has been an active member of 
Christ Episcopal Church in Yankton for many years 
participating in the choir, youth group, Acolyte, and 
as director for Christmas Pageant. She  has com-
pleted her first year at Augustana College,  studying 
towards a degree in communications disorders and 
Spanish. She states in her application, “Every class 
I have taken thus far has enriched my mind and has 
given me a more mature perspective of the world 
around me.” 
 
Amber Brant  has a variety of community based 
interests beyond the walls of St. Andrew’s in Rapid 
City. She not only has been a care giver for the 
nursery, helped with Sunday School and youth 
group activities, but has volunteered at the Humane 
Society and Habitat for Humanity. She is a re-
spected member of the Vestry as the youth repre-
sentative. It is not surprising that she is not sure if 
she wants to pursue a degree in counseling, or de-
velopmental, behavioral, or social psychology at 
Northern State University in Aberdeen. I believe 
she has the skills and determination to accomplish 
whatever field she makes as her goal. She writes, “I 
am excited to have such a bright path ahead of me. 
Not only will I be striving for the finish line, but I 
already recognize that college will be an amazing 
journey and will have a great impact on my life.” 
 
Meredith Kills in Water  is an active member of 
Holy Innocents’ Church in Parmelee. She is a 
trained Lay Reader, and is a valued assistant to Rev. 
Spruhan with services, wakes, and funerals there. 
Meredith is Junior at Sinte Gleska University on the 
Rosebud Sioux  Reservation. She is a single mother 
of three who strongly believes that the Lakota lan-
guage should be taught to future generations. She 
writes, “I feel it needs to be taught to these young 
students who might not have anyone at home who 
is a speaker.”  She is a woman of many skills and 
has learned how to juggle work, family and studies 
in order to reach her goal.  
 
The scholarship committee would like to thank the 
ECW at Christ Episcopal Church in Chamberlain 
(Sondra Zingler, President) for their donation of 
$500.00 to our scholarship fund. That donation 
gave us the needed funds to offer a third scholarship 
this year. God truly works in mysterious ways!  

 
Members of the scholarship committee are:  
·   Sandra Magnavito, Chair, St. Andrew’s, R.C. 
·   Vaudeth Oberlander, Secretary, St. Andrew’s, 
RC 
·   Dr. Karen Whitehead, Emmanuel, R.C. 
·   Lois Moose, Advisor, St. Andrew’s, R.C. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sandra L. Magnavito, M.Ed. 
Chair 
 
 

United Thank Offering 
Report to 2010 Convention 

 
The United Thank Offering has been in existence 
more than 120 years, and that statement alone says 
something about the effectiveness of prayers and 
thanksgiving. 
 
This year the national UTO Board voted to award 
69 grants, totaling over two million dollars. Unfor-
tunately, there are many more dollars requested 
than there are funds to distribute. How can we help? 
 
Because of your generous gifts our diocese did very 
well last year (contributing $10,250). It would be 
wonderful to do even more in 2010. These are diffi-
cult times (disasters, economy). However, being 
thankful is beneficial to ourselves and others. 
 
If your congregation has been successful with UTO 
giving, it would be great if you could share your 
ideas with others. 
 
I will be at Diocesan Convention and hope to see 
many of you. Remember our mission: Expand the 
Circle of Thankful People. 
 

Sharon VanDoren 
Diocesan UTO Coordinator 
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A few final words about  
Annual Convention 
 
A. Pre-Registration forms and other perti-

nent information will be mailed soon to 
Delegates and Alternates whose names 
have been reported to the Diocesan Of-
fice. If you think you are a delegate and 
have not received any materials by the 
end of July, please contact the Diocesan 
Office immediately. 

B. In the continued effort to cut down on 
paper used during the Convention, we 

tried something new last year, which is 
actually a return to the past. Everyone 
attending Diocesan Convention in Sep-
tember is asked to bring a Book of Com-
mon Prayer, a Hymnal 1982, and a Da-
kota Hymnal. You might have your own 
copies, or borrow them from your church 
for the weekend. Dakota Hymnals will be 
on sale for $15. Or share with a neighbor. 
Please pass this word around your dele-
gation so no one is left short. 

C. With the return to the Ramkota in Pierre, 
we will be able to bring in our own cook-
ies for snacks. That is always a treat. 
Thanks this year go to the Central and 
Northwest Deaneries who are hosting the 
convention. 

D. The shortened schedule in 2010 means 
one less night of lodging and no time for 
our traditional, lovely banquet. It is our 
sincere hope that sufficient time remains 
for the fellowship we cherish at such 
gatherings. On the up side, not having a 
banquet means that registration fees can 
be lowered—this year to $50. 

E. The shortened schedule also means that 
there is insufficient time during conven-
tion to receive and process last minute 
nominations and resolutions. So 
PLEASE submit these to the Diocesan 
Office by August 25. 

F. The Workshops to be offered during 
Convention time will center around the 
theme of “Practicing Lifelong Faith For-
mation.” There will be instruction and 
hands-on training for the Godly Play cur-
riculum—a versatile and flexible Church 
School curriculum that almost any con-
gregation can use. There will be similar 
ideas for groups of all ages. Details com-
ing soon! 

G. As always, when something new is tried 
or things change, we appreciate every-
one’s tolerance, forbearance, understand-
ing, and feedback.  

 

 

# Church Name City 2009 2009 2009
SPRING FALL TOTAL

2 St. James' Belle Fourche  124.29          124.29          
3 St. Paul's Brookings 392.39         180.20          572.59          
4 St. John's Deadwood 88.33           455.98          544.31          
5 Grace Church Huron 234.80         198.80          433.60          
6 Christ Church Lead 93.00           206.48          299.48          
8 St. James' Mobridge  199.20          199.20          

10 Emmanuel Rapid City 858.53         1,717.38       2,575.91       
11 St. Andrew's Rapid City 641.21          641.21          
12 Calvary Cathedral Sioux Falls 10.00           1,692.34       1,702.34       
16 Trinity Watertown 67.45           121.51          188.96          
17 Trinity Winner 37.06           286.11          323.17          
18 Christ Church Yankton  625.10          625.10          
23 St. Peter's Ft. Pierre 58.83            58.83            
26 St. Luke's Hot Springs 77.56           127.66          205.22          
29 Grace Church Madison 175.28         226.09          401.37          
30 St. Katharine's Martin 89.00            89.00            
31 Christ Church Milbank 86.00           123.11          209.11          
35 St. Paul's Vermillion  100.22          100.22          
36 St. Mary's Webster  76.89            76.89            
49 Christ Church Ft. Thompson 75.00            75.00            
51 Holy Comforter Lower Brule 65.24           84.95            150.19          
74 Church of Jesus Rosebud 55.30           34.12            89.42            

Sisseton Mission 94.27            94.27            
87 St. James' Enemy Swim  122.05          122.05          
91 St. Elizabeth's Wakpala 150.00         150.00          

TEC 7.02             7.02             
Diocesan Convention 150.81          150.81          
Individual Donations 25.00            25.00            
TOTALS 2,733.04      7,501.52       10,234.56     

2003 Totals 7,039.60       
2004 Totals 11,851.24     
2005 Totals 9,825.74       
2006 Totals 7,358.23       
2007 Totals 11,590.79     
2008 Totals 7,796.56       
Balance Forward 29.74            
   
TOTAL INCOME 10,264.30     
  
Checks to National UTO  10,250.00     
  
Balance as of 12/10/09  14.30            

2009 UTO REPORT
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Is Grace Ever Lost? 
 

�  n recent years more and more stories have come 
to light of people in Europe and elsewhere who 

saved, or tried to save, Jews from the Nazi Holocaust. 
Catholic peasants in Italy, French Protestants, Polish 
nuns, Danish Lutherans, and many more. We know 
most about those who succeeded but we also know 
that some did not.      
     
We know now that people in France, Holland, Den-
mark, Switzerland, Italy, Poland and other countries 
tried to save Jewish people from the Nazis. Some did 
not succeed. We know that the family of Corrie Ten 
Boom, author of The Hiding Place, hid Jews and oth-
ers who were hunted by the Nazi. The Ten Booms 
were caught and sent off to the death camps along 
with the people they were hiding. Four of that family 
died in the camps, only Corrie lived to tell their story.    
     
Were their gracious acts lost? Was their work in 
vain? Was the grace so clearly at work in their lives 
futile?  
     
The answer of faith is grace is never lost. Because 
grace is of God, when grace happens it is can never 
be lost. It is always in the heart and mind of God. 
     
The reason is God’s economy of grace. The economy 
of grace is nothing like our earthly economy. The 
economy of grace is based on the three great virtues 
faith, hope and love. For many people it is also some-
thing they have experienced – receiving unmerited 
gifts from God. While we will never fully understand 
God's economy of grace we do know some things. 
     
First, grace is defined as something given us by God 
that we do not deserve. It fits Robert Frost's definition 
of home as "…something you somehow haven’t to 
deserve.” Grace is always freely given by God. It is a 
result of God’s love for all of God’s creation. It may 
occur anywhere, in anyone, at any time. All human 
attempts to control it, monopolize it, or even fully un-
derstand it, fail in this world.      
     
Second, God never loses anything of value. The grace 
that appears in the world has eternal value. No matter 
how short a time it seems present here, it is always 

present to God. Grace is the presence of God’s king-
dom here and now and that kingdom is eternal. When 
it breaks into the world in grace it reveals the eternal, 
even if that sign lasts only a moment.   
     
Third, Grace is powered by God's love. Grace is 
God's love in action. St. Paul used the Greek word 
charis, “favor,” which we translate as grace, as a 
synonym for the love of God. Love is the only power 
God uses because it is the only power that does not 
corrupt the one who uses it. It is the power by which 
God created all things and is redeeming all things.  
     
Fourth, the mathematics of grace are the same as the 
mathematics of love: grace, like love can never be 
divided, it can only be multiplied.  
     
God is love, and grace is the sign of the presence of 
that love here and now, the kingdom of God present -
- eternity in a moment of time.  
 
© Fred Jessett 2010 
 

Grace Happens 

Reflections . . .(Continued from page 6) 

Dad was behind the beginning of five thrift shops lo-
cated in Winner, Mobridge, Sidney and Blair, NE, and 
more recently in Gregory where he now resided once 
again. They are all alive and thriving, making a good 
amount of money for the community poor. He was 
chosen Citizen of the Year in Sidney, and Volunteer of 
the Year in Blair, which means a lot to someone who 
has worked so hard, never expecting a reward. 
 
My dad has never forgotten the meaning of “keep on 
keepin’ on.” To this day, he still preaches three Sun-
days a month at the same church where he got his start 
in Gregory. He recently reflected on how this all came 
about. What he knows for sure is a Higher Being, that 
being God the Father, definitely had a hand in his min-
istry over the years. None of us could ever doubt that 
God’s workings through us are always possible when 
we believe in God the Father, Jesus the Son. . . 
 
In March my father celebrated 84 years of life on this 
earth. I wish to pay tribute to this man who gave of 
himself so freely so that others could learn of the Jesus 
who came to save us sinners. 
 

Lynne D. Greenwaldt 
Rapid City, SD 
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The Episcopal Church partners with 
White Bison, Inc. to address the root causes 
of domestic poverty for alleviation in Native 
American communities 

 
Episcopal News Service, April 29, 2010  

 

�  ontinuing its strong efforts to work closely 
with, and advocate for, the Native American 

population, The Episcopal Church is partnering with 
White Bison, Inc. to develop a culturally oriented 
strategy for addressing domestic poverty within Na-
tive American communities.  
 
“Working with White Bison is an honor for our 
Church and our peoples,” said Sarah Eagle Heart 
(Oglala Lakota), Episcopal Church Native American 
and Indigenous Ministries Officer. “We are demon-
strating healing, forgiveness and reconciliation 
through this partnership. We have the same goals of 
ensuring tribal cultural and spiritual preservation. By 
collaborating together, we can provide tools for 
communities to address issues such as the suicide 
rate, which is ten times the national average on some 
reservations. By combining our efforts, we can util-
ize the abundance present and bring transformation 
for the seventh generation of Native American peo-
ples.” 
 
“Our partnership with White Bison is a historic step 
forward to address the root causes of poverty and 
other social conditions that have plagued tribal com-
munities for hundreds of years,” said Erma Vizenor, 
member of The Episcopal Church’s Executive 
Council Committee on Indigenous Ministry and 
White Earth Tribal Chairwoman. “Native Americans 
have come through a holocaust history and it is long 
overdue to educate the Church at large and to begin 
the healing of tribal people. The White Earth Nation 
has implemented the White Bison program in our 
culturally appropriate chemical abuse and mental 
health treatment program for Native youth for five 
years.” 
 
At its General Convention 2009 (GC09) in July 
2009, The Episcopal Church adopted A155, a reso-
lution calling for the alleviation of domestic poverty 
with a focus on Native Americans calling for 
church-wide asset-based community development 
training in tribal communities. Also at GC09, resolu-

tion D035 was adopted to repudiate the Doctrine of 
Discovery and to encourage the United States to 
support the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. This project will al-
low The Episcopal Church to continue implementing 
strategies that support these resolutions. 
 
“Our mutual goal in this groundbreaking partnership 
is to collaborate around the important initiative of 
domestic poverty alleviation,” noted the Rev. Chris-
topher Johnson, Social and Economic Justice Officer 
for The Episcopal Church.  
 
Eagle Heart explained that this partnership is framed 
in four stages:  
1. introducing the Healing Forest Model and the 

Wellbriety Movement to the Executive Council 
Committee on Indigenous Ministry at the March 
13 conference in Salt Lake City, UT, which then 
unanimously affirmed the partnership;  

2. equipping community members to implement 
culturally-based Wellbriety training in their 
communities; 

3. developing a model project in communities in 
Province VI that can be replicated in the other 
eight Episcopal Church  provinces; and  

4. designing regional centers to support the imple-
mentation of the Wellbriety Movement within 
the various provinces. 

 
White Bison  
 
White Bison, Inc., based in Colorado Springs, CO, is 
a nationally known and respected non-profit and a 
sponsor of the Wellbriety Movement under the lead-
ership of Don Coyhis (Mohican) www.whitebison.
org. Wellbriety means living a sober life that is bal-
anced emotionally, mentally, physically and spiritu-
ally. 
 
White Bison is focused on eliminating the underly-
ing issues that lead to addiction, domestic violence, 
suicide, teen pregnancy, youth gang involvement 
and poverty. According to its website, its mission is 
to “disseminate culturally based principles, values, 
and teachings to support healthy community devel-
opment and servant leadership, and to support heal-
ing from alcohol, substance abuse, co-occurring dis-
orders and intergenerational trauma.” 
 

(Continued on page 24) 

Other News 
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Moving? Please tell us… 

            Change               Contribution                  Cancellation               

 
Name………………………………………………………………..………………… 
 
NEW Address………………………………………………………………………… 
 
City, ST, Zip …………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Effective Date ………………………………... 
 
Church we will attend after move ……………………………………………………. 
 
Mail to: 
    South Dakota ChurchNews 
    500 S. Main Avenue 
    Sioux Falls, SD 57104-6814 
 
CLIP TO INCLUDE CURRENT ADDRESS IMPRINTED ON OTHER SIDE 

Every copy of The 
South Dakota 
ChurchNews that has 
an incorrect address 
is returned to us with 
a 75¢ postage due 
charge. 
 
Please use this form 
to correct your ad-
dress or supply your 
new address BE-
FORE you move. 

JULY/AUGUST 
Jul 5-11        Middle School/Confirmation Camp 
Jul 23-25      Women’s Retreat at TEC 
Jul 30-8/1     Men’s Retreat at TEC 
Aug 10         ChurchNews deadline 
Aug 14         Pre-Convention Deanery Meeting,  
                           Chamberlain 
Aug 15         Bishop visits Webster 
Aug 15         Pre-Convention Deanery Meeting, 
                           Brookings 
Aug 20-21     Niobrara School (Culture of Poverty) 
Aug 22         Bishop visits Gregory 
Aug 25         Resolutions due 
Aug 27-28     Diocesan Council Retreat, TEC 
Aug 29         Pre-Convention Deanery Meeting, 
                           Black Hills area 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 
Sep 5            Bishop visits Red Shirt Table 
Sep 10           ECW Meeting, Pierre 
Sep 10           Clergy Conference, Pierre 
Sep 10-11     Diocesan Convention, Pierre 
Sep 11-12     Youth Convention, Pierre 
Sep 15-22     House of Bishops 
Sep 26          Bishop visits Sturgis 
Oct 1-2          Commission on Ministry, Pierre 
Oct 3            Bishop visits Ft. Pierre  
Oct 8-9          Niobrara School (Preaching …) 
Oct 10           ChurchNews deadline (Nov/Dec) 
Oct 10          Bishop visits Madison 
Oct 17          Bishop visits Yankton 
Oct 24          Bishop visits Brookings 
Oct 31          Bishop visits Pine Ridge Mission 
 
 
Nov 5-7        Dakota Experience East 
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(continued from page 29) 
 
Coyhis explained, “White Bison, Inc. has been ad-
dressing recovering issues within the Native Ameri-
can Community for over 20 years by developing 
curriculum, based on cultural teachings, to guide in-
dividuals, families and communities in a vision of 
wellness and healing. This vision is based upon the 
teachings of the Elders, forgiveness, the processing 
of unresolved grief and reclaiming a sense of Native 
identity.” 
 
This partnership will also reinforce the strategic ef-
forts of The Episcopal Church to “restore all people 
to unity with God and each other” [Canon I.1.2(n)4].  
 
“We are grateful for White Bison's willingness to 
share their curriculum and programs with us,” stated 
the Rt. Rev. Michael G. Smith, Bishop of the Epis-
copal Diocese of North Dakota who serves as the 
chair of the Executive Council Committee on In-
digenous Ministry and is an enrolled member of the 
Potawatomi Nation of Oklahoma. “It is our hope 
that they will help to make the asset-based commu-
nity development strategies more culturally appro-
priate for some Native communities. At the end of 
the day, however, the success or failure of these or 
any other programs depends on the acceptance and 
hard work of the local communities and congrega-
tions. Our job is simply to make available training 
for any local communities who wish to participate.” 
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The Mission of the Diocese of South Dakota is to restore all people to unity  
with God and each other in Christ through the ministry of all. 
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The Episcopal Church in South Dakota is a sacred ci rcle gathered around  
Jesus in prayer, loving and serving God and our nei ghbor in Jesus’ name.  

Episcopal Church Native American ministries: http://www.episcopalchurch.org/109407_ENG_HTM.htm 
 
White Bison, Inc.: www.whitebison.org   

New deacon Kim Fonder with Bishop Tarrant  
following the ordination service at Convocation. 


